Response to the article in „Ukraina moloda“
Editorial office of “Ukraina moloda”

Ms Natalia Lebid

Dear Ms Lebid,

on 28th August 2009 You wrote an article about Card. L. Husar for the newspaper “Ukraina moloda”. On page 7 You write: “From whom else from among the ecclesiastical persons could I hear about doubts concerning the main principles of his ‘profession’, about doubts concerning forgiveness...”
If somebody consciously spreads doubts about the fundamental truths of the faith: about the forgiveness of sins, about the Divinity of Christ, about eternal condemnation in hell etc. (see book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”), it is a sign that this person is a heretic who, according to Gal 1:8-9, has already excluded himself from the Church. You, however, admire this betrayal of Christ, considering it the acme of wisdom, sincerity... which “nobody, absolutely nobody, has ever achieved”.
It is the same as if one wrote an article full of unconcealed enthusiasm about a surgeon who would always have doubts concerning the essentials of his profession: Was I to remove the gall bladder? Or maybe the appendix? Or was it today amputation of the arm? He would start cutting the arm, then he would better start cutting the stomach... Really – an excellent surgeon! A unique person who has no match – the only one in the whole world!
One could call it black humour if it did not concern such serious matters. In the case of Husar the matter is either salvation or damnation of millions of souls. Your paraphrase – Such a man is he alone! – is without competition. However, the consequences of Husar’s activity for the Body of Christ are cruel. 
In the song “Lenin lives forever...” children repeated: “Lenin is always with you – in sorrow, in joy, in hope, in all happy times, Lenin is in both you and me!” The same spirit which is behind this song is behind Your article too. In both cases one can speak of idolatry. 
“Nobody, absolutely nobody, has ever achieved such wisdom, sincerity, naturalness, humaneness and simplicity. Such a man is he alone!”
As for his absolute humaneness, we would like to remind: Three years ago L. Husar turned in a secret letter to the charitable organization Kirche in Not with a demand that they should no longer give financial contributions to our old sisters. Two of them are first-group invalids; four of them lived in the time of Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi, the founder of our monastery (1925); all of them remained faithful to Christ and to the Church in the times of illegality when the Communists were in power. The organization “Kirche in Not” informed us that owing to the prohibition of L. Husar they could no longer give us 150$ a year for each old sister as it used to be before. 
As for Husar’s sincerity, he saw to it that our sisters from abroad who live in our monastery could not prolong the registration of their stay in Ukraine, wherefore they had to cross the Ukrainian border every three months to arrange a merely tourist stay. He precluded them from obtaining a religious visa. His sincerity was also made manifest when he sent names of several students of theology from the Czech and the Slovak Republic to the state authorities of Ukraine before whom he blackened them and demanded that they should be prohibited from entering Ukraine. These students knew nothing about this document and five of them wanted to visit Ukraine. At the Ukrainian border they had their passports stamped with the prohibition of entry into Ukraine for three years. 
According to Gal 1:8-9, L. Husar is under God’s anathema and everyone who is in unity with him likewise. We, as a contemplative religious order (5 monasteries), have radically separated from Husar’s heresies and unity with him and have become subordinated to the Bishops’ Synod of the UOGCC. Who in Ukraine nowadays wants to remain faithful to Christ and save his soul has no other choice but to do the same. Dear Ms Lebid, You should start to devote Yourself to useful informative activity and turn Your talent of impudence in the right direction.
You can draw a new spirit – God’s Spirit – therefor from www.community.org.ua. Here You can find true information.

Contemplative sisters of the Monastery of St. Elijah the Prophet
1st September 2009

P.S.: Within the bounds of journalistic ethics we ask You to print our reaction to Your article in “Ukraina moloda”. 

