Establishment of the UOGCC in the Czech Republic

Dear Catholics and dear Christians in the Czech Republic,

we are turning to You by this letter in order to react to the spiritual situation which has arisen in the Czech Republic (CR). On 29th June 2008 an anathema was promulgated against Card. M. Vlk and Prof. T. Halík, which they fell under by reason of proclamation of a different gospel. They thus excommunicated themselves from the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church. For the same reason, i.e. for unity with heresies – in this case with the heresy of German ex-Archbishop R. Zollitsch – on 26th July 2009 an anathema was promulgated against the majority of the Czech bishops. God through His word meted out punishment: “If anyone preaches any other gospel to you, let him be anathema (accursed).” (Gal 1:8-9) 

What is the essence of the Gospel? The Gospel is the good news about our salvation which is built upon two pillars: the first one – Jesus Christ died for our sins; the second one – Jesus Christ rose from the dead. The Apostles preached this very essence of salvation. All who received this good news were saved. Salvation in Jesus Christ is connected with conversion and repentance, which holds true even today. However, on 19th April 2009 Archbishop Zollitsch publicly uttered a heresy that Christ did not die for our sins but just out of solidarity with the suffering. Similarly, Prof. Halík in CR proclaims a heresy that Christ did not rise from the dead historically but just eschatologically. Ex-Card. Vlk and the majority of the Czech bishops are in unity with these two heresies. The sacraments administered by these ex-bishops – with the exception of Baptism – are invalid as sacraments administered by heretics and apostates. No Catholic can obey them even though outwardly they continue in Church offices. If they wanted to punish somebody and appeal to the canon code, these so-called punishments are not valid and not binding. Why? Because apostates are no longer in the Church; they are under God’s curse for their apostasy (cf. Gal 1:8-9). This God’s punishment cannot be remitted even by the Pope unless they themselves repent. If they die in this state of impenitence, they will be eternally condemned. However, the curse which is on them will gradually pass even on those who are subordinate to them and in unity with them. Therefore it is necessary that God’s people separate from them. The apostates have excluded themselves from the Catholic Church and they are not even Christians any longer. Now they hold the offices unlawfully. The ex-bishops along with the Greek-Catholic ex-Bp. L. Hučko are organized into the so-called CBK (Czech Bishops’ Conference). The spiritual atmosphere of apostasy within the CBK is maintained by three leading representatives of the apostatical Focolare movement: Vlk, Graubner and Hučko. Ex-Archbp. Graubner is known to maintain close contact with the Lions Club which has a direct relationship to the half-secret organization of Freemasons. Under his dictatorship the CBK becomes an instrument of the spirit of New Age. 

The CBK has recently issued a proclamation against the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church (UOGCC), which contains a number of mendacious statements, e.g. that our UOGCC is not in unity with the Pope. We hereby declare that this statement of the CBK is a lie! We are in unity with the Pope. We need no new acknowledgement. However, the leadership of the UGCC headed by L. Husar, who publicly proclaims heresies, has been excluded from the Greek-Catholic Church. Our Church – Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church – has remained the true heiress of the martyrish UGCC and has never accepted 7 Husar’s heresies. The fact that we added the word “orthodox” to the name was only for the purpose of registration before the state authorities. They did not want to register us under the name of the UGCC because the heretical structure did not want to renounce this name, though it now bears it unlawfully. Yet thus it deceives the faithful, gradually leads them into heresies and brings the spirit of New Age into this martyrish Church. This causes both internal and external apostasy. We announced to the Holy Father that for that very reason – as a counterbalance to the heretical structure – a new structure (Church) was established formally. 

In fact, even the Greek-Catholic Church in CR headed by ex-Bp. Hučko and the Roman-Catholic Church headed by ex-Card. Vlk are not in unity with the Pope. Both of them have been torn from the Mystical Body of Christ owing to heresies which they uphold. Unlike them, we are in both internal and external unity with the Holy Father. If it were not so, the Holy Father would have clearly said that we are not under his jurisdiction. This would be a schism, similarly to the Orthodox Church, though nowadays within the framework of ecumenism many consider it a privilege to some extent. So the statement of the CBK that we are not in unity with the Holy Father is a downright lie. On 11th August 2009 the orthodox Bishops’ Synod informed the Holy Father about the establishment of an orthodox structure under the name of the UOGCC and declared our subordination to and unity with him. We also presented to him this model of an orthodox structure as a certain solution for the Western Church, which is under the dominion of heretics in a greater measure.

