Critique of the CD of Card. L. Husar
(new thinking – New Age)

In the opening of the CD the vice-principal of the UCU (Ukrainian Catholic University) M. Marynovych initiates the listeners into extraordinary mysticism: “L. Husar is undoubtedly a man of faith and prayer, and therefore spaces of life are opening to him which others simply cannot perceive.” These hidden spaces of life, however, are actually represented by the heresies in his book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity” which lead to apostasy from Christ and from the Church and thus also into eternal damnation.
Further, Marynovych misuses Christ’s words: “Judge not, that you be not judged”, so that he himself may afterwards condemn discerning of good and evil.

His exaggerated statement about a launching pad against Mekka purposefully ridicules wariness in relation to Islam. The same demagogy is hidden even behind his ridiculing of sound-minded people when he says that they believe that the Sun revolves around the Earth. He says about Husar: “Millions of confessions have run through his heart.” But the reality is that noone has ever seen L. Husar confessing. In conclusion Marynovych says about Husar’s heretical thinking and godless gabble that this is how Christ spoke. That’s the limit!
M. Marynovych is the vice-principal of UCU. If this spirit of purposeful manipulation and lie is similarly embodied even in the UCU students, the so-called Catholic intelligentsia of UCU become misled misleaders of the Church and nation.
Marynovych states: “While listening to the interview, one repeatedly gets the impression that His Beatitude is a man who precedes his time and offers the Ukrainians such formulas for the acceptance of which they are now only preparing.”

Yes, he offers formulas – new paradigms which are opposed not only to the truths of faith but also to common sense (homosexuality, divination by pendulum). Marynovych must therefore ridicule as sound-minded people – as if they believed that the Sun revolves around the Earth – so the wariness of Christians, which he purposefully exaggerates by speaking about a launching pad against Mekka.
Husar does not tell just lies, he uses even half-truths and truths, yet these are set in a mosaic behind which is not the spirit of truth and repentance but the spirit of lie and spirit of the world. The whole interview is an evidence that he practically puts God aside. 
Interview analysis
Question: “There are two Chinese newspapers issued in Kiev... One can see a lot of Arabs in the city... What attitude to take towards them?”
Answer by L. Husar: “... One need not be afraid. They are bringing us something here. If they want to live here, ... the main thing is that they should be good, creative citizens, but they must be themselves!”
Commentary: The one who represents Head of the Church is expected first to put a question: Are these immigrants Christians? Do they not bring moral decay, will they not torture Christians by their attitudes? The Cardinal emphasizes: “The main thing is that... they must be themselves.” But what does it mean? If some of them are criminals, does it mean that the main thing is that they should remain so? Will this flood of foreigners, non-Christians, onto the Christian territory be of benefit to Ukraine? Will it contribute to her moral as well as spiritual good? May this flood of Arabs and Chinese have a positive influence on the spiritual renewal of Christianity, or will its influence be markedly negative, serving for liquidation of the very last Christians? This essential question is of no concern to Husar.
How do the Muslim Arabs treat Christians on the Islamic territory? How does China treat Christians? Husar says just that they bring something, but he does not even say what. Unless these people have sound moral principles, they can be neither good nor creative citizens. It is a scandal that a cardinal gives such an answer and does not emphasize that which is most essential – i.e. Christ, in whom is our salvation. The most important thing on our part is to repent, to return again and again to the essence of our salvation, to have the saving faith, to be ready all the time for eternity! Cardinal Husar calls this ‘dangerous fundamentalism’ which needs to be fought against! However, he emphasizes the contrary of the essence of faith or completely ignores it.
Question: “... money has the main say today... but people treat each other badly.”
Answer by L. Husar: “...We know that money has great power. And the more so is it possible to bribe all. ... The one who has money and bribes, finishes the school and gets a good job, and all bow before him and sing his praises... Therefore unless we find protection in a normal lawful state, in the society, money will be the most important element – for what other protection do we have?”
Commentary: The Cardinal, in essence, approves of bribery, corruption. The greatest offence for a believer is Husar’s statement: “...money will be the most important element – for what other protection do we have?” If this was said by an atheist, no wonder, but by a Christian? Is not his safest protection in God? A Ukrainian proverb says: “Do not even cross the door without God.” Money will not protect us against danger, illness or death. Several months ago the richest man in Slovakia P. Rezesh died. He had cancer and died alone out of home in an Austrian hospital. Another rich man was P. Dutsky; he was shot. The mass media carried a photograph in which he was lying on the stairs by the lift like a dead dog... Recently the German multimillionaire Adolf Merckle ended up as a self-murderer under a running train near his residence. All these had money, they even had millions, but these millions saved neither their temporal nor eternal life.
What does the Holy Scripture say about money and wealth? “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” (1Tim 6:10) Card. L. Husar, by contrast, states: Beside money we have no other protection.

