Spiritual fight

The devil is the father of lies. The spiritual fight, in essence, is a fight with him, with his angels and his servants. Actually – our eternal life is at stake; we will be either eternally saved or eternally condemned, and this is no triviality! The spirit of lie manifests itself in different forms and works in different variants. We must be aware that this infection of lie and sympathy for it is a sad heritage of original sin in each one of us. So it is not enough to fight just with an outer enemy, but we have to fight even with this infection in us, with our old nature, the old self. Therefore Jesus’ word still holds true: “Deny yourself.”

The system of lie penetrates not only pagan religions but also various philosophies and psychologies. Unfortunately, the system of lie does not work only in the world but even inside the Church – partly through the historic-critical method (theology) and partly through her unconverted official representatives who do not repent. These maintain the structure of power. The only thing they have to do with Christ is that they kill Him in the living organism of the Church, even though they themselves are dead. A feeble model of distortion and lie is an article in the religious journal Zhyva voda (October 2008, author: Igor Bryndak) of the Sambir-Drohobych eparchy of the UGCC. It contains an “explanation” of the statements of Card. L. Husar concerning homosexuality (see Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity), in spite of the fact that the Cardinal’s statement published in the book was clear and unambiguous, coherent with the whole of his speech. He states therein the following perversity: “Homosexuals can live together if they insist on it... They can perform sexual activity of whatever kind but their love will always remain unfruitful.” In fact, Card. L. Husar accepts the public opinion promoted by the mass media and by the world. In the whole book he does not suggest in the least what is and what is not the teaching of the Scripture and the Church Tradition. The Holy Scripture calls homosexual relations an abomination (cf. Lev 18:22), and L. Husar calls them love. He does not say at all that this abomination is a sin. On the contrary, he says: “They can live together... They can perform sexual activity of whatever kind.” The author of the article, I.B., covers up this leaping-to-the-eye heresy related to the moral sphere by stating that this cannot be understood in the way it was written because the Cardinal understands it differently. 

I.B. writes: “... The answer which he (the Cardinal) gave did not concern the attitude of the Church but that of the state...”

Commentary: The question addressed to Card. Husar was not formulated in such way that he should express the state’s view of the issue. The whole page of the book presents his opinion and everyone knows that he is a representative of the Church. From nothing that the Cardinal said follows the statement of the author I.B. that the Cardinal deals with the issue from the point of view of the state; on the contrary, the text in the book makes it clear that he speaks for himself as an official Church representative. The quotations from the book confirm it: “In my opinion... I think... I feel very sorry... (twice) What can I do for them... I cannot lay on them a heavier burden... I may acquiesce in it to some extent...”

I.B. states: “I do not want to say that the Church does not consider such deeds a sin.”
Commentary: L. Husar, as an official Church representative, is obliged to say clearly what the Church considers a sin and what not. But he does not do so. According to the words of I.B. the Church does consider homosexuality a sin; however, Card. L. Husar does not say this anywhere. So his attitude is different from the official teaching of the Church. One has to know it and reckon with it. 

I.B. writes: “... and because he does not think that all that is a sin must be automatically punished by state laws.”
Commentary: “All that is a sin...” Homosexuality, the matter in question, is a sin; however, in Ukraine it is neither automatically nor non-automatically punished by the state laws. The former regime put homosexuals in prison lest they should morally corrupt the society. The Muslims take a similar attitude towards them. This, however, does not apply to present-day Ukraine. Provided the author claims that Card. L. Husar maintains the attitude of the Holy Scripture and Tradition, then nothing else remains for Card. Husar but to withdraw his public statement and to issue a diametrically different one which is in compliance with the teaching of the Church: “Homosexuality is a grave sin which the Holy Scripture calls an abomination (cf. Lev 18:22). So homosexuals cannot perform sexual activity of whatever kind... their unnatural relation is no love but an abomination. This is the attitude of the Church and Tradition.”
Conclusion

I.B’s defence of Card. L. Husar is no defence because there is not a single reason why L. Husar’s public statements should be justified.
