Response to an open letter by Prof. Dr. Hans Küng
Dear Professor,

we are astonished at Your courage or rather impudence with which You propose a reform of the Church. If Your proposals were to be taken seriously, the Catholic Church would cease to be Catholic and even Christian. Admittedly, Your letter does contain certain truths. You point out the crisis in the Church, saying: “And now, on top of these many crises comes a scandal crying out to heaven – the revelation of the clerical abuse of thousands of children and adolescents, first in the United States, then in Ireland and now in Germany and other countries. And to make matters worse, the handling of these cases has given rise to an unprecedented leadership crisis and a collapse of trust in church leadership.

There is no denying the fact that the worldwide system of covering up cases of sexual crimes committed by clerics was engineered by the Roman Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith under Cardinal Ratzinger (1981-2005). During the reign of Pope John Paul II, that congregation had already taken charge of all such cases under oath of strictest silence. Ratzinger himself, on May 18th, 2001, sent a solemn document to all the bishops dealing with severe crimes (“epistula de delictis gravioribus”), in which cases of abuse were sealed under the “secretum pontificium”, the violation of which could entail grave ecclesiastical penalties. With good reason, therefore, many people have expected a personal mea culpa on the part of the former prefect and current pope.”

Dear Professor, these moral offences have their root in the crisis of faith which is caused by the Church having opened up to a false postconciliar spirit. This spirit comes from two poisonous principles. The first one is historical-critical theology, which is founded upon atheistic philosophy and denies all the supernatural in the Word of God. The second one is the tendentious interpretation of the Second Vatican Council’s Nostra aetate declaration and John Paul II’s gesture in Assisi in 1986 and 2002. Unfortunately, You do not point to these roots and therefore Your condemnation of the present Pope is hypocritical. We do not deny his guilt and his duty to set an example of repentance to the whole Church, but we pray that he may start with courage a true reform of the Church, and not such reformation (or rather deformation) which is proposed by You. From Your writings it is obvious that You do not profess the fundamental truths of the faith. You do not even consider our Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God in the true sense of the word, nor do You consider Him as the only Saviour. Similarly, Your moral principles expressed in Your copious literary work convict You and reveal that You inwardly excommunicated Yourself from the Church long ago. The fact that You have not been publicly excommunicated by the Church testifies to great blindness of the present hierarchy. 
An even greater crime than paedophilia and homosexuality is the crime of apostasy, which means that one has inwardly fallen away from and betrayed our Lord Jesus Christ. Your so-called theology is a false gospel which does not lead to salvation but to eternal damnation. It causes inward apostasy from Christ and results in receiving the spirit of this world. This fact cannot be altered even by Your brilliant skill in using religious terminology, which only diverts from the essence and deludes many. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Bishops’ Synod hereby brings into the open before the whole Church Your apostasy from Christ by reason of proclamation of a different gospel. God’s Word fully applies to Your case: “If anyone preaches any other gospel, let him be accursed.” (Gal 1:8-9) We announce to You that as from 20th April 2010, Your Holy Masses as well as all the sacraments administered by You, with the exception of Baptism, are invalid. If You persist in obstinacy and not show true repentance, You will be eternally condemned. We also announce to all bishops, priests and believers that as a heretic and apostate You are outside the Catholic Church, i.e. You incur excommunication and God’s anathema. 
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