To Members of the Parliament of Ukraine
Res: So-called registered partnership, or homosexual marriage

Dear Sirs and Madams,

You have been placed in charge not only of economy, education, culture, but also of the original cell of the society, which is the family. On 18th January 2006 the European Parliament legalized homosexual marriages. This was followed by medial massage and psychological pressure in different countries connected with demonstrations and marches of homosexuals who demanded that their unnatural relationship be legislatively put on an equal footing with marriage and family. The aim of these medial campaigns was to transform the normal critical thinking concerning these issues and to move this anomaly through a legislature afterward. Whoever would then point out in whatever way the abuse and crimes in this sphere would be put on trial and sent to prison.

A homosexual campaign in Ukraine has been launched

It was started by the weekly Express (7th-14th May 2009). The front page carries a photograph of two homosexuals kissing, with a commentary below: “And as from 1st May, the Parliament in Sweden officially allowed homosexual marriages.” The article: “O God, why my son of all people is a pederast?” misuses an interview with a 55-year-old mother, a doctor, who cannot bear the painful fact that her own son became a homosexual. Then the moderator of the Gay Forum takes the floor and confronts the readers with statistics, stating how many thousand people there are in Ukraine with such orientation, and he concludes with confidence: “The representatives of sexual minorities highlighted long ago the question of necessity for legislation of homosexual marriages.” Under the title of “Treatment or life together” they one-sidedly promote the idea that homosexuality cannot be cured. This distorted account is given by the moderator of the Gay Forum S.S. and by the homosexual sexologist J.Z.

After reading the biased information, this lie begins to transform the reader’s mind and his attitude towards homosexuality. This is a spiritual poison for young people. It is something like one-sided information and propagation of drugs by people who are under their influence and enslaved by them. It is a tragedy when a young man becomes a drug addict. The truth then has no effect on him any more, and he does not even want to hear it. It is the same with homosexuality, alcoholism and other dependences. The next issue of Express (14th-21st May) brought a so-called discussion. The editors skilfully selected and arranged the views and answers so that the slow transformation of mind could continue. The mother of the handicapped was one-sidedly condemned. But noone condemned the authoress who committed a serious crime when she misused the grief of the mother and published her momentary emotional outburst. This woman needed to share her pain and inner suffering with someone who could hear her out and encourage her. The correspondent misused this. If this mother opened her heart to a sensible Christian woman, she would hear her out with patience and show her compassion for the mother’s sorrow. Finally she would point out the solution – your son has come of age, you can no longer force him to undergo treatment, but what you can do is pray for him perseveringly. In her article the authoress manipulates the belief in God; even though she quotes the opinions given by two priests, these too are purposefully misused – the purpose being that what is unnatural one should start to call natural and what is a sin one should regard almost as a virtue – as singularity. The article advertises: “This very Sunday, May 17, is the memorable day of the fight against homophobia, that means, against the negative reaction to homosexuals.” On Friday, May 15, a public action of homosexuals took place near St. Andrew’s Church in the centre of Lvov. Several courageous boys throwing eggs at the homosexuals were taken by the police, but released immediately afterwards.

Dear Members of Parliament, with You lies responsibility as to whether the propagation of this “innocent” campaign will continue in the mass media. In Slovakia this campaign started in 2006; however, the state authorities prohibited it. In case You allow this medial campaign in Ukraine, within half a year You Yourselves will be faced with the question of legalization of homosexual marriages. But if You put unnatural marriage on an equal footing with natural one, it will be the next step towards liquidation of the family, which is the original cell of the society. It is a well-known fact that promotion of these absurd laws is backed by a certain influential world lobby working towards disintegration of the individual, family and entire nation. Would that these pressures, aimed at demoralization of Ukraine, produced an opposite reaction, that is, a moral and spiritual recovery founded on sound principles rooted in our Christian nation. For Your information we bring forward a few ideas, which, as bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod, we are obliged to pass on to You. It concerns the Christian view of this issue.
· The official attitude of the Catholic Church 

