Ex-Archbishop S. Zvolenský
Bratislava

Response to the excommunication for heresies pronounced by Zvolenský
Quotation of Zvolenský: “At their priestly ordination the priests S.C. and M.Ch. made an obligatory vow of reverence for and obedience to their Ordinary and his successors.”
Response: How is one to understand ecclesiastical obedience after the Second Vatican Council? If a subject receives an order, he cannot obey it blindly if he feels that this order is against his conscience or against God’s Commandments. The subject is obliged to warn his superior of this. These doubts can be well-grounded or groundless. If they are well-grounded, the subject must not obey his superior because there is a higher principle which holds true in this case: “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) If the subject obeys a bad order, the blame fully falls on him. It is a betrayal caused by cowardice, cupidity, and this person will once render an account of it before the judgement seat of God. Zvolenský has publicly betrayed Christ and publicly taken side with heresies. This is the reason why we must not obey him any more and why we have subordinated our obedience directly to the Holy Father instead of to him.
Quotation of Zvolenský: “On 15 December 2009 they turned to me and to all Catholic bishops of Slovakia with an appeal to confess the faith in accordance with a confession formula worked out by them and to renounce heresies designated by them...” 

Response: Zvolenský creates an impression as if we have formed some new confession of faith and as if we demanded renouncement of some imaginary heresies. However, the reality is that we demanded renouncement of concrete heresies which are destroying the Church at the root. Many hierarchs and professors of theology, while publicly proclaiming heresies, calmly say the Creed every Sunday, though they understand it in their own way. We formulated the questions in such way that it might be clear whether the bishop concerned really confesses these most essential truths of faith in his heart and whether he is willing to defend them too. The formulation which we presented in no way contradicts or differs from the spirit of the Gospel or from the belief which the Church has professed for 2000 years. It is really shameful that Zvolenský could not recognize it and calls it ‘our confession formula’, thereby implying that we are heretics when we demand the confession of faith from him. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “... adding a heretical statement that unless we do so we will lose sacred power. This is absolutely incompatible with the true Catholic doctrine of sacred ordination and sacred power following from it, which every validly ordained priest, deacon or bishop is invested with for ever.” 
Response: It is necessary to discern: If a priest or bishop lives in a state of mortal sin and immorality and administers the sacraments, according to the teaching of the Catholic Church these sacraments are valid – the so-called doctrine ‘ex opere operato’. However, there is a difference if a priest or bishop proclaims heresies which deny the essence of the Catholic faith. These are such heresies which deny the inspiration of the Holy Scripture, the Divinity of Christ, His miracles, His resurrection and Jesus as the only Saviour, e.g. the statement that “Christ did not die for our sins but merely out of solidarity with the suffering” uttered by Archbishop Zollitsch on 19 April 2009. This also includes heresies which consider Christianity and paganism to be equal ways to salvation, i.e. false interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration and of the gesture in Assisi. If a bishop or priest unites with these heresies, inwardly he automatically becomes a heretic – an apostate. If the person concerned is publicly appealed to renounce the concrete heresies and he does not do so, he is thus publicly excommunicated from the Church in accordance with the norms of the canon law (can. 1364 §1 CIC) and above all in accordance with God’s law (Gal 1:8-9): “If anyone preaches any other gospel, let him be accursed – anathema.” So a publicly declared apostate no longer celebrates the liturgy validly and no longer ordains priests validly, because in his heart he fell away from God. The ecclesial principle “ecclesia supplet” no longer applies to his case. It is no longer the Holy Spirit who works through him but the spirit of heresy which causes spiritual death. This person has excommunicated himself from the Mystical Body of Christ through disobedience to the principal truths of the faith and through casting away the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth by the spirit of heresy. To ask a bishop for his confession of the principal truths of faith is no heretical attitude on our part. As for sacred power, as a consequence of his denial of faith the priest or bishop really loses it. Naturally, he remains a priest or a bishop but we have to add that in hell there are many like these along with the apostle Judas. The believers have to know that they must not obey heretics any more.
Quotation of Zvolenský: “I was forced only to give them a written admonition with a request that they should withdraw their appeal within one day and apologize.”
Response: Why should we withdraw an appeal which is in full accord with the Catholic Creed and what should we apologize for? We ask: When will Zvolenský and other bishops withdraw their unity with heresies and apologize before God and before the believers of Slovakia? They were spiritually blind, unable to recognize the pure Catholic teaching presented in the appeal and unable to confess this teaching. Thus they betrayed Christ, the Church and caused great offence to all Catholic Slovakia. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “I was forced to impose on them the canonical penalty of suspension from the priesthood because of their stubborn and deliberate disobedience, in the hope that this penalty would bring them to improvement and that they would renew obedience to their Ordinary.” 
Response: Zvolenský presents here an imaginary grave offence for which he imposes a canonical penalty, but this penalty is invalid both before God and before the Church. Why? Because we did not commit alleged stubborn and deliberate disobedience to God and to the Church. On the contrary, the purpose of the appeal is the renewal of the Church which is being destroyed by disobedience of heretical theologians and professors who are sheltered by their bishops. We are ready to obey our Ordinary; however, first this Ordinary has to obey God and cannot be in unity with heresies or shelter them. Since he does not do so, in our conscience we must not obey a heretic. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “At the same time I was forced to state officially that because of their stubborn insistence on the text of their appeal they persist in a state of erroneous doctrine or heresy, i.e. ipso facto they have fallen under the canonical penalty of excommunication.” 