St. John Chrysostom and St. Theodore the Studite, in the same spirit as the Holy Scripture is written, say: “The love of money begot all kinds of evil. Tempted by money, Judas betrayed his Master. The love of money is worse than the devil because the soul ruled by it is led astray, forced to forget all – to forget itself, to forget neighbours and to forget moral laws too. The love of money robs people of their mind and makes them unreasonable.” (St. John Chrysostom) “I beseech you, flee that shameful passion – the love of money, which is a root of all kinds of evil and the cause of condemnation of soul.” (St. Theodore the Studite)
The Cardinal’s answer to the question of bribery should have been similar to that of John the Baptist: “Collect no more than what is appointed for you.” To those who held political power John the Baptist said: “Do not intimidate anyone, and be content with your wages.” (Lk 3:12-14) Husar, by contrast, says: “Money will be the most important element, for what other protection (certainty) do we have?” So, in other words, try at any price to have as much money as possible; do not take heed of God or conscience!
The basis of human relations is justice. This basis is destroyed by bribery. The question of bribery is a question of faith and conscience. “The just shall live by faith.” (Rom 1:17) Unless a Christian takes seriously God’s Judgement and eternity, his righteousness is without foundations, it is a mere phrase.
The Cardinal totally ignores Jesus Christ, saving faith, conscience and justice; on the contrary he puts emphasis on money, prosperity and wealth!

