Death and resurrection
(Lenten appeal to Bishops of the EU)

The essence of the Gospel, the good news, is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died on the cross for our sins and on the third day rose from the dead, whereby He proved His Divinity. The Apostles preached these two fundamental truths of the Gospel and called the sinners to repent and be converted and thus to be saved from eternal condemnation. Repentance meant:
a) to accept the Gospel of Christ’s death and resurrection;

b) to confess one’s sins before God;

c) to break with the spirit of the world and to receive the Spirit of Christ so as to follow Christ in truth.
This is the foundation of the Gospel’s good news of our salvation, which was preached in fullness by the Apostle Paul too. No one can change the Gospel, and if anyone did so, even if it was the Apostle Paul or Peter or an angel from heaven, he would be liable to punishment (Gal 1:8-9): “If anyone preaches any other gospel, anathema sit – (let him be excommunicated – accursed).” God revealed here through the Apostle Paul an immutable law obligatory for Christians of all times. Its importance is stressed by the heaviest punishment it imposes, i.e. “anathema sit – let him be excommunicated”. This punishment falls upon many bishops and theologians today. E.g.: On Holy Saturday 2009 President of the Bishops’ Conference of Germany, ex-Archbp. R. Zollitsch, declared: “Christ did not die for our sins but merely out of solidarity with the suffering.” This is ‘haeresis maxima’ and an overt betrayal of the Gospel. 
At the present time we are witnesses to this new gospel being officially preached by theologians and approved by bishops. For this reason in this case of emergency all who proclaim another gospel fall under God’s punishment of anathema. It is evident that the canon laws (CIC) no longer protect the purity of faith and morals. 
The year 2009 witnessed not only to the statement of R. Zollitsch but also to the approval of the so-called Lisbon Treaty which, in essence, destroys Christianity. This treaty of “self-liquidation of Christian Europe” was approved by Christians themselves. Who is responsible for it? The shepherds of the Catholic Church, who not only were silent but some of them even propagated this treaty. This apostasy of Europe from Christianity, connected with paedophiliac scandals among the clergy, is the fruit of the apostasy of theologians and of the hierarchy. 
Therefore, dear Bishops of the EU, we send You seven questions which are in accordance with Catholic doctrine and with the Spirit of Christ. The first one is: “Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, that means even for you and for your sins, and on the third day He rose again historically and really?” If You are not able to give a definite and positive answer to this question, it is a sign that You are an apostate. Until this time Your apostasy was inward; however, after this our question without Your positive answer it becomes overt. The believers must not obey such apostate bishop any more, in spite of the fact that he will continue – unlawfully – at his post. 
Who is competent to put questions to bishops concerning confession of faith and to promulgate God’s punishments? In a time of the Church’s internal apostasy every priest is competent to do so. Every priest is responsible before God for the purity of faith and morals in his parish. The hierarchs who are in unity with the spirit of apostasy cover up apostasy of their colleagues as well, e.g. the bishops of Germany or Ireland. An appropriate reaction to apostasy among the hierarchy is the example from Slovakia. On 12th December 2009, three priests presented a formula of confession of faith and renouncement of heresies to 18 bishops of Slovakia with a request that they should send their answer to the Holy Father and publicly confess their faith before the faithful in the particular diocese. They did not do so, therefore these priests were obliged to announce to the faithful that the Slovak bishops had fallen under God’s punishment of anathema (cf. Gal 1:8-9). Since as orthodox Catholic priests they can no longer obey an apostate bishop, they have founded a monastery and declared their immediate subordination to the Holy Father. Subsequently they also appealed to all professors of theology and superiors of men’s religious institutes in Slovakia to confess the faith. Because all of them denied their faith, they publicly announced their names too. In spite of the fact that these apostate bishops have a great influence on the mass media, this time – though they did not desire it – the very mass media exposed their apostasy before the whole nation. 
These apostates no longer administer the sacraments validly, unlike those bishops who are in the state of grave sin – but not in apostasy – and in whose case the sacraments work “ex opere operato”. This rule, however, does not apply to the case of apostates, who are outside the Church. 

Within about one month these three priests and one deacon called upon the bishops to repent:

a) to confess the faith and renounce heresies;
b) to ask the Pope to receive them back into the Church as penitent apostates;
c) to resign honestly and give up their offices to new orthodox Catholic bishops who will lead the Church to internal renewal.

Therefore in this historic time we, Bishops of the UOGCC, also turn to You, Your Excellency, and present to You a formula for the confession of faith. By authority of God we ask You to sign this formula and to send it to the Holy Father. Confess the true faith likewise in Your diocese, and that not only according to the Creed but also according to the concrete formula which contains renouncement of heresies. Then let us just know if You did so. Your silence will we understood as a negative response. During the Lenten period You have time to reflect on Your responsibility for theological faculties – for the apostatical spirit which students are breathing there. If You are afraid of the caste of theologians-apostates who are forming a new public opinion in the Church, You thus betray Christ. Your confession of faith requires courage connected with a radical resolution: either Christ or antichrist – salvation or damnation. Be wise and brave. Decide for Jesus. The formula expresses the essence of the Scripture and Tradition. Its aim is:

1) to preserve the purity of the Catholic faith and to point out the sound foundations of salvation, repentance, conversion and the following of Christ;

2) an internal and external reform of the Church.

The hypocritical and mendacious statement: “I do not feel bound by this formula, because You are not competent” is no excuse either before God or before the Church.

Formula for the confession of faith
1) Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, that means even for you and for your sins, and on the third day He rose again historically and really?

Answer: 

2) Do you believe that there is salvation in no one else, only in Jesus Christ? 

Answer: 
3) Do you consider homosexual activity an abomination and deadly sin?

Answer: 

4) Do you renounce historical-critical theology (HCT) and the spirit which is behind it?

Answer: 

5) Do you renounce the spirit of syncretism with paganism, the spirit of relativism and false interpretation of Nostra aetate as well as the so-called spirit of Assisi?

Answer: 

6) Do you renounce satan and demons, especially those which nowadays work through different covert forms of magic and divination (homoeopathy, acupuncture, hypnosis, divination by pendulum or dowsing rod) and through the spirit of New Age?

Answer: 

7) Do you renounce the spirit working through Freemasons, through the Rotary or the Lions Club?

Answer:
_______________________________, on ______________2010 A.D.

(signature)
Dear brother in the episcopal ministry, we ask You to confess the faith and to separate from heresies by the Day of Christ’s Resurrection, i.e. 4th April 2010, at the latest. On 5th April 2010 we will make Your decision public before the whole Church. We have to warn You that unless You confess the faith and renounce heresies, You will fall under the punishment of God’s anathema and as from 5th April 2010 You will administer the sacraments invalidly (with the exception of Baptism). 

We remind that in the previous year an anathema was published not only against Archbishop Zollitsch but also against all German bishops who were in unity with him and his heresies and up to this day persist in stubbornness and impenitence. Therefore we would like to warn You not to follow the example of these apostate bishops. You, unlike them, be an example of faithfulness to Christ and to His Gospel. 
In Christ,

Bishops of the Standing Synod of the UOGCC

+ Eliáš OSBMr, + Samuel OSBMr, + Markian OSBMr, + Metoděj OSBMr

Lvov, 19th February 2010
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