A letter to seminarians
Dear seminarians,

more than at the stir in the media caused by a so-called excommunication on us You are certainly alarmed at declaration of an excommunication on professors of theology. Does it seem to You that speaking about apostasy of the professors of theology is exaggerated? The Lord Jesus says: “You will know them by their fruits.” We ask You: Where are these people leading You? Do they teach You how to obtain salvation? Do You know what You will do in the hour of Your death? Have You joined the seminary for the sake of material security on the pretext of service to God? Or were You touched by the call of the living God who wants to save Your soul and use You as His witness who will be willing to sacrifice his life for Jesus’ sake? Do You know what the conditions are under which Your ministry may bear the fruit of salvation? The early disciples “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).
1. The apostles’ doctrine: Do Your professors really preach the apostles’ doctrine? Did the apostles apply a historical-critical method when interpreting the Old Testament? The Lord Jesus and the apostles never questioned the crossing of the Red Sea, the fall of Jericho or the existence of Jonah. HCT also questions the historical resurrection of Christ by introducing the term “transhistorical event”. Other miracles of the New Testament are called into question in a similar manner. During the lectures on dogmatics You will learn that Christ is not present in the Eucharist with His historical body. In fundamental theology You will hear that the words from Mt 28:19 and Mt 16:18 were not said by the Lord Jesus but thought up by the apostle. Is this really the Gospel which was preached by the apostles? Are these professors ready to die witnesses to Christ like the Apostle Paul? Are they not preaching another gospel and bringing down a curse upon themselves, which St. Paul speaks about in Gal 1:8-9? By questioning the Word of God, the professors are spiritually killing the souls of the seminarians. These gradually fall away from the living Christ and end up in unbelief! Instead of evangelization, the seminaries teach how to psychologically manipulate the believers. The seminarian, as a future priest, is unable to hand on the living Word of God; he can only speak theoretical phrases about religious life. 
2. Fellowship: Is there fellowship in seminaries? Our experience is that there is no opportunity for openness or sharing of the faith. The superiors are not concerned about whether the seminarians have true Catholic faith. The seminarian can believe in anything he likes and practically live in the way he likes; the main thing is that he is obedient, participates in common activities and has the spirit of the world like all others. In the seminary one can hear nothing about practical consequences of original sin and about the constant need of repentance. Too pious talks about God arouse suspicion of religious fanaticism. What is regarded as even more suspicious is fellowship of the seminarians who want to encourage each other in the sound Catholic faith and in the following of Christ. For the contemporary Church is satisfied with lone priests – easy to manipulate, lacking a proper grasp of things and relying on servile submission to superiors even bordering on sin.
3. The breaking of bread: What relation to the Eucharist does the seminarian acquire in the seminary? Holy Masses in the seminary give no scope for piety and faith. One carefully observes just the external appearance of the liturgical celebration. Even minor liturgical errors are legalistically and firmly condemned – more than moral perversions. It is mostly the seminarians whose behaviour shows signs of homosexuality who are in the thick of the liturgical celebrations and solemn Masses. 
4. Prayer: If a seminarian has some experience of prayer, he certainly did not acquire it in the seminary. Seminaries do not teach true prayer. We listened to a number of theoretical lectures on prayer while we were in the seminary, but we waited in vain for some testimony of concrete experience. Studying of piles of religious literature will not guarantee the experience of God’s presence. Common prayers in the seminary are more like torturing of people who are forced to do something which, at the same time, is systematically ridiculed. Any longer private prayers arouse contempt on the part of fellow seminarians and evoke a condescending smile of the superiors. 
Many people spread about us malignantly these days that we were just pretending in the seminary. That we took Holy Orders by deceit. That is not true. We desire sincerely to follow the Lord Jesus in the vocation to which we have been called by Him. It is painful that all who want to become priests have to go through the seminary formation which in fact does more harm than good supposing one has a sincere desire to follow Christ. If the seminarian is to be a witness to Christ and turn a dead parish into a living community in the future, he needs to be prepared in the same conditions as the early Christians in Jerusalem. This church community gave birth to a mission which spread throughout the world. It is only natural that we also prepared for our service to God on the basis of these principles given in the Acts of the Apostles. Without a community which offers the living Word of God, the apostles’ teaching and where the believers can encourage each other in prayer and spiritual battle none of us, nor anyone else, could be a good priest – a steward of God’s mysteries. We are said to have been pretending. But the reality is that all in the seminary, from the bishop through professors and superiors to the last seminarian, knew well that we formed a community and upheld the traditional orthodox views. We allegedly concealed our spirituality. The opposite is true. Many openly ridiculed our – according to their words – “extreme piety”. 
We suppose that today all who want to be Jesus’ witnesses and priests have to follow the same path. They must have a sincere relation to Jesus as to their Lord and Saviour. They must live in dependence upon Him and separate radically from all contemporary heresies and from moral decay. We expressed it in concrete terms in the formula of the confession of faith, which we sent to all theologians and which every one of You should unite with inwardly. Without a close community where there is true Catholic faith, the Spirit of God and sound principles of spiritual fight none of You will be able to become a faithful witness of Christ. A seminarian needs such community of several sincere and true-Catholic fellow brothers. Unfortunately, communities like this are usually ridiculed or even prohibited in the seminaries. And this pressure will gradually increase. Do You have such community where You encourage each other in faith and unanimously reject heresies proclaimed by liberal professors (HCT, syncretism, tolerance of occult practices – homoeopathy, acupuncture, divination by pendulum or dowsing-rod, hypnosis, psychotronics...)? If there are two or three of You and You are unanimous in sound Catholic attitudes, will You have the strength to remain faithful and not to betray the Lord Jesus? The pressure of liberal heretical teachings, of the so-called regard for other religions and of tolerance towards occultism on the part of those who have inwardly or even overtly fallen away from Christianity will bear more and more heavily on You. 
Dear seminarians,

