Spiritual power

Jesus founded His Church on 12 apostles, out of whom John was also a prophet. God gave the Church the power to preach the Gospel which leads to salvation and at the same time the power to reject and condemn heretical teachings which lead to perdition. Not to condemn what is heretical destroys the very nature of the Church. It would be similar to a society not calling the thieves the thieves, the murderers the murderers, the good the good and the evil the evil. 
So the essence of episcopal ministry is to preach the Gospel, to defend the orthodox catholic teaching and at the same time to punish those who preach a different Gospel – i.e. heretics! (cf. Gal 1:8-9) If a bishop does not fulfil this ministry in the Church he deserves punishment, for he does not fulfil his primary duty. The consequence is the decay of the Church and eternal condemnation of many. 
Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, sent the Apostles to proclaim that the kingdom of God is coming, and He gave them power over demons and power to heal the sick. Jesus gave this spiritual power very concrete content which obliges the apostles as well as every bishop in their conscience. Jesus said concretely:
1) “Make disciples of all nations.” (Mt 28:19)

2) “Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Mt 28:20)

3) “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt 18:18) – He gave them power of binding and loosing.
ad 1) Make disciples: It means to preach the unicity of salvation in Christ and at the same time the necessity of personally receiving Him as one’s Saviour and Lord. This is connected with a definite attitude towards pagan religions, which worship demons and to them, not to God, offer sacrifices (cf. 1Cor 10:20). It also includes a duty to say a clear word on occultism and on the necessity of leading the believers to the renouncement of all powers of darkness which are behind it. It is likewise necessary to teach the converted people how to break with the spirit of the world and how to follow Christ by denying oneself. Without this noone can be Christ’s disciple. 
ad 2) Teach them to observe all: This does not mean some philosophies, dead theologies or theories. This means practical observance of God’s law and following of Christ.

ad 3) Binding and loosing: The power of binding and loosing concerns not only sins and demons but also human conscience!
The power conferred on bishops is spiritual and is transmitted through the apostolic succession, which is substantially connected with the Holy Spirit. The candidate for episcopal ministry can be elected either by vote or by nomination; however, he obtains spiritual power directly from God through episcopal consecration. How to use spiritual power was shown to us by Jesus. He Himself cast out demons in authority, healed the sick and convicted the Pharisees of their self-righteousness. 
The Apostle Paul likewise teaches us how to use this spiritual power and authority. In relation to those who distort the Gospel or preach a different gospel he used the spiritual power of binding: “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach any other gospel to you..., let him be accursed.” (Gal 1:8-9) St. Paul was aware of the power given to him by Jesus and therefore he used it to spread and protect the purity of the Gospel. The anathema pronounced by him had a concrete spiritual impact on the culprit: excommunication from the Mystical Body of Christ. Heretics and apostates therefore have no spiritual POWER; they are spiritually dead, even if they had received episcopal consecration!
Conclusion

The essence of episcopal ministry is to preach the Gospel, to defend the orthodox Catholic teaching and at the same time to punish those who preach a different gospel – i.e. heretics! (Gal 1:8-9)
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