Apostolic Nuncio to the Slovak Republic
Msgr. Mario Giordana

Your Excellency,

we are perplexed by the current choice of candidates for episcopacy.
On 6th June 2009 Fr. Róbert Bezák, a Redemptorist, is to be consecrated a bishop for the Trnava diocese. In an interview for the press he characterizes himself as a sportsman and a fan of rock music. Throughout the interview not a single word was said about the most fundamental questions of the faith or about Jesus. How is it possible that a man with the spirit of the world has been nominated for pastoral office? As for him, he can be justified, because he did not nominate himself. It is those who chose him who are to blame. The blame falls in the first place on the concrete individuals from the KBS (Bishops’ Conference of Slovakia) who pushed him through to this office. The next to be punished are the other bishops who mechanically approved this choice. With You, too, lies no small responsibility. 
What is the solution? Not to allow the consecration and to punish the culprits. If You do not have appropriate candidates, extend the term of office of Archbishop J. Sokol.
We ask: What are the standards today for the choice of a bishop? Is he first to be a man of faith who sets an example by his personal life and who suffered for the faith and for the defence of God’s laws? Is he a warrior of Christ who reacts to actual problems and defends the flock against heresies, moral devastation and false spiritual streams? 
In our letter of 5th May 2009 addressed to cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church we warned of the fact that nowadays the gravest crimes in the Church are committed by the so-called antipapal structure, which is doing quite the opposite of what is represented by the papacy and by the Pope. In the name of God and in the name of the Pope it is working towards self-destruction of the Church. A hidden norm set by this structure is such candidates who do not have a living faith, do not discern spiritual streams, let alone fight against heresies or moral devastation. These norms are fully met by the music fan and sportsman Fr. Róbert Bezák, who, moreover, mentions that his choice was written somewhere in the stars, probably according to the horoscopes.
Your Excellency, this is not a joke; this decides between the life and death of the sorely tried Church in Slovakia. Whether the Slovak Church shall see her spiritual awakening or spiritual death depends to a certain extent on You as well. Therefore be aware of Your responsibility before God. Your first step should be to cancel this consecration. 
We remind You that Bishop Tondra has not done adequate penance for his propagation of hypnosis and of other streams of occultism in pastoral service. Further, we remind You that up to this day the KBS have not repented of throwing the faithful into confusion by their indirect approval of homoeopathy in 1996. We likewise remind that by reason of his unity with the eight heresies of Card. L. Husar, the Greek-Catholic Archbishop Ján Babjak S.J. has been excluded from the Mystical Body of Christ and has drawn down upon himself the heaviest ecclesiastical penalty of anathema (cf. Gal 1:8-9).
Your Excellency, we understand that You are in a difficult situation; however, You accepted the office and along with it the responsibility before God and before the Slovak nation. You will account for this office. Act as a true apostle and witness of Jesus Christ.
We pray for You, that You may have the courage to act not in accordance with the human bon ton but in accordance with God’s will in truth. 
In Christ,
bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC

+ Samuel OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

+ Markian OSBM

+ Eliáš OSBM

Pidhirtsi (Ukraine), 20th May 2009

Enclosure: 

· Letter to Fr. Róbert Bezák, candidate for episcopacy

Copies to: 

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI
· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

· Bishops of KBS

Address: Pidhirtsi 19, Brody dist., Lvov reg., 80660, Ukraine 

www.community.org.ua; e-mail address: pidhirci.community@gmail.com