1) Attitude of the Scripture: In the Holy Scripture homosexual relations are judged as grave perversity…
2) Attitude of the Scripture and early Tradition “...witnesses to the fact that homosexual acts are interiorly disruptive”.  
3) Proper discernment: “Not all are afflicted with this iniquity through their fault.”
4) There is a danger of it being “a threat to social morals” … “young generation is exposed to a fallacious conception of sexual life and marriage, which deprives them of the necessary protection”.
5) Anthropological view: “Homosexual unions completely lack the biological and anthropological elements of marriage and family.” 
6) Legal view: “Legislation favouring homosexual unions runs counter to common sense.”
7) Social view: “Formal legalization of homosexual unions undermines the definition of marriage…, its role of growth and education.”
8) Institutional meaning: “The role of married couples is to guarantee the following generations; by contrast homosexual unions do not fulfil the role mentioned with regard to the social good.”
9) Attitude of believers: “All believers have a duty to stand against the legalization of homosexual unions, the Catholic and Orthodox politicians in particular.”
10) A Christian politician has a moral duty to voice clearly and openly his/her protest and to vote against the project of such law. 
· False spiritual authority

Unfortunately, the official representative of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) Card. L. Husar has a different attitude than that presented by the Holy Scripture and Tradition. We warn that he has already fallen under the punishment of anathema. In his book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity” he approves of homosexual marriages. He just feels very sorry for them because they cannot have children. We are obliged before God, before the Church and before the Ukrainian nation to declare publicly that this standpoint is neither Catholic, nor Orthodox, nor even Christian. If the mass media referred to Card. L. Husar as to spiritual authority, we have to state that he is a false spiritual authority. Card. L. Husar publicly proclaims yet more heresies for which he incurs an anathema, excommunication from the Church. This punishment fell even upon his official Synod for the same reason. Therefore the new orthodox Catholic Synod was established, of which we are members. If this Synod did not exist, the UGCC, under the leadership of L. Husar, would de facto open the door for and give a blessing to homosexual marriages, thereby calling down a curse upon the entire nation. We emphasize: This is a betrayal of God’s Word and of the Church’s Tradition. 

· What is the Christian attitude

God and the whole Christian Tradition uncompromisingly call homosexuality an extremely grave sin which is against human nature. For this sin, when it had spread through like pestilence, God chastened Sodom and Gomorrah with fire from heaven as a warning for future generations (Gen 18-19).

Providing that I want to listen and open up to demagogy and manipulation of homosexual activists, I will not perceive the emphatic warning of Sodom and Gomorrah. When the punishment comes – a fire from heaven and a world catastrophe – it will be late! The Lord says even to you: “See, I have set before you this day life and death! Therefore choose life!” (Deut 30:19) 

Hundreds of thousands of martyrs sacrificed their lives for the sake of Christ and God’s law. We too are now obliged to stand up for God’s laws. St. Paul writes: “Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters (occultists), nor adulterers, nor cowards, nor homosexuals (Gr. arsenokoitai) will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were justified (through conversion and repentance) in the name of the Lord Jesus.” (1Cor 6:9.11) 

And likewise let us not be deceived – we will not be judged by the laws that we pass ourselves but by the unalterable law of God. What is in store for each of us is death, judgement and then either eternal life or eternal perdition! And this is the most relevant and most topical concern for us!
· Declaration of bishops of the Orthodox Church in the Czech Republic
“The Bible maintains an uncompromising attitude towards the issue of homosexual relations: ‘You shall not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.’ (Lev 18:22). St. Paul the Apostle speaks about ‘disgraceful passions’ and reminds that God’s condemnation faces those as well who approve of such acts (Rom 1:18-32). Christians are obliged to give sin its proper name, so that those who become addicted to it may thus find the way to God and to salvation.”

· Nature of man: man, woman

If we look at man without false spectacles, we come to realize that man has a body which is not sexless and thus points out two aspects: complementarity and fertility. Complementarity means that people were created as man and woman, that they are perfectly mutually adapted, as in physical so in spiritual and psychical respect. And concerning fertility, it is transmission of life to the next generation. What makes man and woman get ripe for fatherhood and motherhood and disembarrass themselves of childish egoism in a natural way is their own children. And now all this is being disclaimed by people propagating homosexuality. Using intellectual constructions they disclaim the crystal-clear reality and build castles in the air. However, nature cannot be violated, not even by the law. 

· Is it possible to cure homosexuality?