The statement in the declaration of the CBK that Bishop Eliáš maintained non-orthodox views is a lie. All who read www.community.org.ua and www.uogcc.org.ua can see that right this Bishop fights for orthodoxy. 

We, Bishops of the UOGCC, did not proclaim ourselves bishops; in such case we would be no bishops. We received ordinary Episcopal consecration which we announced to the Holy Father and he accepted it. Certainly, this took place under extraordinary circumstances for the reason that ex-Card. Husar promoted his 7 heresies and both he and the bishops who were in unity with him had automatically excluded themselves from the Catholic Church. 

As for alleged excommunication, which the CBK speaks about hypocritically, we add: heretical bishops, as e.g. L. Husar, cannot excommunicate orthodox bishops. In accordance with the canon laws, bishops of the Catholic Church can be punished by the Holy Father alone. In our case he did not see any reason for doing so. However, in accordance with God’s laws the punishment of excommunication falls automatically – even without the declaration of the Pope – on every Christian who proclaims a different gospel and persists in heresy, whether he is a Catholic or non-Catholic. This anathema is of greater weight than all canon codes and, moreover, it is supra-denominational. 

The statement that we are of great harm to the Church does not apply to us but to the ex-bishops of the CBK. We, by contrast, serve the Church and defend the orthodox teaching. The very essence of her existence is at stake. Without this essence which we defend the Church exists no more. Another lie on the part of the CBK is the statement that we break Church unity. But it is the heretical and apostate bishops of the CBK who break it with their heresies and spirit of apostasy. 

As for establishment of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church in CR, in accordance with the Czech laws the believers have a right to it, whether they are Ukrainians or Czechs. The ex-bishops of the CBK are well aware that the orthodox alternative is a danger to their power monopoly in the Catholic Church. Therefore by means of mendacious statements they try to intimidate and deceive sincere Catholics in order to prevent them from joining the orthodox Catholic structure. Moreover, they use every possible means of influencing concrete officials of state authorities so as to prevent registration of this Church even at the cost of violating the state laws. The Focolare movement really excels at this dirty politics of personal contacts, smiles and bribes. What the law lays down as impossible they make possible. That was also the reason why the attempt at establishment of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in 2003 met with failure. The concrete official who violated the state laws in that particular case was Focolare-inspired Ms. Řepová at the Ministry of Culture. She had the courage to violate several state laws and made arduous efforts to discourage the intending members in order to realize the wish of the Focolare CBK. With the blessing of Hučko and Vlk she committed a number of frauds to satisfy their “pious” desires. The Ukrainian believers would gather every evening in the span of 18 days that year in front of the Apostolic Nunciature in Prague with a demand for establishment of their own Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. It is quite interesting that the press did not carry a single piece of information about this manifestation in spite of having been informed about it. Ex-Card. Vlk let slip that they had seen to it that the public did not get to know anything. 

As for exarch Hučko, we have to remind that he stole in a mean way a flat and a house in Prague from Mrs. Kalina Š. When she demanded restitution, she met with cynicism and despotism. This bishop also stole our monastery in Sázava which we had built up from a barn, and now he is selling it shamelessly – if at least he first offered it at the disposal of the community of the faithful in Sázava. This small monastery is built on a sacred place where St. Procopius lived and from where, according to hagiology, he cast out 1000 demons. It would be a tragedy if he sold this house and it would be made into a bar or a pub. 

What is the situation like at the present time? The statement of the CBK dated 21st January 2010 warns the believers to reject unequivocally these and similar activities (i.e. registration of the UOGCC). In order that this Church may be registered in CR it needs 300 members. Ex-Card. Vlk and the CBK strive to prevent the believers at any cost from becoming members of the UOGCC as well as to prevent the state from recognizing this Church. 