Saint Basil, unlike L. Husar, says the following about wealth and money: “Who is the father of lie, the culprit of perjury? Is it not wealth? Is it not the lust for it? Money is the cause of evil, the origin of wars, the root of hatred.”
Husar’s thinking is neither biblical nor Christian but godless and worldly. Behind it is not the Spirit of repentance and truth but the spirit of manipulation and lie. Husar does not point to the living God but to a god called mammon. Jesus expressly warns against the service to mammon: “You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Mt 6:24)
Question: “If wealth ruins man, does it not mean that we should be poor?”
Cardinal’s answer: “... Man seeks fortune not in order to do good but in order to protect himself, his children, his grandchildren, in a word – in order to make them financially secure. You see, if money is a mere means, it is an excellent thing...”
Commentary: The Cardinal says: “If money is a mere means, it is an excellent thing... Man seeks fortune in order to make himself financially secure.” But God said to the rich man: “‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” (Lk 12:20-21) Jesus says to us further: “But seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Lk 12:31)
The question is, too, by what means one obtained the money. It may be obtained legally or illegally and be a means to a good or a bad thing. The Cardinal does not distinguish between these things. It is demagogical to say: “If money is a mere means, it is an excellent thing.” How would the Cardinal answer the question: “Can a priest be engaged in business, even in dirty business, in order to protect himself and his family and to make them financially secure?”
Question: “Is it right to envy somebody who tries hard to reach some position and to be successful? Is success a sin?”
Answer by L. Husar: “... If you want to be a pauper, you are free to. Go and live like a pauper, sleep in a park, beg from people if you like, please yourself... Poor relatives! It is, in a word, irresponsibility on his part. But if he wants to be a pauper, what can we do? We cannot make a well-to-do or a rich man of him by force...”
Commentary: L. Husar mocks not only idle alcoholics but also any modest man: “We cannot make a well-to-do or a rich man of him by force.” He makes wealth into an aim – an idol.
Jesus says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Mt 6:19-21)
The Cardinal purposefully does not distinguish between a hard-drinking and idle pauper who does not want to work etc. and a man who wants to work honestly and not be an idler but, nonetheless, does not manage to get to the top and be a man of property or a successful businessman. Such man earns an honest living, happy that he is able to provide for his family and that they have the bare essentials. According to the Cardinal’s words, such man is irresponsible because he is not rich. But of what help are the riches if the family breaks up? The man finds another woman and leaves. The children become drug addicted or get into a sect. And what if he himself falls gravely ill? The Christian ideal leads to diligence, modesty, responsibility, and not only for material but also spiritual welfare. Jesus says that we are to seek first the kingdom of God (see Mt 6:33). According to Husar, however, we are to seek first wealth and money.
Moreover, L. Husar indicates his contempt for people who have become addicted to alcohol or drugs, and sleep in the park or beg. We ask: What has he done for them? These people need to be preached the Gospel in the power of the Spirit, that they may experience that Jesus even today looses the bonds of dependences and delivers from the power of the devil (cf. Lk 4). Then they need to be given aid in rehabilitation centres, so that they may build their life on Jesus and His Gospel and not on psychologies based on buddhist, yoga or occult practices.
Question: “From work to rest, Your Beatitude... People rest one way or another and consume various alcoholic drinks...”
Answer by L. Husar: “... Rest is necessary. We can draw a beautiful lesson from the Holy Scripture – the seventh day: rest, when the Lord commands us to rest... Stress is very often due to lack of necessary rest. So rest is even an obligation...”
Commentary: The Cardinal speaks the truth, but not the whole of it. Keeping the seventh day – Sunday – includes not rest only but also the obligation to attend the Divine Liturgy. Stress is not caused merely by neglect of rest, but mainly by the soul not being in harmony with conscience and with God. Saint John Chrysostom says about the seventh day: “This day is holy and intended not only for liturgy but also for listening to spiritual lessons”, and then he names the lessons: on immortality of soul, on kingdom of God, on hell, on God’s mercy, on forgiveness, on repentance of sins, on forgiveness of sins, on angels, on cunning of demons, on true faith, on danger of heresy...
Today beside the Divine Liturgy there is a great need of small Christian communities where the believers can encourage each other, learn from each other and pray for each other (a biblical model is the community of early Christians – cf. Acts 2:42). So it is not sufficient for a Christian just to rest on the seventh day.
Question: “We say that our politicians are not good. Should we try to change the politicians or ourselves?”
Answer by L. Husar: “... I think that both we and politicians are the same people. ... I think it is necessary for all people at all levels of life to undergo a process of healing... Our direction must be the healing of the whole person in every respect at all levels...”
Commentary: In this answer again, L. Husar does not say a single word about God, about Jesus Christ, about conversion or repentance; he just speaks about so-called holistic healing. Healing of the whole man without repentance, without God, without Jesus Christ is a big deceit and leads to spiritual relativism and self-divinization of man. Both we and politicians need conversion. The nation needs spiritual awakening and resurrection; however, this must begin in the Church. Unfortunately, the Cardinal hinders true awakening and liquidates it in practice.
Question: “... it seems to me that globally the greatest challenge today in relation to the Christian world is Islam. I may be mistaken, yet we can see that these people are often aggressive, and nothing will deter them from using whatever means.”
Answer by L. Husar: “... If we view it objectively, there is a certain movement among them which we can find among Christians as well – so-called fundamentalism. It is a very negative phenomenon, for it propagates – ‘only I am right and all others are not’...”
Commentary: Husar is right when he says that Islamic fundamentalism, which is connected with terrorism, blood and violence, is a very negative phenomenon. But whom does he mean when he says: “We can find such movement – so-called fundamentalism – among Christians as well”? We ask: What is so-called Christian fundamentalism? The Christian fundament – foundation – is the relation to Jesus and unity with Him, self-sacrificing love to God and to the immortal souls! Without this foundation nobody will be saved. Husar consciously ridicules sound and practising Christians, and that is a crime and conscious manipulation! He says that fundamentalism propagates: “Only I am right, others are not.” He consciously does not distinguish: Yes, all pagans are mistaken and wrong, even I as a human am often mistaken, but He who is never mistaken is Jesus! If I believe Him, I have received God’s truth about my salvation, sin, forgiveness, eternity, and God’s Word says here: God is never mistaken! However, Husar makes God a liar because he denies the divine truths. If, for example, I believe in the truth: “There is salvation in noone else (than Jesus)” (Acts 4:12), then according to Husar I am a fundamentalist because I insist that only I am right. 
According to Husar I am a fundamentalist even when I confess the divine truths in the Liturgy: “I believe in one God ... I believe in Jesus Christ, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God ... who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary ... died, and on the third day He rose again...” If I believe this and seriously accept it as the truth, according to L. Husar I am a fundamentalist because I insist that only I am right. Husar adds to this: “And what about Hindus, Buddhists, animists or Muslims? Are they not right?” We can safely answer: “They are not, because salvation is only in Jesus Christ and: He who does not believe (i.e. refuses Jesus) will be condemned (cf. Mk 16:16).” By his attitude of relativism Husar ridicules the Blessed Virgin, the apostles, martyrs, all saints and all who received Jesus and the God-revealed absolute truths! L. Husar destroys the foundation but continues with lofty phrases and makes an impression that he has a proper grasp of the subject, and thus he just deceives those who listen to him.
Question: “Numbers of people are saying that it is not appropriate for the Greek Catholics to build churches as far as Kiev.”
Answer by L. Husar: “... Can somebody say: ‘Only I have the right to be here’? So if I hinder somebody, it means that I am intolerant...”
Commentary: Husar takes a tolerant stand, that means, he does not hinder anyone in anything. But what is the reality? In August 2004 he made a request for deportation of us, monks, because we performed a mission for the believers – teachers, doctors... The date given in this secret document was 6th August 2004. The document contains a request for prohibition of entry into Ukraine for persons who were in contact with us in the past in spite of the fact that they had never been to Ukraine and never committed any crime against state laws. Five of them had their passports stamped on the border with a three-year prohibition of entry into Ukraine. At that time both they and we knew nothing about the heresies of L. Husar and did not say a single critical word against him. 
Last year we as citizens of the Czech and Slovak Republics applied for Ukrainian citizenship. L. Husar interfered likewise in this matter and saw to it at the highest posts that the citizenship be not granted to us. We preach Christ, and Husar who tolerates all the Chinese, Arabs and Muslims in Ukraine does not tolerate us. On the contrary, he attempts our deportation, and this is not for the first time. He says that we cause disorder and division. The words about tolerance in his mouth then sound the same as when Hitler talked about peace! L. Husar couldn’t bear any opposition even in his Synod. He hounded the last true-Catholic bishop I. Bilyk OSBM out of Ukraine and also wrote untrue letters against him to state organs, the copies of which were made public. However, he says hypocritically: “Only I have the right to be here? So if I hinder somebody, it means that I am intolerant.” The reality testifies that he really is intolerant!
Question: “Let’s now proceed to Ukraine. There is an ongoing discussion, even the President himself is engaged in it, about a single Ukrainian Church. Is it simply politics or just idle talk?”