Homosexual lobby demands that the International Conference on Psychotherapy and Pastoral Care on 20th-24th May 2009 should eliminate from its programme the lectures on treatment for homosexual inclinations. The competent lecturers were labelled as “dangerous charlatans”. 370 intellectuals signed under a protest against such attitude of the homosexuals, who on the one hand call for freedom for their orientation and on the other deny others the possibility for changing their orientation. For this purpose they use methods of pressure and slanders. 
It was only in 1992 that homosexuality was expunged from the register of diseases by the World Health Organization because of so-called political, or rather ideological reasons. Experience of successful medical treatment for a number of homosexuals may be testified by specialists such as Dutch psychotherapeutist Van den Aardvek, Czech sexologist MUDr. Iva Šípová, Slovak psychiatrist MUDr. Ivan Rakús and others. Another testimony is the book “Treatment for Homosexuality” which evoked hysteria in certain circles in the Czech Republic (CR). If Swedish laws were in force in CR, the publishers might have ended up in prison. The purpose of the book is by no means to offend someone, but to lend a helping hand.

Homosexuality is either a congenital or acquired affliction. The first group, though involving affliction from birth, has a spiritual root. This root is that some of the ancestors opened up to magic, divination, spiritism, satanism or atheism (sins against the First Commandment). The second group includes those who acquired homosexuality through propagation, through rape by a person of the same sex, or through unbelief and idolatry. It is a crime that small children in schools are being hammered on this issue, encouraged to freely choose their sexuality. This is perversity! Who is behind it, who is backstage aiming to destroy the families, to degrade people into sex addicts so that they are, moreover, left in darkness and slavery?! In the trial of Nuremberg Nazism was condemned as an inhumane system. The spirit which was behind that barbarous system is the same as the one which is now enforcing unnatural laws (so-called registered partnership) by way of which human nature is violated and opens up to demonic influence, and finally instead of paradise there will be a hell on earth.
· Basic principles of treatment
People with homosexual orientation should be received with compassionate love, mainly because they mostly develop this deviation through no fault of theirs but as a result of pathological influence of their surroundings which caused them deep spiritual, psychical and emotional injury. Only Jesus can completely heal a person of homosexuality. He healed the sick and cast out demons. He does so even today. This healing process is connected with conversion and repentance and with the following of Christ. It is necessary that the person addicted to homosexual lusts should in the first place forgive all people who by their attitude, behaviour and bad example caused these perverted lusts to awaken in him. Simply, one must offer one’s anger and sorrow to God in prayer. It is necessary that such person should get rid of homosexual literature, videocassettes on this topic, and break with the environment of active gays. He must avoid bars, swimming-pools and cinemas where homosexuals gather. If someone loses faith in the possibility of liberation from this state, one becomes a victim of the clan of active homosexuals who mendaciously claim that homosexuality is inborn and sexually natural. 
· A testimony of a one-time homosexual

“Thanks to reading of the Holy Scripture I could see that Jesus heals all wounds – even homosexuality. The commandments and God-revealed word serve to lead us to heaven. So if I write that homosexuality is a sin – a wound, and by no means love, I have persuaded myself that it is just so! It is not easy to admit it, yet it is the first step to being healed! I beseech you who have like inclinations: Do not make yourself believe that homosexuality is natural. This is a lie! I, who also was a homosexual at one time, know it very well. I am not writing this to frighten you but to bear witness that God has delivered me from this sin.

I pray to God that He may grant perseverance to all who want to break with homosexuality, and that He may open the eyes of those whose hearts are hardened!”
The Holy Scripture rejects every form of extramarital sexual cohabitation as well as homosexual acts. Therefore every attempt to morally acknowledge homosexual unions and marriages is a step directed against God’s law. The civilization of death is blind to the objective evil of homosexual acts and it promotes the opinion that the best solution to the problem of homosexuality is to find one partner and to live with him. However, this is a solution which is of the devil and not of God. 

Discrimination on the part of homosexuals
· Propagation of homosexuality in education

Children are read a homosexual fairy-tale “King and king” in which the crown prince refuses all beautiful princesses because he fell in love with a prince. They are kissing one another and then get married. 

· Homosexual films

During the studies at a certain university in the Slovak Republic (SR), the intending teachers of English have to watch a film projecting in detail an act of perverted sexual intercourse of two men and then another film with a similar theme presenting women with the same deviation! As part of their examination the students are to become absorbed in the plot, find appropriate terms and analyze the topic in an essay. Is this not psychological and sexual manipulation?

