Genocide of Christians (Armenia)
In 1895 in Armenia hundreds of Christian churches and monasteries were demolished and thousands of believers massacred by order of the Sultan Abdul Hamid. No smaller number of others had to leave their homeland. 
In 1911 Pope St. Pius X could rightly say: “The Church is a persecuted Church. Really, if the Church was not a victim of persecution, she would cease to be the Church of Jesus Christ and would lose evidence of her credibility.” These words of St. Pius X were emphasized in the Synod of the Armenian Church and proved to be prophetic. In four years the Armenian Church went through real genocide. 
In 1914 the Turkish governor of Diarbekir declared: “The hour has come when Turkey will be freed from its internal enemies, I mean from Christians. We are certain that European nations will have no objections and will impose no sanctions on us, mainly with regard to the fact that Germany is our ally. It will support and help us.” State envoys give instructions: “Do not spare the lives of Christians!” Archbishop Maloyan hears further alarming news from his fellow brothers: the houses of Christians and the churches are being plundered, crimes against Christians will not be prosecuted etc. In January 1915 all Christians are expelled from military and police units and discharged from state services. There is a special police unit formed with the task of imprisoning and torturing Christians; women are sold into slavery. 
On 24th April 1915 the Turkish Minister of the Interior ordered liquidation of the Armenians on the pretext that they had committed treason against Turkey. At the beginning of May Archbishop Maloyan brought together the priests and acquainted them with the imminent threats against the Armenians: “I beseech you: summon up your faith. Put all your trust in the Holy Cross, which is planted in Peter’s rock. Our Lord built the Church on this rock and on the blood of saint martyrs…” 
The events started to develop rapidly: On 15th May several Armenians were arrested and imprisoned. When Archbishop Maloyan was offered a chance to escape, he replied: “I received the mission of the shepherd of the flock … I am called to remain faithful to my Lord and to my flock, even unto death.” On 3rd June, the Feast of Corpus Christi, Msgr. Maloyan commented on Christ’s words: “Whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Mt 16:25) On the evening of the same day he was arrested and taken to prison along with 50 members of the church community. Within the next few days several hundreds of Christians and about 50 priests were imprisoned only in this town. 

When the police superintendent forced the Archbishop to become a Muslim, Maloyan replied: “You can stab me with knives, swords, shoot bullets, cut me into pieces, but I will never deny my faith. This is my definite answer.” When stabbed, the confessor-martyr sighed: “The flesh suffers the pains of wounds, yet the soul is full of joy.” At nightfall they tied his feet and beat him with a stick. Then they pulled off his toenails and spat in his face. He was taken back to the cell. He prayed with his eyes and hands lifted up to heaven: “My God, help us in these hard times, because we are weak and lacking in courage. I put all my glory upon the cross.”
In the first days of June about 1600 Christians were deported from the town. They were forced to walk tied together with ropes, their hands in chains. After a six-hour march they arrived from Mardine in a certain Kurdish village. There the governmental order was read out to them saying that (as Christians) they were sentenced to death for treason. Those who would convert to Islam could go back home unharmed. Bishop Maloyan answered on behalf of all: “We are in your hands, but we will die for Christ.” After that some were taken to the cave Sheykhan and some to Kalla Zarzavan. They were brutally massacred and their bodies were thrown into pits. Bishop Maloyan had to look at the martyrdom of his sheep. The superintendent asked him again whether he refused to become a Muslim. The Bishop replied: “I have told you several times already that I live and die for my faith, true faith.” The superintendent shot him dead. The martyr’s last words were: “God, have mercy on me. Into Your hands I commend my spirit!”
The number of Armenian Christians massacred by the Turkish soldiers in 1915 is estimated at 1.5 million.