Answer by L. Husar: “... You see, that’s how things are. Unity of the Church, that is God’s commandment. This is what Jesus Christ commanded us and we can do nothing about it and that is correct. ... We have an explicit God’s command, God’s commandment, and we must do our best...”

Commentary: What is he talking about? There are three Orthodox Churches in Ukraine and Husar aims to unite with one of them. This would itself be positive under certain circumstances; however, he is willing, as he has already expressed himself before, practically to sacrifice the identity of our UGCC, that means, to bring our Church back into the period when she was liquidated by Stalin and the rest of the faithful were forcibly transferred to the Orthodox Church. This was not the unity which Jesus had commanded. Yet still, to betray the Holy Father and renounce his authority in this way is a lesser evil compared with the fact that Card. L. Husar publicly preaches heresies which cast doubt on the Divinity of Christ, on the Virginity of the Mother of God, on the eternity of hell and on other truths. For these heresies he himself and the whole Synod along with him are expelled from the Church by God’s law: “If anyone preaches any other gospel to you, let him be accursed – anathema.” (Gal 1:8-9) We emphasize: L. Husar and his Synod are under an anathema – they are excluded by God from the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church – they are apostates and now occupy the Church structures illegally!
One has to distinguish the unity of the Church which Jesus prayed for: “That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You...” (Jn 17:21) from the unity which L. Husar speaks about! Neither Husar nor any other heretic has unity with the Father or with the Son. If he aims at so-called unity, it is not unity in the Spirit of Christ but rather in the spirit of Antichrist, in the spirit of so-called globalization or in an effort at one world religion on the basis of New Age. Such unity of the Church without Christ and without the Spirit of truth and repentance is the aim of the Masons, too, with whom L. Husar is in unity of spirit.
Question: “Speaking about Church unity in Ukraine, whom are the Greek Catholics to join?”