When the eurodeputy of SR Mrs. Anna Záborská said that children and students should not be reeducated in schools by homosexually oriented people, the liberal press termed this statement discrimination and her further statements were ridiculed by it. But is it not first of all a question of discrimination of defenceless children as well as of university students? 

· The student Carie Prejean took second place in the Miss USA 2009 Contest because to the question of a homosexual moderator about her opinion on same-sex marriages she answered: “I think that marriage is to be a bond between man and woman.” The judges were shocked by her answer. (The given information does not mean to advertise the Miss USA Contest but to point out homosexual manipulation of opinion.)

· The aim of the law of registered partnership

The main aim of this law is not to grant some privileges, the main aim is to re-educate the society and this is the core of the whole problem. People are tolerant, or rather indifferent to homosexuals today. Their lifestyle practically does not touch them. 

The problem arises when children at schools start to be hammered on this issue, that it is a normal way of life, that they can try it. When “gay activists” will start visiting schools and promoting homosexuality, or it will be done by the very teachers with such orientation, the parents will probably not be much pleased.

· On 18th January 2006 the European Parliament passed a resolution which appeals for equalization of homosexual unions and regular marriage. If one refuses to submit, it will be called discrimination and homophobia and followed by severe punishments. This is, in fact, an attack on Christianity as well as an attack on the freedom of speech. All over the world laws against “hate speech” begin to appear. Recently an evangelical pastor has been condemned in Sweden for quoting passages from the Bible concerning homosexuality during his sermon.

· What spirit is behind it and what is its aim?

It is the spirit of lie and death and its aim is disintegration of the individual, family and nation.

The whole of the stir is created by a narrow group of people whose voice is constantly being amplified by the massmedia. The people with homosexual orientation are abused as a pile-driver for the liquidation of the family as well as as an implement against the religion (christianophobia).
· Criticism of the Pope

The Holy Father Benedict XVI and Italian Minister of Culture R. Buttiglione were sharply criticized by the European deputies for their alleged “discriminating antihomosexual attitudes”. Everyone who has normal opinions and does not want to parrot the phrases about homosexual marriages being natural is persecuted. 

On Saturday 13th May 2006 Benedict XVI criticized political deliberations leading towards legalization of homosexual partnerships. 

In their proclamation the Polish bishops appeal to the European Parliament “to stop the activities that bear signs of the dictatorship of relativism”. They write that the resolution indirectly promotes equalization of homosexual unions and matrimony, thereby falsifying the truth which is rooted in the nature of man.

In the Swiss canton of Bern the organization AIDS Hilfe Switzerland systematically sent out to all schools, youth centres and technical schools a brochure propagating homosexuality. The brochure encourages boys of all ages not to be afraid of homosexuality and propagates it even by means of pictures of homosexual practices. The boys are to look at homosexuality as at the most natural thing in the world. The Evangelical People’s Party termed it seduction of juveniles and lodged a legal action against the organization AIDS Hilfe which is financing this campaign. (June 17, 2005)

· Family in danger

The effort to put homosexual couples on an equal footing with the traditional married couple and to accord them equal rights is as absurd as if deaf people claimed a right to conduct the philharmonic orchestra or blind people a right to drive a car. A homosexual couple can never form a functional family inevitable for healthy development of children. It would therefore be devious to make them equal to married couples and thus to undermine the sound foundation of the society represented by natural and functional family.

· Spiritual terror

Deputies who defend the family rights are presented in some massmedia as a bunch of blockheads. This rather testifies to abridgement of the freedom of speech. Nevertheless, it is necessary to help the people who are afflicted with homosexuality. Though on the other hand we have to reject the ideology which wants to abuse this problem. 

· The Holy Father about homosexual unions

“There are things to which the Church must say: ‘No.’” 

Valencia – During his visit to Spain Benedict XVI mentioned: “It is true that there are certain things to which the Christian society must say ‘no’. We want people to understand that man and woman are by nature created for one another and born to give mankind the future.” July 8, 2006 (TASR)

During his stay in Valencia, on 9th July 2006, Pope Benedict XVI uncompromisingly criticized legalization of homosexual marriages in Spain.

