False and true prophets
God’s Word in many places speaks about prophets. It distinguishes two kinds of prophets – the true and the false ones. The true prophets are sent by God, defend God’s interests and mostly are rejected by people, and even killed. Jesus Himself says: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets.” (Mt 23:37)
Contrary to the true prophets are the false ones. These mislead the people and turn them away from God’s way which leads to salvation: “Many false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1Jn 4:1) Jesus says: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits.” (Mt 7:15f) The Lord urges the prophet Ezekiel to unmask the false prophets: “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy from their own hearts... who follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing.” (Ezek 13:1f)

The false prophets have a false source:

a) they prophesy from their own hearts
b) they follow their own spirit

This false foundation which they stand upon is abused by the spirit of lie for deceiving of many. These prophets have seen nothing, that means, they have seen neither the core of the problem nor God’s intention. Seeing, or a vision, can be graphic or spiritual, and true or false. 
God further speaks through the prophet Ezekiel: “Like foxes among ruins are your prophets, O Israel! They have done nothing to strengthen the breaks in the walls around the nation. They have not helped it to stand firm in battle on the day of the LORD.” (Ezek 13:4-5) Foxes symbolize cunning. These false prophets – foxes – did not strengthen the breaks in the walls. These walls in the Old-Testament and New-Testament Church is the orthodox teaching which protects against the enemies breaking in from without. Without these protecting walls of sound orthodox teaching Israel – the Church – will not stand. 
“Their visions are false and their divination lying. They say: ‘Thus says the LORD!’ though the LORD did not send them; then they wait for Him to fulfil their word!” (Ezek 13:6)

Who are the false prophets nowadays? They are mostly the so-called exegetes with the spirit of historic-critical method who, in fact, do not believe in any miracle, nor in the Divine inspiration of the Scripture. They act in authority and demand that their interpretations, which contain covert or overt heresies, should be taken as a binding view of the Holy Scripture. But they deny the foundations: the teaching of the Apostles and the Tradition of the Church. They present a new teaching, bring in a “new” spirit which is not the spirit of the Scripture – the Spirit of God. Behind such exegesis is their spirit and their heart, so it is just their figments which, however, contradict God’s Spirit and destroy God’s life. They view the Holy Scripture merely in a human way, godlessly. They either deceive the Church authority or, when this authority already has the same spirit of heresy as they do, they bind the students of theology and the faithful in conscience, claiming that their exegesis is binding by virtue of obedience. So they refer to the word of the Lord. This, however, is a false magisterium. (cf. An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church, 1984) 

“I will stretch out My hand against the prophets who have false visions and who foretell lies...” (Ezek 13:9) 
 “They led My people astray, saying: ‘Peace!’ when there was no peace, and as one built a flimsy wall, they would cover it with whitewash.” (Ezek 13:10)

