State Committee on Matters of 
Nationalities and Religions

9 Volodymyrska St.

01025 Kiev 
Announcement about religious discrimination

Dear Sirs,

on 1st April 2009 three representatives of the parish community of Pidhirtsi (Brody dist., Lvov reg.) came to the Regional State Administration in Lvov where they applied, not for the first time, for written permission for religious activity of their bishops. Head of the religious department Mr. R.K. informed them that at L. Husar’s instigation they had received an order from “Kiev” not to give their permission for religious activity of members of the orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC who are not citizens of Ukraine. Head of the religious department further said that a special committee would soon come from Kiev and hold a meeting with the State Security Committee of Lvov, UHIRFO (State Department of Citizenship, Immigration and Registration Affairs of Physical Persons), HU MVS (Central Police and Military Forces Administration), border service etc. The result of their meeting has already been pre-determined: On the basis of the fact that the said bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC do not have the permission for religious activity (that means, they thus allegedly break the Ukrainian law on “Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations”, art.24), they will be expelled beyond the borders of Ukraine for so-called administrative offences! This information was also officially confirmed by an employee of UHIRFO Lvov, Mr. J.S., when two of the bishops of the orthodox Synod appealed to him for prolongation of stay in Ukraine.
Another offence of religious discrimination was committed by employees of the Ukrainian embassy in Prague. Religious sisters from a contemplative monastery (Lvov), who have been living in Ukraine already for 15 years, obtained, at the request of their monastery, permission from the State Committee on Matters of Nationalities and Religions (Kiev) to apply for a religious visa for the year 2009. However, at the Ukrainian embassy in Prague this visa was denied to them; they were accused of document falsification and the vice-consul of the Ukrainian embassy even defaced their document (the permission from Kiev). When the sisters asked directly why they were denied the visa, they were given a reply in the following sense – your monastery is in contact with the orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC. Up to this day the Ukrainian embassy in Prague denies these sisters the visa to Ukraine!
Last year two of the bishops of the orthodox UGCC Synod, citizens of the Czech Republic (CR), applied for Ukrainian citizenship. Even the State Security Committee (SSC) gave a positive statement on their application. Quotation from the document: “... We announce that our Committee has no records which, concerning requirements of art. 9 of the “Ukrainian Citizenship Act”, might become the reason for denial of Ukrainian citizenship to the above-named citizens. ... On these grounds the SSC Ukraine, Lvov region, has granted the necessary recommendations.”
The document was signed by Head of SSC Mr. V. Nalyvaychenko personally. Nevertheless, by the intervention of L. Husar the above-mentioned citizens of CR were denied Ukrainian citizenship.
The conclusions: 

1) These cases unambiguously show distinct religious discrimination.
In Ukraine the Church is separate from the state. State organs are biased and break the law of Ukraine on “Freedom of Conscience...” art. 3 (freedom of conscience of the individual) 
art. 5 (separation of Church and state)

art. 8 (a right of the parish community to a free change of subordination)

2) It is a planned crime against foreign citizens. They are intentionally and unlawfully denied the permission to perform religious activity, and consequently, on the ground that they do not have this permission, they are to be punished by deportation! 

