His Holiness
Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano
A reform of the priestly formation
Your Holiness,
the reform of the Church is tied with a reform of the new generation of priests. It involves a change of spirit. The spirit of relativism and rationalism must be replaced by the Spirit of Christ. The first place must be given to the essential truths of our salvation. These truths must be constantly emphasized. One must put an end to a heretical view of the Scripture. The Scripture is not a book of myths. It is the living Word of God. This change in thought and spirit is the foundation of the reform of the future generation of priests. 

What is the current situation in the seminaries? 

Heretical formation has two streams. The first one is the historical-heretical method. The spirit of atheism, which is behind the historical-heretical theology, flatters human pride and has nothing to do with Christ and His Gospel. The second heretical stream is the so-called reverence for paganism. The reverence for demons has de facto replaced the reverence for God. The Nostra aetate declaration has outlined this ideology and the Assisi peace prayers have embodied it. The future priests are formed by the spirit of apostasy. This spirit dominates all the information they receive during their studies. It censors it so that this information is transmitted and interpreted only in a heretical spirit. Apostasy has become the mainstream in the Church and is regarded as a new gospel. Who thinks otherwise is severely persecuted. St. Basil says: “The cruellest punishment is imposed for one crime only – adherence to the faith of the Fathers.”
A young man called by Christ is deformed in the seminary into an apostle of Antichrist. 

How is that possible? The pride of heretical theologians has promoted so-called scholarship and human reason to the highest standard. Jesus is calling even today: “Change your minds (metanoite), and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15) We are to believe in the Gospel! Not in Bultmann and his mythology. The belief in the Gospel leads to salvation. The belief in Bultmann and contemporary mythologists leads to hell. 

A poisoned atmosphere is created by heretical theologians. Such atmosphere is also created by a team of seminarians who have already adopted the spirit of heresy. The new priest will infect the believers with the spirit of heresy for all his life! This is the so-called new evangelization sheltered by heretics Zollitsch and Schönborn. In contrast to that, true evangelization and mission must have its beginning, centre and end in the living union with Christ. 

Christ’s priest will interpret the Holy Scripture in the same Spirit as the Apostle Paul. The Apostles fought with the spirit of heresy to the point of shedding their blood. Both they and all the martyrs preferred to die rather than to throw a grain of incense to pagan idols or pray for peace with pagans. 

Already many times, we proposed a model of sound theological formation. In essence, this entails a change of spirit and formation of prayer and biblical communities. God’s Word must be accepted as God’s Word. The new seminary formation begins with an entry spiritual retreat. This retreat must lead to practical conversion, to the reception of Christ as one’s Saviour and Lord. It is also necessary to receive the Spirit of Christ and to break with false spirituality, that is, with heresies and all forms of divination and magic. Seminarians must put into practice a model of a mission day. This mission day consists of a few hours of interior prayer followed by a time of sharing and practical mission trainings. The rest of the day is devoted to mission. It includes evangelization and teaching to the new converts. The essential thing is what and how to teach. How to implant the basic principles of the following of Christ. The groups of missionaries comprise 4-6 seminarians, including the leader. They perform mission in the field in groups of twos. 

After two years of service and experience the concerned undergo a three-year study course focused on the fundamental biblical truths, practical apologetics and practical Christian life. This will sound the death knell for intellectual pride, so-called academic standard, as well as for heresies and spiritual death. The foundation of a spiritual awakening is the living cells of Christians. Converted people filled with the Holy Spirit are ready not only to witness to Christ but also to sacrifice their lives for His sake like the early Christians. 
Your Holiness, close the factories that produce heretics. Give an opportunity of spiritual resurrection of the Church through a new formation of priests.
Praying for You,

seven bishops of the Synod of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church
Lvov, 28th January 2011