· Discrimination?
During the plenary session of the Parliament in Strasbourg several eurodeputies expressed their opinion that the EU should do more for the prevention of discrimination against homosexuals. (And what do they want to do for the prevention of discrimination the result of which is victims of homosexual activities among youth and children?!)

20-24th February 2006 – Seminar at the Pontifical Lateran University – the professors talked about the threat that children “brought up” by homosexuals mostly became homosexuals themselves.

· Declaration of the Pontifical Council for the Family
“This resolution is a severe attack on the family based on marriage, a union of love and life between man and woman, from which life naturally springs. Throughout the history the nations have always known what marriage is and now, through this resolution of 16th March 2000, this truth is subjected to a distorted interpretation by the European Parliament. Catholic members of parliaments should not support this type of legislation by their vote because it contradicts God’s Commandments, the common good and the truth about man, and, moreover, it is dishonourable.” (March 17, 2000)
· A huge demonstration against homosexual “marriages” 

At least 500 000 people participated in a huge demonstration for protection of the family in Madrid on Saturday evening 18th June 2005. The aim of the organizers was to call the attention of the government to the voices of the families. It was actually a protest against the planned license for homosexual “marriages” and adoption of children by these couples. Among the participants of the demonstration there were also 20 bishops and several politicians. The campaign was organized by the Spanish Forum for Family and its motto was “The family is important”. 

The Spanish government did not respond to the will of the majority of the nation and soon afterwards (30th June 2005) it legalized the perverted laws of homosexual marriages and adoption of children. 

“It is inevitable that we should fight against these unjust laws by all legal means,” write the Spanish bishops. 

· Children of homosexual couples cannot be baptized

Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet has pointed out recently that the Church cannot baptize children of homosexual couples. His secretary B. Bariteau emphasized (27th July 2005) that lived homosexuality is from its very basis against the doctrine of the Church and such couples by their relationship only permanently and publicly demonstrate their contempt for the Catholic Church. 

· The public is deceived by this demagogical motto: 

“The freedom to contract same-sex unions is a part of civil rights and life of the society.” 

This sentence is a prime example of psychological manipulation. What would be the lifetime of the society founded on homosexual relations? It is simple arithmetic: one generation. 
Let us put a question: Is it a part of human rights to tell these people the truth, what kind of bondage they are in, what consequences it will have for their body (many of the infected with AIDS are homosexuals), what consequences it will have for their mental life (the question of disintegration of personality – deep depressions)? And what is the solution afterwards? Euthanasia?! And after euthanasia? Judgement, eternity, hell! For ever! Thus, as the final result, this so-called civil right deprives man of his right to heaven which was obtained for him through the blood of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ. 

The demagogical statement that “contracting same-sex unions” is a part of the life of society is a lie! Throughout the millenia it has not been legally recognized as such either in the most developed or in the most perverted society! It is as if we said that some epidemic is a part of the life of society. True though that it is present in the society, yet supposing that it should be legalized, the whole society would be destroyed. 

· The standpoint of President of CR V. Klaus

President of the Czech Republic Václav Klaus vetoed this law (February 16, 2006): 

“It is a law which touches the fundamental values, traditions and organization of our whole society. It is a law which by its effect touches all members of the society, not only those who struggle for this registered partnership. It is a law which relativizes the relation of the state to the original cell of the society which always was, is and must be the family. 

… For me this law is a tragic mistake – by its nature, by the manner it is written and by all its legislative delimitations. An equally tragic mistake, in my view, is the discussion about this law in public. Moreover, this law in its essence is a discriminating law…”

Conclusion

Dear Sirs and Madams,

as bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC we were obliged to advise You of the current issue of homosexual marriages. This our view is given in the spirit of God’s Word and Christian tradition and brings a blessing. Unfortunately, the non-Christian attitude of Card. L. Husar brings a curse upon the Church and the nation.

Following the example of Slovakia, ban the medial campaign which has already been launched in Ukraine these days! 

You have not only authority but also responsibility as before the Ukrainian nation so before God too. Be brave!

Praying for You,

bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC

+ Markian OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

+ Samuel OSBM

+ Eliáš OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 24th May 2009

Enclosure:

· Pastoral letter to the UGCC faithful (on homosexuality)
Copies to: 

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Patriarchs and Bishops of the Orthodox Churches
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