Fr. Róbert Bezák

Candidate for episcopal consecration

Reverend candidate for episcopacy,

on 6th June You are to be consecrated a bishop. We have read Your interview for “Pravda” of 24th April 2009.

The interview gives the impression that the most important thing for You is going in for sports (cycling) and propagation of music groups and of the rock stream which, however, is inseparably tied up with moral devastation of youth. 

What You regard as essential for Your episcopal ministry is Your language training for, as You say, You have friends in Germany and in Rome. 

As for theology, You proudly avow Yourself to be an adherent of Chardin’s teaching which contradicts the doctrine of the Church in all respects. In essence, his teaching is based on pantheism and on other heresies which have nothing to do either with the saving faith or with the spiritual life. 

In Your opinion, the essential quality for the episcopal ministry is to be human. However, You should realize that in the present-day internal crisis of the Church the bishop must in the first place be wholly Christ’s. He must be His true disciple and witness. Only such bishop will be able to preach God’s Word in season and out of season like the Apostle Paul and be ready to suffer persecution and, if necessary, even to sacrifice his life for Christ’ sake and the Gospel’s. Propagation of rock music and even introducing it into the churches instead of reevangelization and following of Christ is a sign that You do not have the Spirit of Christ but the spirit of the world. At the same time this attitude of Yours reveals that You feel no grief over the bleeding Body of Christ and over the souls which are going the broad way of so-called humanism to eternal perdition. In the present time masses of Christians are being contaminated by the spirit of the world and the most effective means is this very music which You propagate. Moreover, this music manipulates the human mind and according to medical investigations it affects the function of the endocrine glands, i.e. it influences human sexuality and disposes man to violence and cynicism. 

You expressed Your opinion that it would not be inappropriate if e.g. the song Yesterday by The Beatles could be heard in the church. However, the second verse of the song is explicitly impure. The song makes no mention of God, of Christ or of whatever natural virtue. The press agent of this group, which You want to propagate in the churches, said: “They are wholly Antichrist’s.” 

There have been numbers of deterrent cases of death either of members of the music groups that You propagate or of others (drug overdose, suffocation with their own vomit, suicide etc.). One shall ask: Where are their souls? The way which they showed is really the way to hell (see the song Highway to Hell by Black Sabbath).

You condemn Your predecessor for his taking a critical stand against the group Black Sabbath. 

In their concerts Black Sabbath perform black masses, invocation of the devil, covens of witches. During their shows Ozzy Osbourne bites off the heads of birds and lets himself be called “Lucifer’s favourite”.

You noted that You grew up, among other groups, on Led Zeppelin. Jimmy Page, the leading guitarist of Led Zeppelin, said: “A rock concert is in fact nothing but a ritual... In the concerts of Led Zeppelin the aim of both the singers and the people is energy. To reach this energy it is necessary to open up the sources of magic power, however dangerous it may be.” The popular song by Led Zeppelin “Stairway to Heaven” contains a message in a coded form (backward masking): “It’s necessary that you’d live for Satan.” 

It is therefore no wonder, considering the fact that You had been unconsciously under such influence, that now You are not able to discern that Black Sabbath is not only an anti-Church but totally and clearly Antichrist’s and satanist group. It stands to sense that unless You renounce the influence of this music stream You cannot be a good shepherd of the flock entrusted to You. 

You claim that music should not be perceived spiritually. However, it does work spiritually. The experts state that the fruit of this music is violence, impurity, depressions, cynicism, rebellion... 

The Holy Father Benedict XVI, formerly Card. J. Ratzinger, said about rock: “... this kind of music disintegrates personality and individuality. Man frees himself from his conscious existence. Music becomes an ecstatic experience, liberation from one’s self. Such liberation in no way differs from drugs and is at sharp variance with the faith in Christian salvation. In reality, there are still more frequent displays of satanism in this music, and many people are still not aware of its dangerous influence.”

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. In Your whole interview one cannot hear a single sentence about the Lord Jesus, the less so a confession that You love Him and that for His sake You are ready to shepherd the sheep entrusted to You and to rescue them from the broad way which leads them to perdition to the accompaniment of this rock music.

We admit Your sincerity. Therefore he who nominated You to this office has the sin. If You are honest, You have two choices: a) To be truly converted and to repent of Your whole life, which means that You give the first place in Your life to Christ and to the preaching of His Gospel. Then You will be able to assume responsibility for the souls entrusted to You and wage a spiritual battle against heresies and against the spirit of the world. This will bring You persecution, denigration, but You will then be a good shepherd in truth and the Lord Jesus will reward You. In such case You need not hesitate to receive episcopal consecration on 6th June 2009. b) Supposing You do not feel like assuming this office, refuse the consecration honestly. Otherwise Your eternal salvation is at stake.

We also send You the formula for profession of faith and renouncement of heresies, which should be adopted as a matter of course by every bishop and Church superior. Every bishop who will not confess his faith and will not renounce heresies by 14th September 2009, pronounces the penalty of anathema against himself. 
In Christ,

bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC

+ Samuel OSBM
+ Metoděj OSBM
+ Markian OSBM
+ Eliáš OSBM 
Pidhirtsi, 20th May 2009
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