His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano 

Prohibition of HCT
(historic-critical method – theology)

Your Holiness,

the greatest need of this time is the reform of the Church.

In the authority of the visible Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, by virtue of obedience connected with sanctions, prohibit teaching of historic-critical theology (HCT). This step is the foundation for the true reform! 

Nowadays HCT takes a pretension to scientifically explain the Scripture and thus also the whole Catholic teaching without subordinating itself to the authority and Tradition of the Church in the matters of doctrine (dogmas) and morals. It is based on atheistic philosophy, does not believe in any miracle, covertly denies even Christ’s resurrection, does not believe that Jesus is true God and true man and the only Saviour in the way the Church has been teaching it for 2000 years. HCT has a new teaching in which Christ is divided into Christ of history and Christ of faith, the latter said to have been imagined by the early community of believers.
If somebody accepts the heresies proclaimed by HCT, he is thus automatically internally excluded from the Church community! This is no triviality!

The effect of the spirit of HCT can be compared to a poisoning caused by potassium cyanide. Potassium cyanide chemically combines with oxygen blood receptors. This bond with a poison which causes death is much quicker and easier than the bond with oxygen which gives life. Death is caused by a lack of oxygen. The effect of the spirit which is behind HCT is similar: it flatters the thinking of one’s old self whose bond with the spirit of lie is quicker and easier than the bond with the Word of God and Spirit of truth. The natural, carnal man with his purely rational approach to the Holy Scripture was and will always be producing heresies and spreading them with easiness and great speed. Potassium cyanide has a pleasant almond smell. Similarly, all heresies, including HCT, pleasantly flatter the carnal man. After the use of poison one is easily, mercilessly and quickly suffocated.

St. Basil the Great calls in the time when the Church is being internally destroyed by the heresy of Arianism: “… All intelligence of those who are learned in word is filled with a delusion of false and half-true assertions like an eye is full of dust.”
In her book The Original or a Fake Professor Eta Linnemann, a student of Rudolf Bultmann, writes: “God’s children, one generation after another, those who were willing and eager to serve God, those we made ‘go through the fire’ and sacrificed them to this Moloch of atheistic theology (HCT). The result is generations of deceived deceivers. When will we finally be converted and leave this idolatry?”
The Decalogue of HCT (a series of heresies)
1) The reality of God is pre-excluded.

2) God’s Word and the Church are no longer the supreme authority; there is “a principle of scientism”. 

3) The Bible and Christian faith are on an equal level with pagan religions and their “sacred” writings.

4) According to HCT the Bible is not the Word of God. 

5) HCT is a new magisterium, the only one to interpret the Scripture. 

6) What is written in the Bible could in no case be in the way it is written there.

7) HCT determines what in the Bible is true and what, allegedly, is a lie – a myth.

8) Separation of the Church from the Scripture.

9) According to HCT Jesus is neither God nor Saviour.

10) The Ten Commandments (Decalogue), according to HCT, are no longer in force. 

Jesus said: “…when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses.”  (Acts 1:8)

Who is a witness? A witness is the one who was personally present at some event, personally experienced it. It is never possible to call someone a witness if one did not meet the person to whom one is to be a witness. 

That is why the Holy Spirit has been given, that whoever opens one’s heart to Him may meet Jesus. The Holy Spirit guides us into the presence of Jesus, opens the inner eyes and ears of man to make him see through the living Word of God all that Jesus has done and is doing for him, and thus to save him for eternal life. 

We ask: Do the professors of HCT witness to Jesus in power? Not at all! On the contrary, they covertly cast doubt even upon the most fundamental truths of the faith.

In his letter to the Roman Bishop (the Pope), St. Basil the Great as if characterized the situation we have found ourselves in: “... Unless You stand up straight away to help us, You will soon not find people to whom You could lend a helping hand, for they will all have gone under the rule of heresy.”

Like the Trojan horse, the historic-critical theology has penetrated from liberal Protestantism into the Catholic Church. As early as the beginning of the 20th century a spiritual trend called Modernism arose. Pope St. Pius X issued the encyclical Pascendi Dominici gregis (1907) through which this spirit of death and atheism was unmasked and the Catholic Church officially separated from it. About half the professors and students were expelled from theological faculties and seminaries, and for a few years a revival of the Church came through a living relation to Christ (First Fridays, Devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus). However, after the Second Vatican Council this spirit returned to the Church again, and now through theological faculties it has struck the majority of priests, religious and, besides that, the majority of the Church. There is a danger of total decay of the Catholic doctrine and of mass apostasy from Christianity, especially from the Catholic one. 

Prof. Linnemann writes: “Both historic-critical theology and historical science are based on a lie. Here science, in fact, is not a synonym of the truth but a rebellion against God which unjustly suppresses the truth. The acquired true knowledge is broken and distorted by a lie.”

In the introduction of the encyclical Pope Pius X writes: “Therefore we can no longer be silent, so as not to seem that we do not care about our most sacred duties. … There is no article of the Catholic faith that they would spare or not try to undermine…” (According to CIC these heretics fall under the punishment latae sententiae.)
St. Pius X further writes: “Modernists (present-day HCT) base on a philosophy which denies God. We suppose that it is clear to everyone what, in fact, is this method of modernists (present-day HCT) in history. ... And thus, who accepts and uses it accepts the heresies contained therein and is an opponent of the Catholic doctrine. ... Therefore, following the example of St. Charles Borromeo, I summon a solemn congress so that in every diocese an advisory council is established, comprised of tried and trusted men of clergy.“

The concrete step today is a break with HCT. 
Conclusion
Your Holiness, the greatest need of this time is the reform of the Church. 

In the authority of the visible Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, by virtue of obedience connected with sanctions, prohibit teaching of historic-critical theology (HCT). This step is the foundation for the true reform! 
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