Does a heretic ordain and consecrate validly?
We received a question from the Slovak Republic: “You write that a bishop living in a grave sin ordains and consecrates validly, whereas a heretic (apostate) invalidly. According to You, Bishop František Tondra, long-time President of the Slovak Bishops’ Conference, is such a heretic too. Now, are all ordinations and consecrations conferred by F.T. invalid? Then 90% of priests ordained by him celebrate the Holy Mass and confess invalidly. How shall You explain it?”
Response: The spirit of both the Gospel and the Eastern Tradition is expressed even nowadays in the Apostolic Canons. Quotation from can. 46: “We order that such deacon, priest or bishop be deprived of office who acknowledged validity of the Baptism administered or of the Eucharistic sacrifice offered by heretics. What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? (2Cor 6:15)”
The commentator D. Salakhas states: “The tone of this norm carries much weight because a heretic is presented as a follower of the devil...”
Can. 46 states that the sacraments administered by a heretic are invalid. It is necessary to specify one thing: as for the Baptism, there was a polemics between Pope Stephen I (254-257) and St. Cyprian. The polemics continued in the following centuries. In the end the Western Church reached a binding decision: “In case of necessity, even a woman, or even a pagan or a heretic, may baptize, provided they apply the baptismal formula of the Church and have the intention to do what the Church does when she baptizes.” (The Ferrara-Florence Council, 1439)
As regards episcopal consecration or Holy Orders conferred by a heretic, the spiritual principle of can. 46 fully applies even to the Western Church– i.e. when conferred by a bishop who lives in a grave sin, it is valid but when conferred by a heretic, it is invalid! (cf. The Council of Trent)
As for Bishop F. Tondra, he causes great offence in the field of occultism, propagates hypnosis in the pastoral care, defends various forms of magic and divination (homoeopathy...). From among the Slovak bishops he was the first to whom we appealed to confess the Catholic faith and to renounce concrete heresies. Since he did not do so, starting from 2nd August 2009 he is excluded (excommunicated) from the Church as a heretic. Until he was appealed to confess the true faith and to renounce heresies, his apostasy from Christ and from the Mystical Body – the Church – had not been fully accomplished yet. Apparently, until that time one can apply the principle Ecclesia suplet to Holy Orders conferred by him. If after the concrete appeal he remained in obstinacy, now he is a complete public heretic. As from 2nd August 2009, the sacraments administered by him – with the exception of Baptism – are invalid.
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