Response to the statement of 21st January 2010 issued by the CBK 
First we ask: Does the statement of 21st January 2010 issued by the Czech Bishops’ Conference (CBK) tell the truth or a lie? We have to inform the public that it falsely states that the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church (UOGCC) is not in unity with the Pope. 

We respond: The UOGCC is in unity with the Pope. By contrast, the Church under the leadership of ex-Card. Vlk in the Czech Republic (CR) is not in unity with the Pope because it is in unity with the heresies of Halík and with the heresies of Zollitsch. Moreover, Vlk declared publicly in the mass media that he did not maintain internal unity with Pope Benedict XVI. By contrast, our Bishops’ Synod does maintain this unity. We have to state that on 29th June 2008 ex-Card. Vlk excluded himself from the Church by reason of unity with heresies. So according to Gal 1:8-9 he is under God’s curse. He is a dead member of the Church – her traitor and enemy. He is an apostle like Judas. He preaches a different gospel and has a different spirit from that of the Apostle Paul and other Αpostles. 
The other bishops of the CBK, with only few exceptions, have likewise excluded themselves from the Church. They were appealed by the Bishops’ Synod of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church to dissociate themselves publicly from the heresy of Archbishop Zollitsch. Since they did not do so, as from 26th July 2009 they are excommunicated from the Mystical Body of Christ. They have fallen under an anathema for a denial and betrayal of Christ. They are heretics and apostates. Therefore no Catholic Christian can obey them. The only way for them is to show public repentance and to renounce unity with the spirit of heresy which is behind Archbishop Zollitsch and Professor Halík. Thereafter the Holy Father can receive them back into the Church. They now hold their offices unlawfully. The statement of the CBK that Bishop Eliáš maintained nonorthodox views is a lie. All who read www.community.org.ua and www.uogcc.org.ua can see that right this bishop fights for orthodoxy. 
We, Bishops of the UOGCC, did not proclaim ourselves bishops; we would thus be no bishops. We received ordinary Episcopal consecration, which we announced to the Holy Father and he accepted it. We remind that these orders in Ukraine were conferred under extraordinary circumstances.
Concerning so-called excommunication, which the CBK speaks about hypocritically, we add that heretical bishops like L. Husar cannot excommunicate orthodox bishops. Bishops of the Catholic Church could be punished by the Holy Father alone. In our case, he saw no reason for doing so. 
The statement that we are doing great harm to the Church is a lie. We serve the Church and work for the sake of her purification and spiritual renewal. Who is really doing harm to her is the heretical and apostate bishops of the CBK. 
As regards establishment of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church in CR, according to the Czech laws the believers have a right to it, whether they are Ukrainians or Czechs. The CBK sees the danger of an alternative and therefore it tries to intimidate and deceive the sincerely seeking Catholics by means of mendacious statements, and, moreover, it is pulling all the strings to get the state authorities to prevent registration of this Church even at the cost of violating the state laws. 
We therefore call upon all sincere Catholic believers not to let themselves be intimidated by the lies of the CBK and to support the establishment of the UOGCC in the Czech Republic. The UOGCC is an alternative to the compromised heretical and apostatical structure of the CBK. 
Bestowing a blessing on all sincere Catholics in CR,

Bishops of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church

Members of the Standing Synod of the UOGCC

+ Metoděj R. Špiřík OSBMr

+ Markian V. Hitiuk OSBMr

+ Samuel R. Oberhauser OSBMr

+ Eliáš A. Dohnal OSBMr

Lvov (Ukraine), 21st January 2010

Copies to:

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Václav Klaus, President of CR

· Ministry of Culture in CR (department of religious affairs)

· Priests, religious and Catholic believers in CR

Address: Bishops’ Synod of the UOGCC, 3 Sosnova St., 79491 Lvov-Bryukhovychi (Ukraine)

www.community.org.ua, www.uogcc.org.ua; pidhirci.community@gmail.com
