His Holiness
Benedict XVI

The question of Assisi (1986, 2002)

Your Holiness,

in the light of a critical situation in the Church and a mass abuse of the gesture of John Paul II in Assisi it is evident that the fundamental dogmas of the faith have been denied. The Pope’s gesture has indirectly confirmed a heresy that unicity of salvation in Christ does not hold true any longer. Instead of preaching unicity of salvation in Christ, the public opinion is being formed at the Catholic universities and among many bishops that pagan idolatry is a way to salvation too, and therefore there is no need for mission any more. Many Christians nowadays accept Oriental philosophies and pagan practices, which lead them to apostasy and make them open up to demonic powers. The gesture in Assisi is a crime against Christ and His Mystical Body – the Church. 
In 2004 Pope John Paul II was asked by the contemplative sisters of St. Basil from the monastery in Albano to clarify his participation in the meeting in Assisi. He did not do so, thereby leaving in confusion the entire Christian world. Thus he de facto approved of the misinterpretation of his offence-giving gesture. 
It is very likely that in the future he will be proclaimed a heretic not only for negligence in defence against heresies but even for active participation in them. During his pontificate heresies and occultism had spread in the Church more than ever before; however, he took no adequate measure to resist that spiritual infection! 
The silence of Pope Honorius I on the heresy of monotheletism is a triviality in comparison with the gesture of John Paul II. 
What is the attitude of the Eastern Church towards the meetings in Assisi? The Apostolic Canon 45 states: “A bishop, priest or deacon who prays with heretics must be excommunicated...” According to this Canon 45 Pope John Paul II is excommunicated for a public prayer with the servants of the realm of darkness and for causing offence to the whole Church. This is the spirit of the Apostolic Canon 45.
Your Holiness, You are obliged to say a clear and definite word concerning the question of Assisi. Your silence will be understood as consent and co-participation in the crime against Christ, against the Gospel and against the papacy!
Praying for You and asking for Your blessing,
bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC
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