Explanation for the so-called permission to perform religious activity, given by Mrs. Lesia Kovalenko, doctor of law, assistant director at the Institute of Religion and Society of the Ukrainian Catholic University: “A distinct element of the Soviet policy concerning religion is the 1993 amendment to art. 24 of the “Freedom of Worship and Religious Organizations Act” – Point 4, in which the legislator lays down the condition that foreign priests may exercise their right to religious freedom only in certain religious organizations which invite them and with the permission of the state organ which registered the statutes of these organizations. This, however, is at variance with the international norms ratified by Ukraine as well as with the Constitution of Ukraine, art. 26, which guarantees equal rights for citizens of Ukraine and for foreigners, and art. 35, and above all with the norm concerning separation of Church and state.
The principle of separation of Church and state presupposes independence and autonomy of religious organizations, that means, not interfering into their organizational structure and activity, including internal discords; except for the case when the organization violates the Ukrainian laws (pt. 2, 3, art. 5, art. 7 of “Freedom of Worship...”). In a lawful state there is a principle which guarantees presumption of innocence of a person as well as a principle according to which a person is permitted all that is not explicitly forbidden by law. In compliance with the Ukrainian law on “Local State Administration Organs”, it is a duty of the local organs of state government to guarantee observation of the principle of supremacy of law and respect for human rights and liberties. The Constitution of Ukraine clearly defines the reason for restriction of the right to religious freedom, applying likewise to foreigners. Therefore, when deciding whether to permit religious activity or not the organs of state government are obliged to proceed from a resolution of the court which would state that the person violates the laws of Ukraine, and not from letters of a representative of state government organs or local authorities or this or that religious organization. Prohibition of religious activity for whatever other reason is beyond the competence of state government organs and is a violation of the right to religious freedom.”
Explanation of L. Husar’s attempts to remove undesirable people (witnesses) through the agency of state organs
Card. L. Husar was forcibly installed as Head of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) by certain Vatican officials. It was unlawful, invalid and without the knowledge of the Pope. These events have been testified by three Metropolitans of the UGCC (two of them are still alive) in the so-called Memorandum from 1996. Card. L. Husar filled all key posts in the UGCC with his people (with the same spirit of internal apostasy, i.e. apostasy from Christ), and subsequently he began purposefully and systematically introducing into the Church as well as into the Ukrainian society Western liberalism and decline of the Christian faith and moral laws.
He formulated his so-called spiritual programme in the book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”, in radio broadcasts and on the CD “The Way into One’s Self”. 

Card. L. Husar proclaims the following heresies: 

1) he casts doubt on the Divinity of Christ

2) he casts doubt on the Virginity of the Mother of God

3) he casts doubt on the eternity of hell

4) he approves of divination (by pendulum...)

5) he approves of occultism and syncretism

6) he approves of homosexuality and relativism

7) he casts doubt on the primacy for the UGCC faithful

8) he approves of reincarnation

According to the Holy Scripture (Bible) Gal 1:8-9, these heretical views carry the punishment of automatic excommunication from the Church and God’s curse on the individual and the nations. It concerns especially divination (magic) and homosexuality, which were punished with God’s fire coming down on Sodom and Gomorrah. God said explicitly that it was an example to all future generations! (see 2Pt 2:6)
Besides, L. Husar is well-known for his financial machinations and it is him who bears the main responsibility for an extreme spread of simony – bribery in the UGCC!
It was our Christian duty towards God, towards conscience and towards the Ukrainian nation to stand against these purposeful attempts to cause a decay of the Christian faith and moral laws in the hearts of the Ukrainians, above all the youth. We have tried several times to persuade L. Husar to change his attitudes. However, his response was a secret appeal to state organs for our deportation from Ukraine (for the first time in 2004, a letter of 6th August 2004 N. 399/2003).
Therefore as Greek-Catholic monks of pontifical right (i.e. we are not subordinated to L. Husar but directly to the Pope) and now as bishops we have publicly notified the Pope as well as the whole Church of the heresies and destructive activity of Card. L. Husar. We likewise warned the faithful not to open up to these liberal and apostatic heresies. These heresies lead to the loss of faith and eternal life (salvation). For these reasons L. Husar and his people exact vengeance on us. Their trials and punishments against us are invalid. L. Husar is not competent to judge religious of pontifical right and bishops and, moreover, he is under an anathema according to Gal 1:8-9. Therefore he tries to bring pressure to bear on state organs to silence us through intrigues.
Yours faithfully,

members of the standing Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC

+ Markian OSBM

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

+ Samuel 
Pidhirtsi, 4th April 2009

Copies to:

· President of Ukraine V. Yushchenko

· President of the Czech Republic V. Klaus

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine

· Minister of Foreign Affairs of CR
· Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine

· Members of Parliament of Ukraine

· State Security Committee, Kiev

· State Security Committee, Lvov

· Ministry of the Interior of Ukraine

· HU MVS Lvov

· UHIRFO Lvov

· Head of Regional State Administration M. Kmit

· Representatives of the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine
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