What kind of intrigues did they carry on in 2003? They declared that the Holy Father first had to give his approval to the establishment of the then UGCC in CR. Whom in reality did they mean by the Holy Father? They meant two apostates (at that time still covert and now already overt), namely ex-Card. Vlk and ex-Card. Sodano, the latter liquidating all life and orthodoxy in the Church in the name of the Holy Father. As the Ukrainians saw that they would not manage to break through that spiritual concrete and that they would receive no approval from that “Holy Father”, they decided to establish a religious organization as it was done by various Christian or non-Christian communities in CR. In spite of the fact that the signatures necessary for the registration were gathered, the registration was not granted. 

At the beginning of 2010 some Ukrainians living in CR visited us in Lvov and asked us to establish the UOGCC in CR as well. Now the situation is different from that 7 years ago. Ex-Card. Vlk, L. Hučko and other bishops have excluded themselves from the Catholic Church. Our orthodox Catholic Church in CR can, moreover, become an alternative even for the Roman Catholics. Those who do not want to remain in unity with the heretical hierarchy can become members of our UOGCC. This is what the apostates are afraid of and that is why by means of lies, threats, intimidation, promises or personal contacts they try to dissuade the believers who intend to build up a new orthodox structure. We repeat: their threats and canonical penalties do not bind anyone in conscience. They are unlawful and invalid. Letting oneself be intimidated will only be to one’s own disadvantage – one will remain under the sway of heresies and of the spirit of heresy.

In the history of the Czech and Moravian Church there were various alternatives too. For example: In the time of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the Eastern liturgy and tradition existed beside the Latin one which was represented by the mean and cunning Bishop Wiching. In the time of St. Procopius (the first half of the 11th century) there were two traditions as well. One was upheld by St. Procopius with his monastery in Sázava and the other by the Latin bishopric in Prague. During Hussitism and Posthussitism there were so-called Catholics under one species and Catholics under both species – Utraquists. Utraquists had their consistory in Slovany in Prague. The Latin bishop resided in another place in Prague.
Today the establishment of an orthodox structure is not so much a matter of the rite, but its first and foremost purpose is preservation of orthodoxy. An alternative to the heretical structure is an orthodox Catholic structure. 

What would this mean in practice for the Roman Catholics who would become members of the UOGCC? 

1) They would remain in true unity with the Holy Father because heretical bishops have fallen away and are no longer in this unity. 

2) By their membership they would make it manifest that they have separated from heresies and that the curse which is on apostates does not fall upon them. 

3) The believers who will join the UOGCC can continue attending their churches and receiving the sacraments there, since in the present situation there is no other choice. The priests who have not opened up to heresies administer all sacraments validly. These believers – members of the UOGCC – will be persecuted by the apostate bishops. If they remain faithful to Christ, He will give them the grace and strength to persevere in faithfulness to Him and not to submit to heresy again. This step of faith and sacrifice will open the door for the renewal of the Church in CR. The orthodox bishops of the UOGCC will provide the spiritual service for these orthodox Catholics. This concerns the active faithful. As regards the passive believers or the seeking Christians who will become members, on their part it is an honest gesture of support for God’s work in the nation. These do not worry themselves about persecution by the heretical bishops, so they cannot intimidate them in any way. God will certainly grant the grace to many of them that later on they will even become active members. 

In the present time every nation will face this recovery-bringing division because heretics have occupied the key posts in the Catholic Church and are purposefully leading her into internal decay and self-destruction. If only the Czech Republic became a model for other states of Europe and for the rest of the world. 

The heretical structure in power will not resign voluntarily from its position in the Church; however, on the other hand, it is also not willing to confess the faith and to separate from heresies. Therefore a reform is necessary, which can only start from below today. We would like to express our thanks in advance to all who are brave and honest and will support the establishment of the orthodox Catholic structure. 

Bishops of the UOGCC

+ Metoděj R. Špiřík OSBMr

+ Markian V. Hitiuk OSBMr

+ Samuel R. Oberhauser OSBMr

+ Eliáš A. Dohnal OSBMr

In Lvov, 30th January 2010

Copies to:

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI
· Václav Klaus, President of CR

Address: Synod of the UOGCC, 3 Sosnova St., Lvov - Bryukhovychi, 79491, Ukraine
www.uogcc.org.ua, www.community.org.ua; pidhirci.community@gmail.com
