Lvov, 5th October 2009
His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Visit of the secretary of the COCh to Ukraine

Your Holiness,

on 29th September – 3rd October 2009 the Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh), Msgr. Cyril Vasiľ, visited Ukraine. Most of the time he spent in the town of Drohobych. He had meetings with priests, seminarists and leading representatives of the eparchy. Part of his plan was also a visit to a secular university where he had a meeting with professors and students. On Tuesday, after the solemn Divine Liturgy, the believers gave him the book by Card. Husar “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”. They asked him what attitude the Church takes towards homosexuality. After some hesitation he said that the Church’s attitude towards homosexuality is negative. One of the believers said in reply: “But the attitude of Card. Husar in this book is positive. Whom are we to obey?” But he answered just with some evasive phrase. When he was asked a similar question by the students and teachers at the secular university, he stated that it is probably an incorrect translation from French. However, Husar did not speak in French, nor is he French. 
On Wednesday afternoon four bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod came to Drohobych and asked for a meeting with the Secretary of COCh, who stayed in the premises of the seminary. The rector of the seminary, M. Bendyk, did not allow a date of meeting to be agreed upon. The next day, Thursday 1st October, a solemn Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the church near the seminary. Bishop Timotej entered the church. Bishop Eliáš and Bishop Markian were waiting in front of the church for the Secretary so as to agree upon a date and time of meeting. Bishop Timotej was surrounded by seminarists from the front, back and sides and after the end of the liturgy they did not allow him to enter the sacristy to agree upon meeting. Instead, they pushed him out of the church. Bishops Eliáš and Markian waited outside the church for about an hour. When Msgr. Cyril Vasiľ came out of the sacristy towards the seminary, Bishop Eliáš greeted him and asked him: “Would You have time to meet with us today?” He replied that he would not. The Bishop said: “Certainly, we understand, but we are willing to come tomorrow.” He replied: “I don’t have time tomorrow either.” Then Bishop Eliáš said: “It is a very serious matter. Do You perhaps want to say that You do not want to meet with us here in Ukraine at all?” And his reply was that he did not want to. Bishop Eliáš said to the seminarists and priests present, who were witnesses of that short dialogue: “You all could hear: Bishop Cyril Vasiľ does not want to meet with us. This is enough for us.” 
He did not have time to meet with us but he devoted all afternoon to a visit to a secular university. Under what circumstances did he react like this? The situation in the UGCC is critical. Card. Husar overtly preaches heresies and the whole hierarchical structure is in unity with him. For that reason the orthodox Catholic Synod was established. However, even after its establishment there was no possibility for a dialogue within the UGCC. Our Synod therefore had to separate from the apostatical structure and establish a new structure for the UGCC faithful – under the title of UOGCC. This is no new Church but the orthodox Catholic Church which differs from the official one only in not accepting the heresies of Card. L. Husar, which lead the whole Church to apostasy. 
Some moments from the solemn Liturgy: In the Liturgy the believers were called “pravoslavni” (Orthodox, i.e. schismatics), despite the fact that the Liturgy was celebrated in commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the Greek-Catholic Church coming out of illegality. During the Liturgy Card. Husar was called a Patriarch, though he never was, is not and will not be a patriarch. 
What did we want to propose to the Secretary of COCh?
1) If he had made a step like the Apostle Paul near Damascus, owing to his great natural gifts granted to him by God he could have become an instrument of a great blessing for the whole present-day Church. Unfortunately, this young hierarch (44) has chosen a different way from the one of serving Christ and working for the salvation of souls. 
2) We wanted to present a proposal of how to deal with the difficult situation in the Church in Ukraine. 