They do not lead people to peace with God but on the principle of suppression of conscience they preach peace with sin and with the enemies of Christ. This is false peace. 
It is necessary to continually renew the spiritual life of the individual as well as of the whole Church. If this renewal through genuine repentance is not realized, the result is decay, apostasy and death. 
By their visions and exegeses the false prophets seduce God’s people and present to them false peace with the aim of hindering salvation which comes through genuine conversion and repentance. God calls every man to conversion and to the life of God. The people who are outside the Church or just formally in the Church build a flimsy wall which is not the sound doctrine represented by the true apostles and true prophets. This wall is a substitute for God’s teaching which is the only one that leads to salvation. This flimsy wall is made of various philosophies, psychologies, sociologies, religions... Their representatives are Kant, Hegel, Marx, Freud, Jung, Darwin, Chardin, Bultmann, Buddha... These worldly authorities build a wall out of their theories and half-truths, and then the false prophets – theologians – who have the same spirit of the world as them – using relativism, syncretism and various catchphrases, whitewash this wall inside the Church with their figments and theories. This wall does not protect us against the spirit of lie; on the contrary, it hinders us from receiving the Spirit of truth as well as from genuine conversion and from the true life with Christ and in Christ.
Example: There are spiritual retreats carried out in Ukraine which are built on modern psychologies and lead the souls away from God. The religious sister who does not go through this retreat can be neither the superior nor the master of novices. Instead of the Spirit of God these psychologies bring in the spirit of New Age. 
At theological faculties overt heresies are being whitewashed with phrases, intrigues, scientism, obedience... These are the modern false prophets: heretics who shelter themselves behind the authority of a bishop or some of them even have episcopal consecration themselves (L. Husar and his apostatic Synod). False prophets are also the propagators of modern psychologies, theologies, e.g. liberation theology... 
“Beware of false prophets” (Mt 7:15), nowadays of professors who do not live with Christ and in Christ, that means, who do not have the Spirit of Christ (cf. Rom 8:9). They have their own theories which they accepted not from God but from people. They put these theories higher than the Word of God. Their theories are whitewash on a flimsy wall. The wall along with the whitewash will once be ruined. 
Likewise, false prophets are the false personalities in the theological field who pronounce on the current problems and by means of various lectures, books and radio broadcasts form the public opinion of Christians. E.g. Anselm Grün, Anthony de Mello, Tomáš Halík... They specialize in topical issues; however, they form the people’s attitude of mind in such way that they divert them from God and lead them onto a false way. 
An example of false prophecy:
Anselm Grün along with his sister comment on their own book Wild Woman and Queen in this way: “We would like to embolden all women to have trust in their women’s intuition and not to be afraid to show their power. We would like to encourage them to enjoy their femininity and to live out what they feel.“
Instead of encouraging the Christian women to trust God in their life tests, the author encourages them to be guided by their corrupted nature which, according to the Holy Scripture, must be crucified. They give them instructions how to live: not in compliance with the evangelical principles or in compliance with God’s Commandments but as they feel. It is a pity that the book omits to mention how many divorces and life tragedies are the fruit of women’s living out what they feel. 
As to false prophetesses, God warns through Ezekiel: “And you, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people, who prophesy out of their own minds. Prophesy against them.” (Ezek 13:17) “You put to death souls who should not die and keep alive souls who should not live, by your lying to My people, who listen to lies.” (Ezek 13:19)
There are many women diviners who have opened up to Christian formalism. They have their houses decorated with numerous Christian symbols, statuettes, pictures, rosaries. They even use quotations from the Scripture and religious terminology in order to deceive many. Their fruit is spiritual death of those who open up to them: “You put to death souls who should not die.” Religious sisters who open up to psychologies and to the spirit of New Age, e.g. sr. Dia Stasiuk OSBM, head of religious in Ukraine, become false prophetesses among the faithful in the true sense of the word. The warning of the prophet is highly topical for the present time. 
However, all this does not deny the fact that besides the false prophets there are also the true prophets who edify, exhort and comfort (cf. 1Cor 14:1-3) and even nowadays the following holds true: “Do not quench the Spirit (of God). Do not despise (true) prophecies.” (1Thes 5:19-20) The true prophets were and still are persecuted because they protect and build the walls of spiritual Jerusalem, the walls of sound Christian doctrine built on a personal relationship with Christ through conversion and repentance. They are also persecuted by the false prophets because they bring to light their fictitious authority whereby it becomes apparent that they are but spiritual cheats. The false prophets avoid repentance and sound doctrine. They do quite the contrary but they cry aloud: “Peace, peace, prosperity, love, unity...!” In their mouth, however, it is all just catchphrases – whitewash on a flimsy wall. Here Jesus’ word holds true: “You shall know them by their fruits. If the root is sound (i.e. sound doctrine), so is the fruit. If the root is unsound (heresies and human doctrines), so is the fruit.” (cf. Mt 7:16f) Because the souls are at stake, because eternal life is at stake, we have to defend the true prophets and not kill them (cf. Mt 23:37) and to beware of the false ones. 
No psychological, philosophical or pedagogical system is able to hand on the life wisdom of the Gospel which is anchored in Christ’s cross. These theoretical systems divert from the true following of Christ and do not reckon seriously either with death or with Judgement or with eternity. Life philosophy built on the Gospel is, in essence, the wisdom how to go through this short life, which is a spiritual battle, and not lose eternal life. This battle decides: we will either obtain eternal life or fall into eternal perdition. Original sin in us darkens the objective truth, so that man makes the highest norm of himself. Man is, in principle, faced with a choice: he will either obey God, His natural law in us (conscience), the Decalogue and the evangelical counsels, or he will decide himself what is good and what is bad. This, however, is demonic self-divinization (atheism, buddhism...). The churchmen who did not become Christ’s disciples in truth cannot have God’s wisdom because it is connected with the cross, to which our old self, that means our unbelief, spiritual blindness and willfulness, must be nailed to. We need to return to this point – crucifixion with Christ – several times a day, otherwise the spiritual gifts and ministries cannot develop and God’s power in the Church is bound. 
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