Answer by L. Husar: “... We all are to unite in Christ...”

Commentary: Here Husar gave a true view of unity compared to a circle and its centre. But one can say – in the mouth of a liar even the truth may be misused.

Question: “So in what way does the Greek-Catholic Church build her relations with the Kiev Patriarchate, Moscow Patriarchate, with the Roman-Catholic Church?”

Answer by L. Husar: “... if we all try in earnest to be good Christians in every respect, sooner or later we shall meet...”
Commentary: Husar’s talking is the same as if a professor of medicine taught his students phrases about how they are to be good doctors and nothing more. Yet he himself would do quite the opposite and the students would never learn from him anything concrete throughout the study.

What do the words “to be good Christians” mean in Husar’s mouth? L. Husar casts doubt on the fundamental truths of faith, has renounced the Spirit of Christ, received the spirit of antichrist, boycotts repentance and conversion and pejoratively terms the Christian foundations of faith ‘fundamentalism’. Who is that good Christian without foundations and without true faith? If a heretic and apostate considers himself a good Christian, what unity can one make with him? It cannot be unity in Christ! “What accord has Christ with Belial? What communion has light with darkness?” (2Cor 6:14-15) Husar’s unity with the Orthodox would do mere harm to them!
Question: “In what way is it possible to unite in Christ, if on the other hand there are (Orthodox) Christians coming with icons to the place in Kiev where the cathedral of the UGCC is being built, and protesting?”
Answer by L. Husar: “... All of us speak about unity, but at the same time we fight one another... There was a famous Indian leader – Mahatma Gandhi, who really was a distinguished man and supporter of Christianity. He said: ‘I would become a Christian, but why are you so divided?’”

Commentary: Why is there disunity, why do we fight one another? God’s Word points at a pernicious root in us, at original sin, the so-called old self. Who really knows this poisoned root in us will call with the Apostle: “I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want, because it is not I who do it but sin that dwells within me.” (cf. Rom 7:18-20)

Not even two Christians can make true unity in Christ unless they renounce their self and commit themselves wholly to Jesus. The essence of Christianity is not some good Christianity, the essence is to lose one’s soul for Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s (cf. Mk 8:34). As for Gandhi, he was not honest. He spent several years in Europe, and if he had really wanted to break with pagan idols and to receive Jesus Christ through sincere repentance, he would not have shifted the blame onto Christians who did not live by faith. He could have known about thousands of saints who followed Jesus even to death! Both his and Husar’s words are hypocrisy.

Question: “What does the Greek-Catholic Church need most nowadays? What would You like best?”
Answer by L. Husar: “... We need well-prepared, zealous priests, wholly committed to that matter. And we need a lot of them. And on the other hand, we need very much that the nation tries to live a pious life. ... However, on our part, we are obliged to be wholly committed to that matter. And we need such people.”

Commentary: We ask: What is that matter which the priests are to be committed to? A priest is to be another Christ. He is to be wholly committed to Him. However, L. Husar does not mean it so. He probably means thereby that a priest is to be wholly committed to a new – different – gospel and to the spirit of the world the same as Card. L. Husar himself, the UCU leadership and the apostate Synod are committed to it. That “matter” is to inconspicuously lead our Church into apostasy from Jesus Christ through adoption of the spirit of New Age. This conclusion is logical. It is actually the consequence of the influence of the spirit which is behind L. Husar’s thinking, as well as of the spirit of the world with which Card. L. Husar makes inseparable unity. In order to accomplish this he needs but zealous priests – apostates. 