Response: Zvolenský falsely states that our appeal for the confession of faith and renouncement of heresies is an erroneous doctrine, i.e. heresy. The formula for the confession of faith was made public. We call upon Zvolenský to show us a concrete heresy in this doctrinal formulation. He lies when he states that we have fallen under the penalty of excommunication. In fact, in accordance with the canon law and God’s law this excommunication has fallen upon Zvolenský. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “I was forced to pronounce excommunication as this is a dangerous heretical stubborn state of persons who are obliged to have the necessary knowledge of true Catholic doctrine.”
Response: Excommunication does not apply to us but to ex-Archbishop Zvolenský as well as to other bishops who did not separate from heresies and from the spirit of heresies and did not confess the true Catholic faith. “This is a dangerous heretical stubborn state of persons who are obliged to have the necessary knowledge of true Catholic doctrine.” So this statement is not true about us but about heretical hierarchs, and in full measure. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “They were lawfully suspended on 17 December 2009 and on the same day an excommunication was lawfully declared upon them which they fell under by reason of their own heresy.” 
Response: The suspension imposed and excommunication pronounced by Zvolenský is unlawful and invalid. By contrast, the excommunication upon Zvolenský and other hierarchs promulgated on 25 December 2009, “which they fell under by reason of their own heresy”, is valid both before God and before the Church. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “The same appeal, which is grounded on an erroneous doctrine, they send to other Church representatives in turn, giving them various ultimatums and urging them into disobedience to the bishops.” 
Response: Yes, with the same appeal for the confession of faith and renouncement of heresies we turned to all professors of theological faculties in Slovakia because they form the future priests. In case these professors are heretics, for 6 years they will infect the future priests with spiritual poison which afterwards these poisoned priests will pass even on the very last Catholic believer. Therefore these lecturers are obliged to confess their faith too, and they should do so by 20 January 2010. Unless they do so, they thus make it manifest that they do not want to change their heretical attitude which, moreover, is approved by the heretical bishops. We also appealed to the superiors of religious institutes in Slovakia to do the same by 2 February 2010. We do not urge anyone into disobedience to God, to Catholic doctrine or to the bishops who proclaim and defend the true Catholic teaching. In the same way as St. Basil the Great we call for separation from heretics. St. Basil said: “We run away from the heretics as from godless people, pronouncing an anathema against them.” We do not pronounce this anathema, we just make it public. Naturally, we do call for disobedience to heretical bishops but not for disobedience to true-Catholic bishops!
Quotation of Zvolenský: “Their appeal, among other things, contains groundless tendentious impeachment of the orthodoxy of the Catholic bishops from various countries, which is an extremely gross violation of the eighth God’s Commandment.”
Response: We do not violate the eighth God’s Commandment, but Zvolenský does. Our appeal is no tendentious impeachment of the orthodoxy of the Catholic bishops from various countries; on the contrary, it is a concrete and matter-of-fact demand. We point to the heresy of Archbishop Zollitsch as well as to the bishops who are in unity with him and we bring into the open the fruit of unity with this heresy – i.e. concrete facts. We also give concrete facts when drawing attention to the Indianized Bible, which contains commentaries in the spirit of the Hindu myths which degrade the Word of God and put it on an equal footing with paganism. These are concrete facts. Similarly, other arguments, concerning the bishops of Poland, Ireland or the Czech Republic, are quite concrete and by no means groundless or tendentious. The fruit of heresies is so clearly visible that at every step the Holy Father apologizes for homosexuality, paedophilia and moral decay. It is worth while considering the blindness of the Slovak hierarchs who completely ignore the painful reality which is in the Church. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “They also impeach the orthodoxy of God’s servant, Pope John Paul II, and their statements contain even a demand for posthumous excommunication of this popular Pope.”
Response: The demand for the confession of faith makes no mention of beatification of John Paul II. But the fact is that many theologians draw the conclusion from the gesture in Assisi that Christianity and paganism are equal, which is “haeresis maxima’. Therefore, this gesture needs clear interpretation. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “By this all they implicitly impeach the orthodoxy of the present Holy Father Benedict XVI, because it was Pope Benedict XVI himself who opened the beatification cause of John Paul II; however, in their appeal the mentioned priests claim, quite illogically, faithfulness to Benedict XVI.”
Response: As Vicar of Christ, Pope Benedict XVI is obliged to defend orthodoxy. In this respect, quite logically, we are faithful to Benedict XVI. By contrast, the bishops of Slovakia, who are in unity with heresies and did not confess their faith, claim faithfulness to Benedict XVI illogically. What kind of faithfulness to the Holy Father is it? Concerning the planned beatification, the beatification cause is now in progress. Many people make argumented objections to this beatification:
1) Within 26 years of the pontificate of John Paul II the Church reached a state of internal decay and mass apostasy. Is it not him above all who is responsible and who is to blame for this state?
2) The Pope received a magic mark on his forehead from a priestess of the god Shiva. It caused great offence.
3) In 1983 the excommunication on Freemasons was cancelled. Many ask: Did it do good or harm to the Church?

