A Christmas appeal to Catholic bishops
Dear brother in the apostolic ministry,
we, members of the Bishops’ Synod of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church, are turning to You with an urgent appeal for confession of true faith and renouncement of the contemporary heresies which destroy the Mystical Body of Christ. On 15th March 2009 we appealed to all cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church to make this step of faith by 14th September 2009. We repeated the appeal on 16th August 2009. Unfortunately, by 15th September 2009 395 bishops and 186 cardinals excommunicated themselves from the Mystical Body of Christ. 
The last chance of public confession of faith and public renouncement of heresies lasts for You until 25th December 2009 – the Nativity of Christ.
The first appeal for confession by this date was sent to all remaining bishops on 15th September 2009. The second appeal is given on 15th October 2009. To the question what right we have to demand this we answer with a question: What right had an ordinary servant girl to demand a confession of faith from the first Pope (Peter)? 
Unless You Yourself confess the faith publicly and send this confession to the Holy Father, You thus make it manifest that You agree with the heresies which destroy the Church at the root, and according to can. 1364 §1 cic You incur a latae sententiae excommunication and likewise, according to God’s law, You fall under an anathema (Gal 1:8-9), i.e. excommunication from the Church. Every believer has a right to demand Your confession of faith (see 1Pt 3:15). 
In this time of emergency God demands this from You through us today. You are obliged in conscience before God to do so. 

In Christ,

Bishops of the Synod of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Markian OSBM

+ Samuel OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

Lvov, 15th October 2009

Enclosure: Formula of the confession of faith and renouncement of heresies
Copy to: The Holy Father Benedict XVI
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