It is also necessary to know that to live a so-called pious life does not automatically mean to live a Christian life. Even pagans are pious in their worshipping demons. Why does a heretic – apostate – need so much that the nation should try to live a pious life? Because he knows the spiritual atmosphere in Ukraine. A pious nation has genuine regard for the hierarchy. This regard of the pious people is, however, abused by the apostatic hierarchy for bringing in an antichristian spirit without whatever resistance. 

Question: “... the question arises concerning freedom of speech which is one of the basic human freedoms...”
Answer by L. Husar: “... and therefore freedom of speech is so fundamental...”
Commentary: Husar tells the truth; however, in reality he abridges freedom of speech. When we held a TV discussion, we invited also his people as the opposition. Later on they had their TV programme against us. However, they did not give us an opportunity to appear there as the opposition. Another TV programme broadcasted a 15-minute-long testimony about Pidhirtsi. The reprise was forbidden and the employees of the TV station were threatened with tax inspection. Similarly, when an evangelization TV programme was to be broadcasted about conversion and personal relation to Jesus, Husar’s people exerted pressure on the director of the TV station and the programme was cancelled. When newspapers were writing negatively about us and we demanded that we, the aggrieved, should also express ourselves, it was not allowed to us. Religious newspapers and journals issued mendacious articles against us; however, they have never given us an opportunity to defend ourselves. So One can see in practice that the statement about “freedom of speech” in the mouth of L. Husar is just an empty catchphrase!
A number of e-mail addresses from which we send out our letters with the aim of the revival of the Church have been blocked – the access to the address forbidden. Several times we have asked the competent webmaster to give the reason; however, we have never received any direct answer. 

If only L. Husar and his collaborators would rather see to it that the e-mail addresses of those who send out spams and pornography should be systematically blocked.
Question: “We can return to the question of money, emigration... Those who emigrated after the war to America said that professions closely connected with business were not good professions for Ukrainians...”
Answer by L. Husar: “Our emigration in America or Canada could accomplish far greater feats if it had enterprises; it would have far greater financial strength, and that is very important for the society. ... When I was a parish priest in USA and someone of ours was setting up a store, I always went there to bless it in order to encourage him and then I announced to the parish that this our parishioner had set up a store, ‘so make use of it, he is our brother’... Maybe we will manage step by step to overcome the reluctance at business; we need businessmen by all means... It is just necessary to encourage them and to pay them due honour.” 

Commentary: When the Lord Jesus came to Zacchaeus He neither encouraged him in his job nor hindered him. The essential thing was that Zacchaeus was converted. He believed in the Lord Jesus and received Him. He changed his life.

The answer of Card. L. Husar fully comports with natural, worldly thinking of man. If this was an answer of a businessman or a banker – an atheist, it would be reflections corresponding to their position and interests. L. Husar, however, speaks here as a representative of the Church and therefore everyone expects to hear not only the right but also divine attitude. Unfortunately it is not so. 

How does St. Basil the Great answer the questions concerning similar topics? He defines, and even in minute detail, what attitude the Christian is to assume towards various spheres of life, even the most ordinary ones, lest they should become the cause of quenching the Spirit, of losing sight of Christ and eventually of losing salvation. 

In his extensive rule N. 6, St. Basil states: “Our whole life has just one aim and one rule: To do the will of God.” So the aim of whatever activity of a Christian is not to achieve some external effect but to do the will of God.
In his extensive rule N. 44, St. Basil even says: “It is better to suffer from the lack of needful things and from various anxieties even unto death than to make light of the harm caused to the soul owing to the need of the body.” 
If we compare his edification with the edification of L. Husar we can see a diametrical difference. L. Husar does not a single time lay stress on that which is of first importance – on the relation to God and on the salvation of soul. He does not perform his duty to edify; on the contrary, by his words he leads the Christian astray. He pursues mere external effect, e.g. financial strength or material benefits etc. He does not view matters from the perspective of eternity but completely immerses himself in the particular problem and evaluates it just tendentiously, in accordance with the trends of the world where the only measure and aim is temporal effect. 

