His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano 

A reform of theological studies
Your Holiness,

the greatest need of this time is the reform of the Church.

In the authority of the visible Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, by virtue of obedience connected with sanctions, declare a reform of the priestly formation. 

The biblical model of a bishop or priest for the present time is St. Apostle Paul. He set Christ as the foundation, centre and summit of his ministry of proclaiming the Gospel. He was really “alter Christos” (Gal 2:20). And nowadays every priest and every bishop should not be any different. 
Let us not forget: The most important thing in our life is – to lose my soul for the sake of Christ (see Mk 8:35), that He may live in me (Gal 2:20). 

Your Holiness, at the time when You were Cardinal You said: “The renewal of this full-value (living) relation to Christ is the thing that really matters (most). It is not possible to persuade someone about this relationship by verbal arguments (nor by various philosophies or theologies). This relationship has to be lived and thus made trustworthy even for others.”
This is true conversion and true mission! (see Acts 1:8)

The current formation of priestly generation has put into its centre intellectualism and scholarship. The fruit is spiritual schizophrenia, loss of the saving faith, loss of personal relation to Christ and extinction of mission. Therefore the reform is necessary!
The foundation of the new formation should be personal conversion, receipt of the Holy Spirit in fullness and practical following of Christ. On the pattern of the Apostles the priests should then devote themselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word (cf. Acts 6:4) (but not in the spirit of HCT!). 
Based on this foundation, not only new reevangelization but also the spiritual resurrection of the whole Catholic Church can follow. 

Some time earlier we have already proposed several models of a reform of priestly formation (see www.community.org.ua; Four Words from Ukraine – Ist word - VIII. Vision, perspective, spiritual revival project; Renewal of discipleship and of services in the Church /13th May 2006/; A reform of the theological formation of future priests /15th August 2007/). In essence, the point was to begin with a 40-day-long spiritual retreat connected with practical principles and experience from a mission. Then throughout the year small groups (of two) would realize in practice the knowledge acquired as well as the programme laid down during the spiritual retreat.
In the next year of study there would be practical teaching in biblical groups – practical formation of the community. 
In both the first and the second year of study the basis of the formation is a common prayer of missionaries and catechists as well as mutual sharing of spiritual and practical experience. In the morning the time is given to prayer, in the afternoon to mission. 
Only in the following three years the study is focused on the knowledge necessary for practice (dogmatic and moral theology, the Holy Scripture). 

In the sixth year the students would have practical training in mission and catechization. 
The Middle Ages brought uncritical development of philosophy. The means was often made into the end and finally a cancerous tumour developed.

Unless philosophy is tested by the experience of the Gospel, it does not serve man but leads to idolatry. Eventually it even becomes the basis of decadent thought in the society. 

Academic ground will not help to create a sound philosophy of life, quite the contrary; the only thing that will help is the experience of a truly lived Christian life. 

True wisdom is based on several sound principles:

1) Often to remember the Last Things: death, judgement, eternity.

2) With my reason I am to seek and remind myself of the sense and main aim of my earthly life, which is the eternal life.

I am to use the created things in accordance with the rule: “As much as necessary (for my salvation), nothing more and nothing less.” (St. Ignatius Loyola)

The current state of deformation

A student of 5th year testifies: “The student who begins the first year has the following in store: After about three months there comes a change of mind and conduct, the student adopts the spirit that rules the whole theological formation, which is made manifest even in his external behaviour. That means that a young man who is timid and sincere by nature becomes self-confident and arrogant. His external behaviour and manners become unnatural and hypocritical. Concerning his personal faith, it is turned into ridicule and so he mostly throws away the sound principles as well as the true faith. If somebody does not assimilate in this way, it is responded with great psychological pressure.”
A testimony of a student of 4th year: “Under the phrase that ‘we have to be on theological level’ the professors demanded of us from the very first year that we put aside personal piety (i.e. renounce the living faith in Christ as well as the sound Christian principles). Behind this catchphrase of the professors is hidden pride and practical unbelief. A certain 3rd year professor does not recommend in his textbook to call Christ’s resurrection a historical event.”
A student of 2nd year said to a candidate for the theological study: “If you want to study at the theological faculty, you have to receive the spirit of the world, the spirit of historic-critical method and in your mind you have to give space for heresies, otherwise you will not last it out.” Then he added: “You need not have any faith, if you do, at the theological faculty you will have problems with it. If you put it aside, you will have no more problems, neither internal nor external. You will be accepted, you will be on so-called academic level and the door to Church career will be opened for you.” 
Your Holiness, supposing that the condition of priestly ordination in the Catholic Church is to go through an atheistic formation (philosophy and HCT), it is a crime against God’s vocation!

It is necessary to give an opportunity for priesthood in an alternative form – through so-called discipleship. 
Jesus Himself chose His disciples and out of them He chose Twelve to whom He devoted Himself for three years. We also are to be His disciples. Jesus said: “Go to the people of all nations and make them My disciples (matheteuzate).” (Mt 28:19) These disciples then form a living spiritual organism, the head of which is Christ. God’s Word says about disciples: “You are the body of Christ, and members individually. And God has appointed these in the Church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers…” (1Cor 12:27-28). If Jesus gave us a command that we must make disciples, first we are to be disciples ourselves. Who is a disciple? A disciple is neither a graduate of theology with several degrees, nor a philosopher, nor a Biblicist, nor a moralist, he is neither a social worker, nor a Church hierarch, nor a successful priest. The norm of discipleship was set by the Saviour Himself: “Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Lk 14:33) 

Conclusion
Your Holiness, the greatest need of this time is the reform of the Church.

In the authority of the visible Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, by virtue of obedience, declare a new priestly formation whose foundation will no longer be HCT and false reverence for paganism but true discipleship and following of Christ on the pattern of the Apostle Paul. 

Asking for Your blessing,
the standing Synod of the UGCC
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