He and other apostate prelates are willing to have a so-called dialogue even with the devil, but they are not willing to listen for a single minute to orthodox bishops who boldly defend the fundamental truths not only of the Catholic but of the Christian teaching in general. 
We have to point out that Bishop Cyril Vasiľ was publicly appealed, the same as other Prefects and Secretaries of the individual dicasteries, to confess the true faith and to renounce the contemporary topical heresies, which destroy the essence of the Church, as well as the cooperation with Freemasons. On 15th September 2009 Bishop Cyril Vasiľ made it manifest that he remains in unity with the spirit of heresies, and thus he excommunicated himself from the Church through God’s anathema – Gal 1:8-9. Our Synod has just made this fact public. 
Before the arrival of Msgr. Cyril Vasiľ SJ the Greek-Catholic faithful of the town of Drohobych distributed around the town a booklet “Questions for the Secretary of COCh”. They gave him this booklet personally after his arrival and asked for concrete answers to the questions:
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Questions for Archbishop Cyril Vasiľ, 
Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches

Your Excellency,

before Your visit we, students and professors of the Pedagogical faculty of Drohobych university and believers of the UGCC, were warned by the leadership against putting provoking questions to You. However, the situation in the UGCC and in the whole Catholic Church is so critical that we are forced to ask You these essential questions concerning faith and salvation of man. You cannot avoid concrete answers if You want to remain a Christian and not to be a mere politician or diplomat. 
Questions:

1) Is Card. Husar a heretic or not?

In the book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity” (ISBN 966-8197-10-0) L. Husar allows the homosexuals to live together, overtly says that he divines by pendulum, does not acknowledge the primacy and infallibility of the Pope (he says that Cum Petro – yes, but Sub Petro – no), casts doubt on the eternity of hell, on the Divinity of Jesus Christ, on the Virginity of the Mother of God etc.
2) Why is the Vatican silent on the heresies of L. Husar?

3) L. Husar and his hierarchy force us, Greek Catholics, to stand during Holy Communion (they lift us from our knees by force), call us “pravoslavni” (Orthodox, i.e. schismatics) and systematically eliminate the prayer of the Rosary, Stations of the Cross and the cult of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Do You agree with this?

4) Every common believer has the right to know what is the faith of his spiritual shepherd. An ordinary woman asked the Apostle Peter (the Pope) if he belonged to Christ. He denied and thus betrayed. However, he repented afterwards. 
You, Your Excellency, were publicly appealed to confess the belief in Christ and in the Gospel, to renounce the heresies of L. Husar and other contemporary heresies as well as to renounce cooperation with Freemasons. 
Why did You not do so?

You thus betrayed Christ and apostatized from the Church; You opened up to God’s curse according to Gal 1:8-9.
Are You willing to repent of it?
5) In 1996 the heretic L. Husar was unlawfully installed by the Vatican prelates (A. Sodano, A. Franko, A. Silvestrini) as Head of the UGCC. See: Memorandum – a protest – by three Metropolitans (+ Maxim Hermanyuk, + Stephan Sulyk, + Ivan Martynyak) of 25th November 1996.
Do You agree with this crime against the UGCC?

Among other things, the Memorandum mentions: “We suppose that we can rightly question the legitimacy of this election. The bishops were not allowed to propose any candidates. They were forced to vote for a single candidate. Such election was practised only in the former Soviet Union.”
6) Is the Vatican willing to make reparation for this crime?

7) There are God’s laws and Church laws. If God’s laws are broken, the Church laws lose their substantiation. 

Does a faithful Catholic have an obligation to obey the heretical hierarchy, that means You too, if this hierarchy does not repent of its apostasy?
Students, professors and the faithful of the UGCC

Regrettably, throughout his visit to Drohobych Msgr. Cyril Vasiľ consciously avoided giving the people concrete answers.
The faithful asked each other with disappointment: “What is the good of this visit by the Secretary of COCh and what is the good of the Vatican officials if they are unable to and even do not want to deal with the questions which are vitally important for us as they concern faith and our salvation?“
Your Holiness, on behalf of the true Catholic faithful of the UGCC we beseech You, be it You who will start a reform of the Church, and start it in Ukraine.
In Christ devoted to You,

bishops of the Synod of the UOGCC

+ Markian OSBM, + Metoděj OSBM, + Samuel OSBM, + Eliáš OSBM

