His Holiness
Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano

Paedophilic crimes of the Church hierarchy in Ukraine

(An open letter)

Your Holiness,

these days You have made an appeal to bring into the open and impose just penalties for the concealed crimes of clerical paedophilia. 
The following members of clergy have resigned by reason of paedophilia:

21st April 2010 – the German Bishops’ Conference appealed to Bishop Walter Mixa from Augsburg to resign from office
22nd April 2010 – Bishop James Moriarty (already the third Irish bishop) 

23rd April 2010 – Belgian Archbishop Roger Vangheluwe 

As early as 2008 we were acquainted with some of the paedophilic crimes in Ukraine. We were powerless and could do nothing because these affairs were concealed through bribes and other means. Today, however, to be silent means to be the culprit!
We hereby announce the paedophilic crimes:

· of Apostolic Nuncio Antonio Franco (presently Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine and Apostolic Nuncio to Israel and Cyprus)
· of Apostolic Nuncio Mykola Eterovych (presently Secretary General of the Bishops’ Synod of the Roman Curia)
· of Bishop Mikhail Koltun (presently Bishop in Zhovkva, Ukraine)

Ex-Card. L. Husar knew about these crimes and covered them up.
The victim was an under-age girl O. Kostenko (born 1988) from Kiev. In 1998 her parents turned to an ecclesiastical court and to state authorities. The affair was silenced and the parents along with their child were intimidated and sent to have a “consultation” with a psychiatrist. 
Your Holiness, we ask You that these four hierarchs should be deprived of office. Who may guarantee that they did not continue or do not continue committing such criminal offences? Therefore it is necessary that they should be justly punished even by the civil authorities, which will be of benefit to both the Church and society. 
Yours in Christ,

Bishops of the UOGCC

+ Metoděj OSBMr

+ Markian OSBMr

+ Samuel OSBMr

+ Eliáš OSBMr

Lvov, 26th April 2010

Copies to: 

· V. Yanukovych, President of Ukraine 

· A. Azarov, Prime Minister of Ukraine

· Ministry of the Interior 

· Head of the State Security Committee

· Mass media
Address: Synod of the UOGCC, 3 Sosnova St., Lvov - Bryukhovychi, 79491, Ukraine

www.uogcc.org.ua, www.community.org.ua; pidhirci.community@gmail.com