now You ask us: What are we to do if we desire sincerely to be priests, to be the shepherds of souls, that means, to lead them to salvation? Of course, first we have to be converted ourselves and strive for our salvation. The present situation is: bishops, professors of theology and superiors of seminaries have refused these days to confess the fundamental truths of the Gospel and such demand is considered by them to be an insult and a crime. Therefore it is only natural to separate at least spiritually from this dead structure which no longer belongs to the true Catholic Church. Whoever will make this heroic step, Christ Himself will open the door for them and empower them to serve Him. As Christ’s priests they will lead the souls to salvation in Jesus Christ. Those who will remain in unity with heresies and with the heretical structure in order that this dead structure may be preserved will no longer serve God but the spirit of the world. We emphasize that the bishops who refused to separate from heresies and to confess the belief in Christ have automatically fallen under God’s anathema, i.e. excommunication from Christ’s Church. This anathema is of paramount importance. Various excommunications or canonical penalties imposed by apostates are like scraps of paper. Why? Because the canon law carries authority and is obligatory only on condition that it is in line with orthodoxy and separated from the spirit of heresies which deny the essence of the Gospel. 
“If anyone preaches any other gospel, let him be accursed – anathema.” (Gal 1:8-9) What is the Gospel? The Gospel is the good news of our salvation. The essence of the whole Gospel is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died on the cross for our sins. The second principal truth is that He rose from the dead. Who wants to be saved must accept these two principal truths. This is the act of the saving faith connected with conversion, that is, with a change of mind and belief in the Gospel (cf. Mk 1:15). The risen Christ “opened the minds of the apostles to understand the Scriptures, and said to them: Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations.” (Lk 24:45-48). 
The Apostles went and preached the Gospel. Peter witnessed to the Gentile Cornelius that Jesus had died for our sins and risen from the dead and that they had been witnesses to His resurrection. Christ’s resurrection is a sign that Christ is true God and that the whole Gospel is true. Therefore, if anyone preaches any other gospel, he cannot be saved and falls under an anathema. Unfortunately, at the present time President of the Bishops’ Conference of Germany, ex-Archbp. R. Zollitsch, overtly proclaims a heresy that Christ did not die for our sins but out of mere solidarity with the suffering – and all bishops of Germany as well as of the Czech Republic (CR) are in unity with him and therefore under an anathema too. Professor T. Halík in CR and even some professors in Rome cast doubt upon Christ’s historical and real resurrection, introducing terms like “transhistorical”, “symbolical” etc. Contemporary theology is rooted in so-called HCT, which is atheistic. Those who accept it are gradually led to the loss of the saving faith, that means, into automatic anathema. The consequence is that if one does not break with this heresy even in the hour of death, one will be eternally condemned. We repeat: The bishops of Slovakia and the professors of theological faculties have not separated from the spirit of heresy and not confessed true doctrine, for which reason they are excommunicated from the Church as heretics and apostates. They no longer lead the people of God to salvation but to perdition. Still, they have a chance to repent. But they just keep repeating stubbornly that it is the height of impudence to demand from them that they should publicly confess the faith and renounce heresies. Should anyone take the liberty of doing so, they will excommunicate him. However, they can in fact no longer excommunicate anyone since they are excommunicated themselves. Excommunication imposed by apostates is unlawful and invalid. 
What is the vision of the revival of the Church in Slovakia and what is the vision for You as future priests?
At the beginning we told You about the four elements of the true Church, the model of which was the early Christians in Jerusalem. Those Christians were, as it had been foretold by Christ, put out of the synagogues, brought before courts, persecuted by the so-called official Church structure as well as by temporal authorities. Even today every sincere Christian must be prepared for it supposing he wants to be a true disciple and witness of Christ. This persecution is a sign of trueness. 
In this situation God gives a vision of domestic churches which can fully realize the structure of the Church in Jerusalem. There is a similar unofficial orthodox structure in the Catholic Church e.g. in China today. It is necessary to organize the converted Christians into living cells, which need to be formed by the apostles’ doctrine and not by HCT or by a regard for pagan demons. They need fellowship so as to share their experience of the spiritual battle, mission, evangelization and personal pastoral ministry. This is no sect. A member of a sect is a person who has separated from the true teaching of Christ. And a schismatic is a person who has consciously separated from the nature of the papacy, i.e. protection of the purity of faith and morals. 
It would be ideal if the whole parishes could be converted along with their priests, and Christians could gather both in the church and in houses. However, if this really happened at the present time, the heretical and apostatical structure would transfer such priest to another place and the living community would be suppressed by a new priest who would be in unity with heresies. An example is the village of Krásno nad Kysucou, where the local dean managed to liquidate several living communities. And there is no lack of such liquidators of the divine life in human souls. We could give yet other statistics. 
The heretical structure is not preparing the future priests for evangelization of human souls but for their liquidation. 
Dear seminarians, You are asking: What is our perspective?
1) You must separate inwardly from the heresies of HCT and from the spirit of Assisi which says indirectly that all religions are equal and so Christ’s death on the cross for us was unnecessary. 


