Divination and occultism

Deut 18:10-11 enumerates and prohibits 9 spheres of occultism. Each sphere contains more or less concrete magic and divinatory practices.  

1. Initiation – opening oneself; here it was a concrete rite of making one pass through the fire (forms of initiation are different in transcendental meditation, in reiki, in Silva’s method, initiation of a satanist, shaman, free mason…). The gate to spiritism is opened by various philosophies, theosophies, anthroposophies, New Age philosophies, gurus, oriental meditations, so-called expansion of consciousness, drugs, hypnosis, ... 

2. Divination (Hebrew ‘kósem’) (200 forms): by coffee, cards, by help of dowsing-rod, location of geopathogenic zones, radioesthesis (pendulum), kinesiology, ...
3. Astrology (mo‘nén): horoscopes, condition-grams, ...
4. White magic (manahesh): various kinds of alternative medicine, natural healing connected with magic, Tibetan, Chinese healing, ... 

5. Black magic (manasheb): satanism, voodoo cult and music connected with it, witchcraft, ...
6. Folk magic (hóber haber): folk superstitions, spells, conjurations, wax casting, cinders, ...
7. Spiritism as a form of magic (shóel ob): magnetizing, transcendental meditation, homoeopathy, acupuncture, acupressure, Chinese massage therapies, reiki, Silva’s method, gurus, channeling, rebirthing, materialization, phenomena of double appearance, levitation, telekinesis, telepathy, holotropic breathing, ...
8. Soothsaying (jiddóni): paradiagnostics, irisdiagnostics, telediagnosis, ...
9. Spiritism as a form of divination (dóresh el hamatím): parapsychology, modern psychologies, extrasensory individuals, Sri Chinmoy, drugs, worship of the Mother Earth (Gaia), reincarnation, ...
The Scripture concludes: “Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.” (Deut 18:12)

CCC 2113: “…Many martyrs died for not adoring ‘the Beast’ (Rev 13-14) … Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God (Yahweh).”
Why does God treat the sins of occultism as the gravest ones, and in a certain sense even worse than e.g. adultery or murder? Because they destroy the very spiritual nature of man by eroding the relationship – communion with God through the saving faith – and thus deprive him of salvation! 

On the example of Card. Husar, who practises divination by pendulum, we can see pernicious consequences of occultism. L. Husar’s faith in the fundamental truths of Christianity is eroded.

He casts doubt upon the Divinity of Christ.

He casts doubt upon the Virginity of the Mother of God.

He propagates relativism and syncretism. 

He approves of homosexual relations and sees nothing bad about them. 
Card. Husar in his book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity” says on the issue of occultism: “There are various energies around us... We need to discover them.”
Response: The Cardinal was obliged to approach the essential truths concerning the First God’s Commandment responsibly and define them clearly. He does so in none of his responses and, moreover, he even does quite the opposite. He does not say clearly that horoscopes are a form of divination and that the Holy Scripture categorically forbids both horoscopes and astrology (Deut 18:10). Diverse energies around us are nowadays being discussed especially by so-called extrasensory individuals. However, their theories are a pack of lies that will shatter the biblical and saving faith of those Christians who take them seriously. It is the duty of a shepherd to warn the sincere believers against these spiritual powers and theories. He, however, propagates these energies. 

What in reality are these so-called energies? This question was long ago answered by the Holy Scripture, by the Church Fathers and by the whole Church Tradition. Mentioned “energies” are spiritual beings which are evil. The Holy Scripture calls them demons. “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers (energies), against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Eph 6:12f)

The Cardinal even instigates us to discover these unknown energies, and the automatic consequence is that we will then communicate with them. However, this is already a way of apostasy – falling away from the living God. Card. Husar is thereby building up the “reputation” of these energies and at the same time also the reputation of the diviners and extrasensory individuals who have opened themselves to them and cooperate with them. Finally, he himself admits that he cooperates with them too by means of his pendulum. He thus gives great offence because this is the sin of divination, that is, a sin against the First Commandment. 

The Cardinal next says: “One day someone presented me with a pendulum in Rome. It is an instrument which allows me to learn whether certain medical preparations are good for my health. There is nothing magical about it. It is a mere wave swinging the pendulum to one or the other side.”

Commentary: The Catholic Catechism in compliance with the whole Christian Tradition rejects all forms of magic and divination as sins against the First Commandment (see CCC 2116). For through magic and divination man turns, even if unconsciously, to unknown powers and asks them for help or service. One does not deal here with some unknown physical energies, but with spiritual entities which both the Scripture and the Tradition explicitly call demons.

Pendulum reacts to different kinds of questions, e.g. if I can take this or that medicine, if this or that person in a photograph is still alive or dead etc. So it is doubtless divination and hence a sin against the First Commandment.

The Eastern Canons: Rule 61 (the sixth General Council): “Those who seek sorcerers (people occupied with magic and divination) or their likes fall under the rule of a six-year public penance. Those who will continue doing so and not be converted we order to fully exclude from the Church.”

Didache counts magic and divination among paths leading to death (Didache 1,5).

Hippolytus in the Apostolic Tradition excludes magicians, astrologers and diviners from baptism. (Traditio Apostolica, 41)

St. Alphonsus, founder of the Redemptorists, confirms that pendulum is swung by demons.

How to free oneself from the occult bonds and open oneself to the saving faith through the relationship with Christ? 
A brief summary: 

At least in front of two witnesses one should concretely name and renounce every form of occultism which one has come into contact with...
Proceed as follows: the person concerned kneels and one of the witnesses present asks him the following questions: 

a) … (name), do you renounce the power of darkness which has come upon you through (e.g. divination etc.) as well as the spiritual background related to it? 


The person asked replies:  Yes, I do.

b) … (name), do you break this spiritual bond in the power of Jesus Christ? 


The person asked replies: Yes, I do.
Continue in this way with all forms of occultism.

May the martyrs, who preferred to die rather than to cast a single incense grain before the deities (demons), be an example to us in the fight against idolatry.
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