By such so-called “edification” he brings in a spirit of unbelief and destroys sound Christian thinking, because he puts transient values at the centre of attention and ignores the relation to God as well as the salvation of soul.
Card. Husar was presented with some problems, such as alcoholism, bribery, crisis of the family... He speaks about them in such way that he not only does not emphasize God’s view but totally ignores it. Following his principles no alcoholic would stop drinking, no bribetaker would stop taking bribes, no family crisis would be solved. 

To the question about the modern trend according to which young people do not enter into a marriage though they already have several children Card. Husar responds that the society gives such people certain advantages. He does not say at all that these people seriously break God’s commandment. L. Husar thus commits a grave sin and keeps young people in darkness. 

As for bribery, one should ask: What is the current practice in the UGCC? It is a well-known fact that bribes are given for admission to seminary, for holy orders, for episcopal consecration, for assignment to a parish... L. Husar has turned the UGCC into a profitable business-enterprise. An example is so-called “bricklets” by means of which the last pennies are being psychologically squeezed out of the poorest widows. If one should bring to light Card. Husar’s financial machinations connected only with the very construction of the cathedral in Kiev, it would be a scandal and great offence for all Ukraine. Dozens of churches could be built for that money. One need only bring to light an absurd purchase and delivery of a huge crane from Japan and the million-dollar expenses connected with it. Next there is a question of the bank which L. Husar established and named “Pokrov” (English translation – Protecting Veil). In the opinion of some people it should rather bear the name “Pokrav” (English translation – has stolen much). 

Husar’s talk about bribery, alcoholism and family crisis likewise leave the faithful in confusion and darkness. 

Topic: The Church and youth

The journalist further opens the current problems of youth and asks L. Husar how he looks at adults nowadays criticizing the youth for being disobedient and light-minded...

Husar artificially takes an attitude of “a great supporter” of youth and answers that such criticism is “very unjust” because “all of us were once the same”. Then he excessively emphasizes that youth in general is “idealistic”, “seeking the good”, and “sensitive to injustice and evil...” In his view, the whole problem of modern youth is that we, adults, are not able to pass on to them “the world of justice, truth, good and beauty”. “The youth are naturally good” and cannot cast the good aside, says L. Husar. 

By this response he flatters and shows indulgence towards youthful immaturity to keep his image among the youth. Naturally, it is necessary to see the innate good qualities of the youth; however, it is also necessary to bear in mind that all of us were brought forth in iniquity (see Psalm 51), wherefore we all are “by nature the children of wrath” (see Eph 2:1-3). This is the other side of human nature which Husar does not mention, whereby he deceives the youth. It does not suffice to speak about some generally good and beautiful world, as it is done by Freemasons; it is necessary to concretize it. It is necessary to say clearly that only in Jesus will a young man realize his ideal, become happy and be liberated from various dependences. Husar consciously does not say this, because he does not believe it. Husar’s pedagogy is human, imported from America, so-called “upbringing without stresses”, or “everything is permitted” – nothing can be forbidden, criticized... We know the fruit of such upbringing: sexual dissoluteness, scuffles, satanism, suicides etc. (e.g. Dr. Benjamin Spock started a theory that we should not punish our children when they behave badly, because we could thus hurt their young personalities and violate their self-respect. Dr. Spock’s son committed suicide, his last words being that life is senseless).

Sound Christian upbringing on the other hand encourages punishing with love, rebuking in season and out of season (see 2Tim 4:1-3). St. Paul orders not to underestimate these principles. “For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives.” (Hebr 12:5-6) In comparison with these God’s norms Husar’s views of youth look like antipedagogy. By his attitude he reminds of the old clever thief from the film Oliver Twist, who picked up homeless boys in the streets, was “like a father” to them, and flattered them with indulgence to win their favour, but eventually taught them his “craft” in order to grow rich. 

The real life shows that only certain individuals out of the total number of youth can decide for the good and persevere in it. The majority are automatically attracted by evil to which they surrender as a rule. To overcome it they need faith, self-denial, prayer and true following of Christ.

The journalist puts Husar another question concerning the same issue: “What attitude are adults to assume towards malign displays of youth which one cannot be silent on or accept them?”