If You want to continue Your studies, You will be exposed to great psychological and spiritual pressure. They will then want to make Church officials of You, fully subordinate and obedient to the heretical structure. This structure will hold sway over You by means of officialism, intimidation, various promises and offers of career. There is a danger that You will not withstand the test. If You want to stand, You need to be in contact with the orthodox centre (at least via the internet – web page). 
2) To leave the seminary and establish unity with the renewed centre of our orthodox Catholic community (SBM). You have the option of celibacy and the perspective is that You will live a religious life and after Holy Orders serve in the orthodox Catholic structure, though unofficial for the time being. You will thus serve the converted Christians who do not want to be in unity with heresies and are waiting eagerly for Your ministry. During Your stay in the renewed monastery You would undergo theological formation. 
3) Those who are indecisive might leave the seminary and study at another university or find employment. In the course of the study or employment they can join the orthodox Catholic formation in the monastery SBM. The difference from the second group is that this one would live in the world and not in the religious community. 
The priestly formation would follow the pattern which is practised in the UOGCC in Ukraine and lasts 7 years. Holy Orders may be conferred even in the course of the formation, depending on maturity of the individual. The formation takes place once in two weeks and lasts from Saturday through Sunday. It includes practical theology and practical spiritual life connected with living testimony. It is a new formation, so-called discipleship. 
4) Those who feel weak and not sure whether they will persevere in faithfulness might leave the seminary too, found a family and undergo the new priestly formation as well. In the course of this formation they can change the rite, become Greek Catholics of the UOGCC and likewise receive Holy Orders from the orthodox Catholic bishops from Ukraine. These priests will then serve in the domestic churches besides the celibate priests, who would live in the religious centres. 
5) Those who will not separate from heresies at least inwardly and will stay in the seminary belong to a group of careerists who do not care about Christ but only about their own glory. These are unconverted people who are unable to discern heresies. They are going to hell themselves and drag along multitudes. They have the same spirit of intellectual pride as the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes and the high priests’ caste. These people crucified Christ and now are crucifying the Body of Christ, the Church, in a covert and cunning manner. 
Dear seminarians,

in this historic time every one of You should seek God’s will, regardless of what people or parents say, and listen to what God says. Consider this decision not from the human perspective but from the perspective of eternity. Your, and not only Your, temporal as well as eternal future is at stake! Be sincere and brave like the saint apostles, prophets and martyrs. 
Yours in Christ,

religious SBM

Fr. Václav SBM

Fr. Michal SBM

Fr. Bernard SBM

deacon Charbel SBM

Jarok (Slovakia), 29 January 2010
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