His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano 
A reform of the Code

Your Holiness, 

in the letters of 25th January and 2nd February 2009 we took the liberty of pointing out to You in humility that the most essential thing today is the reform of the Church.

The mass media are bringing great psychological pressure to bear on You these days. The question is who and what spirit rules these mass media and what is his aim. The reason is not only that You withdrew the excommunication of four bishops consecrated by Archbishop M. Lefebvre, but first of all they try to intimidate You lest You commence the necessary reform of the Church. But regardless of it – do commence this reform in faith and do not let Yourself be intimidated in any way. In the present time God has put You where You are and given You power and supreme authority in the Church. Let the world shout, ridicule, threaten. Do what God wants You to do.

We have warned of the need for a reform of religious institutes, priestly formation as well as of the need for a prohibition against HCT and syncretism. Now we take the liberty of pointing out to You another vital element of the reform, and that is an amendment to the Canon Code. This modification is tied up with the divine view of the Church (ecclesiological issue). Basically, it is necessary to emphasize what is most essential in the Church, namely:

a) an orthodox doctrine and morals

b) a true life rooted in Christ

c) the defence of faith – inclusion of apologetics in the Code
d) the necessity for mission (it concerns a biblical and true Catholic attitude towards pagan religions and towards Islam too); all these are performing an antimission on the formerly Christian territory

New Code in place of the old one

The Church’s reform performed after the Second Vatican Council was certainly necessary. However, it has certain serious drawbacks. These are connected with the fact that the Second Vatican Council changed the focus of ecclesiology. That is to say, the Council did not emphasize the essence adequately so as to place the top importance on the fundamental truths of the faith and spiritual life. On the contrary, it over-emphasized openness to the world, so-called aggiornamento. This topic concerning the Council and so-called postconciliar spirit was cogently expressed by You, Your Holiness, in Your book “An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church” (1984). We yet add to this, or rather emphasize, some of Your views.

Uncritical and one-sided openness to the world has diverted the attention from that which is most essential – from the foundation, which is, a deep renewal of our identity in Christ. Instead, the emphasis has been placed on a different dimension, namely on the Church’s social action, the Church’s relation to the mass media, to culture... Unfortunately, without foundation this all is mere building on sand. 

Identity in Christ cannot be just presupposed, but one must return to it again and again through constant renewal and repentance. This is what the Council was to emphasize and only then on the sound foundation it was to point out new dimensions (the Church’s relation to mass media, culture, social action...). At the same time it was to warn of the concrete difficulties and dangers and to concretely mark out the boundaries.

The previous CIC Code established that if somebody was only suspected of heresy (whether he was a professor of theology or bishop), he was asked to vindicate himself. If he was silent for a period of 6 months and did not renounce the suspicious heresy, he was punished with excommunication. The contemporary Code does not give adequate scope for defence of identity. That is why there is a need for its reform. 

The new Code issued 16 years after the Council reflected not only the positive facets of the Council but also the so-called postconciliar spirit which uncritically opened the door to the world, heresies and moral decay. Therefore we have to repent, for the present-day Church is neither the salt nor the light of the world but rather a cause of offence and an apostatic Babylon.

Your Holiness, it is therefore necessary that You as Vicar of Christ on earth and as supreme authority briefly point out the essence of biblical and Catholic ecclesiology and make the inevitable modification to the Code. The need for application of the present Code in the fight against heresies today shows its absolute inadequacy as there is no adequate place for sound apologetics, mission and true spiritual life. Today this all is regarded as something that causes tension and so according to CIC one can label it as rebelliousness, a revolt against authority and hence a crime. Who wants to follow Christ will in compliance with the Code end up like Him – on the cross.

Until 1983 one whole chapter of the Canon Code emphasized in the first place punishments for offences against the faith. The new Code scattered and modified these punishments. This is, however, psychological manipulation.

For example, the punishment for apostasy from the faith by enroling in Masonic associations was automatic excommunication from the Church. By the new Code Freemasons can already be members of the Catholic Church. They only cannot receive Holy Communion. The one who joins the Masons undergoes a magic ritual by which one chooses a different lord and different god from God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. One thus excommunicates oneself from the Church. Why does the Code conceal this reality? 

Relativization of the truths of the faith as well as of the punishments for offences against the faith is as if on the one hand we said that Jesus is the only Saviour and that there is salvation in noone else, and on the other hand we would speak with reverence about other pagan gods and make them equal with Christ.

Defects of the Code

1) It does not emphasize the substance of the Church.

2) It does not emphasize the substance of episcopal ministry.

3) Abuse of the Code is not taken into account!

ad 1) The substance is a true teaching and a life of faith rooted in Christ.

ad 2) The Code makes the bishop into a Church property manager, a mere clerical worker. His primary task, i.e. leading the entrusted souls to holiness by his own example and protection of the purity of faith and morals, is not emphasized. The duty to sanctify the people of God is reduced to administering the sacraments. And this is not sufficient!

ad 3) The Code does not reckon with the possibility that in the hands of those who have heretical thinking and spirit of the world it might serve to kill the faithful and genuine God’s children and Christ’s witnesses. Regrettably, this is the case today. The Protestants hold the Catholic Church up to ridicule, for she has put the Code higher than the Bible, i.e. human commandments higher than the commandments of God.

The Eastern view of the canon law

Unlike the Western Church, the Eastern Church has its legal system founded on the Gospel, on the Tradition of the Fathers (St. Basil the Great ...) and on eight general and several local Councils (these Councils clarified the essence of the faith and disciplinary regulations were connected with the field of faith and morals).

The present CCEO Code screwed the Roman law on the Eastern mentality. 10 years after the publication of the CCEO the Syrian Patriarch pointed out the necessity for a change. Card. Sodano hypocritically reduced the Patriarch to silence, claiming that changes were not in the Holy Father’s interest. 

What is the primary task of the Church? Salvation and sanctification of souls!!!

This most essential concern is ground and relativized in the Code. The holy and divine laws, and the more so the divine life, cannot be replaced or expressed by the mentality and spirit of the Roman law. This attitude does not allow God’s Spirit in the Code but makes space for the spirit of legalism and pharisaism. Jesus’ word holds good here: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees.” (Mt 23:13)

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for having abandoned God’s law and stuck to human tradition. He said to them: “Why do you transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?” (Mt 15:3) “... Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honour Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (v.6-9)

The question arises: Is obedience to the Code (CIC, CCEO) at the same time obedience to God? Is there God’s Spirit, the spirit of repentance and life, behind this Code? What fruit does it bear?

Answer: There is a diametrical difference in many aspects! The situation is similar to the times of Christ, when Jesus was condemned according to the Church law! We ourselves have personal experience of this cunning and deadly machinery.

Conclusion

Your Holiness, we now bring forward another vital element of the reform, and that is an amendment to the Canon Code. This modification is tied up with the divine view of the Church, that means, with an emphasis on what is most essential in the Church, namely: 

a) an orthodox doctrine and morals

b) a true life rooted in Christ

c) the defence of faith – inclusion of apologetics in the Code

d) the necessity for mission (a clear stand on other religions).
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