Husar starts to answer as if correctly that this problem proceeds already from Adam and Eve. Further he conventionally trivializes everything and repeats that there are no problems with the contemporary youth and that “all of us were young once and had the same problems with our parents and grandparents. It is... a normal crisis.” (However, the reality is that it was our parents and grandparents who had problems with us when they saw how we were being deformed by the influences of the world, and not we with them. Every sound person will appreciate their care with the course of time. It is a sign of great lack of self-criticism if somebody in 80 still claims the same thing which he claimed in puberty.) 

Husar next depicts the hard state which youth has found itself in. He lays the blame for everything on the older generation who are to discern where all that evil comes from. (But as soon as the older generation start to discern properly who it is that brings that evil here, Husar immediately declares that it is time for at least two generations to die off.) 

Husar’s answer offers no sound constructive solution or advice how the youth is to get out of the hard state – drug addiction, alcoholism etc. In fact, the solution is the faith in the living Jesus who has the power to deliver everyone from these bonds. And this is probably Husar’s greatest sin in relation to the youth, that he does not clearly preach to them this vital truth which could help them to solve their problems. 

The journalist, unsatisfied with such answer finally asks Husar openly whether his answer means that adults are obliged to tolerate with the youth such displays as drug addiction, alcoholism, satanism. How to tolerate a young man who has come to the church with headphones, hanged with chains, with various rings on his hands and satanic symbols...

It is unbelievable but Husar indirectly responds: Yes, we should tolerate him! But he hides this amoral thinking of his behind false humanism, operating with merciful phrases like: “He also is a man although, for some reason, he is different from me; but is it a sin if someone is different from me?” Afterwards he classifies these anomalies of youth as a different culture and warns again that we cannot condemn it. Let him come to the church as he is (the reality, however, is such that the youth today hardly ever attends the church). In his opinion, the sense of being different helps the youth “to be themselves”; this is, he says, how they express their personality, individuality, it is their transient state until they form their attitude to life. 

Commentary: In order to understand better the perniciousness of Husar’s opinions, let us take a closer look at this “current youth culture” which, as he says, needs to be tolerated. 

As an example let us take a half-satanic group called EMO. Their clothes, red- or black-coloured hair make a depressive impression. They wear all kinds of satanic symbols and listen to such kind of music. Their ideology is full of pessimism which manifests itself in such theses: “Life is senseless.” “Someday you’ve got to put an end to it somehow.” “Slash your wrists.” “All people are bastards” etc. This can really be called special demoniacal possession. If Card. L. Husar insists that it is not a sin but a culture that helps one to be oneself and helps to pass to an independent life, it is a testimony to his blindness because he is not able to distinguish black from white and considers evil to be good. Every common, normal and even uneducated man, when seeing such eccentricity, will say that what Husar calls a culture and ability to be oneself will help one pass not to a mature life but to eternal fire. 

So here one can see clearly that Husar’s opinions about the current problems of youth and his challenges to the young to be themselves substantially contradict the words of our Lord Jesus Christ who says: “Let him (everyone) deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Mt 16:24-25)

The opinions of L. Husar are antichristian and godless. These are opinions of a completely worldly, carnal man who does not take account of eternity and does not conform to God’s Word in the life situations. He does not take into account the reality of sin, the spiritual fight with evil and has no fear of God. His attitudes can serve only as a warning example of antichristian pedagogy.

Conclusion

At the conclusion of the CD Bishop B. Dzyurakh reads the parable of the sower and gives a commentary on it: “We have heard the words of the shepherd His Beatitude Lubomyr. Let these words become the light on our life ways...” The listener does not know whether B. Dzyurakh makes fun of the Cardinal, because instead of grain tares were sown, or regards the listeners as so dull that they could take these figments as the light on their life ways. 

The speech of L. Husar reminds of the Czech comic J. Werich who gave entertainment performances. Still, people did not take his words seriously, unlike the words of L. Husar who abuses his position to systematically form the thinking of the believers in the spirit of New Age. This thinking is neither sound nor Christian. 
He makes no mention of conversion, repentance, or the need of remission of sins and deliverance from the bonds of bad habits through the Lord Jesus. His “formulas” offered to the Ukrainians lead to apostasy from the living God, to the loss of the saving faith and to eternal perdition, the reality of which he himself denies. 
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