To priests of the Catholic Church
Joint responsibility of priests
Dear servants of the altar,

we are in the Lenten period (Quadragesima), expecting resurrection with hope. God has put in our heart a grief over the state the Catholic Church has found herself in. We have already written a number of letters to the Holy Father concerning this topic, the copies of which were addressed to cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church. 

In several last letters we pointed out to the Holy Father his responsibility for the reform of the Church. Afterwards God gave us the light in connection with it and revealed to us that without cooperation with the bishops the Pope can neither commence nor accomplish this reform effectively! Therefore bishops bear full responsibility for this reform along with him.
However, without You, dear servants of the altar, the bishops are like head without limbs. You were called by God to become fishers of men similarly to the apostles, to become shepherds of God’s flock entrusted to You. You, along with Your bishop, bear responsibility before God for the souls of Your parish entrusted to You. You can administer all sacraments excluding the sacrament of holy orders. The Western rite recommends that during holy orders the bishop should lay hands on the candidates together with the priests. You, along with Your bishop, also bear responsibility for the state of the Church in the whole diocese. You are obliged to encourage the bishop in the work of God and if he declines from the teaching of Christ’s Gospel You are obliged to admonish him with love. What kind of spirit will be breathing in Your local Church depends on each of You personally as well as on all You priests together. On the pattern of the apostles You have forsaken everything for Christ’s sake that You may follow Him. You, priests of the Western Church, renounced the possibility of having a wife, children, family, so that You may thus give Yourselves up to the service to Christ and the immortal souls. This sacrifice, especially in the present time, is extremely hard. All this is a visible testimony for the world. You are a living sacrifice to God, so it holds true about You: sacerdos alter Christos – the priest is another Christ. Your vocation is connected with a lifelong sacrifice and with the willingness to sacrifice Yourselves daily on the pattern of the Apostle Paul, “always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake” (see 2Cor 4:11). The world hates You as it hated our Lord and Saviour. You make Jesus present in this world. You were given the consecratory power: to transubstantiate bread and wine into Body and Blood of Christ. You were given the power of absolution, so that in the name of Christ You may remit sins. You bestow a blessing in the name of Christ and You are even called in a special way to holiness so that You may effectively cast out demons and lay hands on the sick that they may be healed (cf. Mk 16:17-18). Your dignity approaches the dignity of angels, and even surpasses them in some respect. Jesus says to You: “You did not choose Me, but I chose you (concretely you).” (Jn 15:16) If the diocese has holy priests, it is the greatest good and blessing for the nation. Your courage to witness to the living Christ, to follow Him and to sacrifice even Your lives for His sake is a great example for the souls entrusted to You. On this way of following Christ You need to be constantly encouraged and to continually renew Your first love for Jesus (cf. Rev 2:4). You need a living community of priests where You can pray for each other and solve Your problems as well as the problems of the local Church. Unfortunately, many priests have nowadays opened up to the spirit of the world and to the spirit of modern heresies which deny the Divinity of Christ and inspiration of the Holy Scripture, whereby they destroy their own identity. It is necessary to know that whoever has opened up to this spirit of heresy and not renounced it is just a dead member of the Church and in case of an immediate death he would be eternally condemned. The only way out today is the internal reform of the Church. This is God’s will and God’s demand today from which nobody can be dispensed. This reform of the Church starts from the individual. The primary step of this reform is a concrete confession of faith and concrete renouncement of the spirit of heresy (see the attached formula of confession).
The confession of faith presupposes at least four-day spiritual exercises encompassing the fundamental truths of our salvation (death, judgement, eternal condemnation, eternal life, sin, forgiveness of sins and deliverance in Christ, reception of Jesus’ Mother /see Jn 19:25-27/ and reception of fullness of the Holy Spirit /see Acts 2:38-39/...). 

The confession of faith according to the given formula may be performed in the presence of at least two witnesses, best during the exercises after the lecture about the redemptive death of Christ.

The priest shall send his confession of faith to his bishop or to the Pope by 14th September 2009 at the latest and shall at the same time make it public in his parish. Unless he does so, he makes it manifest that he refuses the biblical and Catholic teaching and Tradition of the Apostles and saints and has thus excluded himself from the Catholic Church and becomes an apostate (cf. Gal 1:8-9).
The Church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets (cf. Eph 2:20). The Holy Spirit works through both ministries. 
When the chief priests and scribes asked Jesus by what authority and power He was doing all signs and miracles, He asked them in reply: “Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?” (Lk 20:4) In other words Jesus said: The religious structure of Pharisees, Sadducees and chief priests omit the very substance: to preach repentance – renewal. Because they do not do so, God passes His authority on to John the Baptist. He acts in the authority and name of God. Nowadays there is an analogical situation. Therefore through this God’s authority we oblige all of You – Catholic priests – in conscience to make this concrete step of repentance – the confession of faith. We oblige You not only as bishops but also as those through whom God has given You this prophetical word. This word can be bindingly discerned or revoked by the Holy Father alone, and only ex cathedra. For to claim that in this catastrophic situation the Church does not need repentance, concrete repentance, entails grave responsibility. The Holy Father is exposed to great psychological and spiritual pressures. That is why his silence in the present situation is a sign of approval, approval of the Apostle Peter. 
We remind that every priest will answer for this letter in the hour of death – in the moment when he will meet Christ as the Judge face to face. 
This year is the year of Paul the Apostle. He is a pattern for us of conversion, sound teaching and true following of Christ. 

Praying for You and asking for Your prayer,

bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC
+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Samuel 

+ Markian OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 19th March 2009
On the feast of St. Joseph,

the patron saint of the Catholic Church

Copy to: His Holiness Benedict XVI

P.S.: We attach a copy of the formula of confession which You should fill in and send to Your bishop or to the Holy Father.
Address: Pidhirtsi 19, Brody dist., Lvov reg., 80660, Ukraine 
www.community.org.ua; e-mail address: pidhirci.community@gmail.com

Bishop X.
(His Holiness Benedict XVI)

Your Excellency (Your Holiness),

I, priest X., am sending You my confession of faith. Hereby I confirm before God and You that my confession of faith and renouncement of the spirit of heresy is sincere and true. 
.........................................

(signature)

The formula for the confession:
1) Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is true God, born of true God, not made, of one Being with the Father?

Answer: YES, I DO.

2) Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, that means even for you and for your sins, and the third day He rose again from the dead historically and really?

Answer: YES, I DO.

3) Do you commit your whole life to Him and do you receive Him as your only Lord and Saviour?

Answer: YES, I DO.
4) Do you receive the Mother of Jesus as it was done by the disciple under the cross (Gr: eis ta idia)? 

Answer: YES, I DO.
5) Do you receive the Holy Spirit as it was done by the apostles on the day of Pentecost?

Answer: YES, I DO.
Do you renounce:
1) historic-critical theology (HCT) and the spirit which is behind it?

Answer: YES, I DO.

2) the spirit of relativism, syncretism and false interpretation of Nostra aetate?

Answer: YES, I DO.

3) satan and demons, especially those which nowadays work through different forms of magic and divination, and the spirit of New Age?

Answer: YES, I DO.

On _______________ 2009, in ________________