4) He publicly kissed the Koran, which likewise gives great offence to many.

5) He never reacted to heresies taught at the theological faculties, his writings being for the most part irrelevant ecclesiastical documents.
6) He is to blame most for organizing two so-called peace meetings in Assisi. He never reacted to the objections which accused the gesture in Assisi of religious syncretism. 
Quotation of Zvolenský: “The priests and the deacon mentioned publish such acts which are outside their ecclesiastical competence or power, for which reason these acts have no legal effect, are legally void. By this all, in a sad and dangerous manner, they are misleading both the believers and unbelievers.”
Response: Regarding a latae sententiae excommunication, it is an automatic exclusion from the Church by reason of heresies against the foundations of the faith. Each bishop of Slovakia has made his own choice. We just appealed to these bishops to confess the faith and to renounce heresies, and thereafter we publicly announced the result. One does not need ecclesiastical competence or power to do so. The Apostle Peter was challenged to confess the faith by an ordinary servant girl. Unfortunately, he became a traitor of Christ and had to repent afterwards. This servant girl in the court of Caiaphas had no ecclesiastical competence or power. The statement that there is no legal effect is false. If anyone denies the faith, he is excommunicated from the Church. The words of Zvolenský apply to him himself and to the apostate hierarchs: “By this all, in a sad and dangerous manner, they are misleading both the believers and unbelievers.”
Quotation of Zvolenský: “It is evident that their activity is harmful to the Catholic Church. Their current acts force me as well as all others to state ... that they were purposefully lying.”
Response: The activity of Zvolenský and of other hierarchs – overt apostates – is really harmful to the Catholic Church. As they continue unlawfully at the Church posts, their current acts force us as well as all others to state that they purposefully deceived the faithful and that they keep on doing so. They are not shepherds but wolves. 
Pharisaical statement of Zvolenský: “I pray our merciful Lord with pain, through the intercession of Our Lady of Sorrows, that these erroneously thinking priests may be converted as soon as possible and turn from their wicked disobedience and tragically mistaken attitudes.”
Response: As for conversion and turning from wicked disobedience and from a tragically mistaken attitude, this does not apply to us who were converted from heresies to true doctrine, from dead theology to the living Jesus, but it applies to Zvolenský and to other hierarchs of Slovakia. It is necessary to pray for those who publicly denied our Lord Jesus Christ, that they may “turn from their wicked disobedience” to God and to the Church “and from their tragically mistaken attitudes” towards the Church and towards Christ’s Gospel. 
Another hypocritical statement of Zvolenský: “I invite all the faithful to pray for conversion of these priests and I ask them to keep their distance from them in a kind but resolute manner and not to be misled by their deceptive words. Disobedience and lie can breed no good.”
Response: Zvolenský is a master at distorting and imputing his own crimes to others. He puts himself forward as the most genuine Catholic and calls for a prayer for us, priests. Yet he himself denied Christ and persists in heresy. Regarding the faithful, they should really “keep their distance in a kind but resolute manner” from the overt heretic Zvolenský and from those who are in unity with him, so as “not to be misled by their deceptive words”. Zvolenský does not obey God, distorts His Gospel and, moreover, overtly lies. Therefore his “disobedience and lie can breed no good”. Those who denied Christ and overtly persist in heresy are disobedient to God. And these are Zvolenský and many other hierarchs of Slovakia. 
Ex-Archbishop Róbert Bezák and ex-Archbishop Alojz Tkáč, instead of confessing the faith and renouncing heresies, have written similar statements, which they issued as ecclesiastical documents. This is a sign of pharisaism, hypocrisy and apostasy from the living Christ and from the true faith. 
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Copies to:
· Pope Benedict XVI

· Priests, religious and believers of Slovakia

· President of the Slovak Republic, I. Gašparovič
