Metropolitan Filaret

Head of the Belarusian Orthodox Church

Your Beatitude,

the mass media have informed about Your attendance at the so-called ecumenical meeting in Munich on 11-13 September 2011. The meeting was a preparation for the 25th anniversary of the betrayal of Christ and the faith by the Roman-Catholic hierarchy headed by the apostate Pope John Paul II in Assisi. This crime has brought a new thought in the Western Church which through the gesture of the ex-Pope in Assisi puts pagan religions on an equal footing with Christianity. In other words, salvation in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, through His redemptive death on the cross is put on an equal footing with the worship of pagan demons. Your presence in Munich was a gesture of unity with this spirit of betrayal of Christ and His Gospel. We understand that You might have been deceived. You Yourself had an indifferent speech there about the attack on two American skyscrapers on 11 September 2001. Moreover, the embraces between You and the Latin bishop in the film shot were quite undignified too. All this would be only a small loss.

However, the tragedy would be if You took part in the apostatical comedy in Assisi and in the Vatican on 26-28 October 2011. We hereby appeal to You not to let Yourself be fooled by Latin apostates and not to participate in the syncretistic meeting. If You do attend it, You will make it manifest that You accept unity with the spirit of apostasy. You will thus bring down a curse on Yourself as well as on the Church in Belarus. Our Patriarchate will be obliged before God and before the Church in Belarus as well as before all Christians to declare You an apostate who fell under God’s anathema (see Gal 1:8-9). We hope that You will realize at least retrospectively into what trap Your Latin “colleagues” led and want to lead You. Be cautious and brave. You made a mistake, so do penance like the Apostle Peter. Apologize publicly before the Belarusian Church for Your gesture in Munich and warn Your believers against false syncretism and false ecumenism.

At the present time, when the EU has imposed unjust sanctions on Belarus, Your presence in Munich can be seen as a form of treachery. God entrusted You with authority. Be watchful lest anyone should abuse Your authority against You and against the Church. 
Praying for You,
+ Elijah

Patriarch

+ Methodius OSBMr       + Timothy OSBMr

Secretaries of the BCP
Lvov (Ukraine), 22 October 2011

Cc:

- President O. Lukashenko 

- Members of the Parliament of Belarus
- Bishops of the Belarusian Church 

- Cyril, Patriarch of Moscow 
- Mass media in Belarus
