“Life or death”

Every man and woman, regardless of his or her age or position is faced with the most vital question: What will happen with you after your death – will you be saved or condemned? 

Will you live for ever in glory as an heir of God’s kingdom or will you suffer for ever damned with the demons in hell?
The following biblical course on heaven and hell will help you in this reflection.

The last things

A biblical lesson on hell (1st part)

«We need to speak about hell lest we descend thereinto.» (St. John Chrysostom)
Learn by heart Mt 25:41: «Then He (Lord Jesus – the Judge) will say to those on His left: ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels!’»
Reflection: Mt 25:41
A) Then He will say to those on his left...
1) Whom will the Lord Jesus place on the left of the throne of His glory on the day of the last Judgement? (Mt 25:33)
2) What people does the righteous Judge call “goats”? Analyze the biblical text Mt 25:42-45
3) What will God’s angels do with the condemned after God’s Judgement? (Mt 13:42)
B) Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire

1) When once the Master of the house (Jesus) has risen and shut the door, who will remain standing outside and knocking at the door, saying: “Lord, open to us”? (Lk13:24.27) 
Narrow gate – a life of self-denial.

2) What is in store for the members of our body (hands, feet, eyes) if they succumb to temptations? (Mk 9:44.46.48) 
3) What to do not to fall and remain in sin when the devil is tempting us? (Mt 18:8; 2Cor 6:17) 

4) What is in store for those who will be cast out? (Lk 13:28)

5) Who of those who were invited shall not taste Lord’s banquet (will not be saved)?
a) Lk 14:18

b) Mt 22:3.5

c) Mt 22:6

d) Mt 22:11

6) What did the king do to those who were not worthy of his wedding banquet? (Mt 22:7.13)
7) How does an unfaithful servant of God behave? (Lk 12:45)
8) What will the Lord do to an evil servant when He comes unexpectedly? (Lk 12:46)
God-consecrated people, when you think that you stand take heed lest you fall. (cf. 1Cor 10:12)
9) Why did the Bridegroom shut the door on the foolish virgins? (Mt 25:3)
10) Why will not everyone who says to Jesus: ‘Lord, Lord’, enter the kingdom of heaven? (Mt 7:21-23)

C) into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels
1) How does the Apostle John call the eternal fire in the Book of Revelation? (Rev 21:8)
2) Say on the basis of Rev 21:8 what people will suffer “the second death”.

3) Whom will the Lord Jesus punish in flaming fire in accordance with God’s justice? (2Thes 1:8)

4) Where did the rich man find himself? (Lk 16:23)

a) What else did he say about the flames in which he found himself after his death? (Lk 16:28)

b) What for was the rich man condemned to hell for ever? (Lk 16:31)

5) Who is seeking our eternal perdition? (1Pt 5:8)
6) He who sits on the throne and makes all things new says who will be thrown into the lake of fire burning with brimstone (which is the second death):
a) Rev 20:10
b) Rev 20:14

c) Dan 12:1-2; Rev 20:15; Rev 14:9-11

7) God’s punishment, which will be inflicted upon the devil, the beast, the false prophet (antichrist), the first death, Hades and the cursed people, will be for ever! (Mt 25:46)

Write by heart Mt 25:41
«Let the remembrance of eternal fire go to bed with you every evening and let it also rise with you.» 
(St. John Climacus)

The last things

A biblical course on hell (2nd part)

Learn by heart 2Thes 1:7b-9: «When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels ... in flaming fire inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His might.»
1) Who will be revealed, from where and with whom?

2) Why will He be revealed and whom will He punish?

3) What will they suffer?

4) Away from whom and from what will the eternally condemned be? 
inflicting vengeance...
Ex 34:7; Jer 25:29; Jud 5

on those who do not know God...

Mt 22:29; Mt 25:29-30; Jn 8:19

on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus...

Mk 1:15; Мk 8:35; Gal 1:9

They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction...

Dan 12:2; Мt 7:13; Phi 3:19; Jud 7; 2Pt 3:7; Мt 25:41

away from the presence of the Lord...

Lk 13:27-28; Rev 6:16; Мt 27:46; Deut 31:17-18; Іsa 59:2

away from His glory...

Мt 25:31; Rom 1:23; Rom 3:23; Rev 21:23-24; 2Chron 7:3

away from his might...

Mt 10:1; Мt 22:29; Мt 28:18; Acts 1:8

Write by heart 2Thes 1:7b-9
Application:

1) What are you to do to know God in truth? What to do to be obedient to the Gospel of Jesus Christ?
2) What to do in order that your punishment should not be eternal destruction? 

3) What sin is the greatest hindrance for you to be able already now to look upon God’s face?
4) If you died in this moment, where would your soul be?
1. The main verse should be known by heart and often repeated during the week.
2. Questions and answers:

Question: God is love, how could He torment anyone?
Answer: God does not torment anyone. The condemned rejected God of his own free will. He himself chose his eternal lot stubbornly and wilfully. God did His utmost for man’s salvation but He respects his free will.
Question: Does the Greek word aionios mean ‘of long duration’?
Answer: In the Holy Scripture aionios means eternal. This term is used in the Holy Scripture 71 times, whereof 64 times it has a positive meaning: eternal God, eternal life, eternal glory, eternal kingdom...; and 7 times it is used in a negative sense: eternal fire, eternal suffering... 
Question: Could the good God punish somebody at all?
Answer: God’s goodness does not mean that God is indifferent to sin. The teaching of the Church has it that God is the most righteous, repaying good and punishing evil (6 truths of the faith).  
Question: Will sinners exist no more? Will God destroy them? (conditionalism)
Answer: In the resurrection God will raise all – good and evil ones; evil ones for condemnation, good ones for glory. (cf. Jn 5:29; Dan 12:2) 
Question: Will hell be destroyed in the end and will the devil repent? (heresy of apocatastasis – restorationism)
Answer: No. Neither the devil nor the cursed will repent any more, even if they had such opportunity. 
Question: Isn’t the eternal punishment unjust if life is so short?
Answer: If someone kills a man, he does it in one second and is sentenced for it to capital punishment or to many years in prison. God is eternal and our soul is immortal. Therefore the punishment has eternal duration too. The condemned to hell are those who refused eternal salvation which God gave us through His death on the cross. 
Question: Is it right that many people nowadays accept the teaching about reincarnation?
Answer: No, it isn’t! This teaching is a lie and a demonic deceit. If the Christian accepts it, he becomes an apostate because this lie denies personal God, the Most Holy Trinity, immortality of soul, sin, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for our sins, eternal heaven and eternal hell. 
Remember:

· Who denies eternal hell, the one denies Christ’s death on the cross for our sins and considers Christ a mere human (in the book Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity L. Husar denies eternal hell). Cardinal Husar claims that hell is not eternal and that “noone will go there for ever”. This is a lie. God’s Word says: “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire.” (Mt 25:41)

· In the words “Eloi, Eloi” on Golgotha Jesus tasted the very nature of hell, that is, the separation from God. Here, on Golgotha, Jesus overcame the devil, sin and hell. Who received Jesus Christ and abides in Him, the one has eternal life, and sin, devil or hell have no power over him. 
The truth about eternal condemnation – about hell
One girl went to a church. The preacher had a short sermon. He read out from the Scripture: “They will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then he leaned over the pulpit and said: “I fear only one thing – lest I should be eternally condemned.” Afterwards he looked sadly and silently at the people. Through this word God’s Spirit came and started to work powerfully in the soul of the girl who suddenly realized to the very last consequence: Really, I can be eternally condemned! It is hard to express it in words. This deep pain stemming from the terrible danger which is facing me personally needs to be experienced. 
For about three weeks the girl was overcome by a deep depression, realizing that she was, in fact, already condemned. In this state she came to the church again. The preacher read out the Gospel about the Good Shepherd and began to speak about Jesus – Who will believe in Christ and receive Him, the one will be saved. The girl believed fully and knew that now she had eternal life. Great joy and peace filled her heart. 
The thought of hell should serve to prevent us from getting there. 
If there is a bottle with a deadly poison somewhere, I have to warn against it; I will paint skull and crossbones on it and write: “Caution! Death!” What a crime it would be to write on this bottle: “Coca-Cola”. What will be the end in the hour of death of those people who rejected the warning against hell – against eternal death? God is merciful but also righteous. He knocks at the door of our heart and wants to give us eternal life. This life is in His Son. Mercy – forgiveness of sins – is in Jesus Christ. Who rejects Him the one has thus rejected mercy and eternal life. 
We are saved in Christ, nowhere else. No philosophies, psychologies, modern theologies, pagan religions, no meditation techniques, nor our goodness will save us. Salvation is only in Christ. The criminal who died on Golgotha went immediately to Paradise, because he believed in Jesus Christ. The Pharisees and scribes did not believe in Him. These are people who speak about God but are not converted and do not live by faith, even though they hold offices in the Church. 
When the visionary in Dzhublik, a place of private apparitions in Ukraine, was asked whether there are bishops in hell too, she replied: “Yes, there are many of them!”
Mt 25:46: “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
In his Short rules St. Basil the Great says: “... (heretics) invent a kind of end of the punishments so that they may have more courage to sin... If the punishment would end, then, unconditionally, eternal life would have to end too. As to the former so to the latter the word ETERNAL is added.” 
The wisdom is to take seriously the reality of death, Eternity and hell. Who does not want to admit the truth about hell during one’s life will certainly find oneself there after death. 

The teaching of Card L. Husar, however, is quite the contrary of the teaching of the Holy Scripture and of the Church Fathers.
Mt 10:28: “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Who are we to fear? The one who preaches heresies and says that hell is not eternal (L. Husar).
Historic-critical theology (HCT) does not believe in Jesus. These theologians have a so-called historical Christ and a Christ of faith. If you receive this standpoint, such faith will not save you. 

God’s Word says:

Mt 7:13: “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.” The way that leads to hell is broad. “Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (v. 14) This way is Golgotha, Jesus’ death.

Mt 13:41-42: “The Son of man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practise lawlessness, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Here the Holy Scripture uses the term “fiery furnace” instead of the word “hell”. The Scripture uses 28 synonyms for hell – the second death, the lake of fire, fire and brimstone, anathema, condemnation, eternal punishment, eternal destruction etc. 
Mt 13:49-50: “So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and cast them into the furnace of fire. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Lk 16:27f: “Tormented by the fire of hell he called out: ‘I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house – for I have five brothers – so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said: ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said: ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him: ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” In this passage is encompassed the truth about hardness of human heart: “Even if someone should rise from the dead, they will not believe. Because they do not want to believe.”
“They have Moses and the Prophets.” What does Moses and the Prophets do? They preach the Word of God which was given to us by God. Nothing else. If we listen to Moses and the Prophets, we listen to God. But if we listen to the false prophets who tell us that there is no hell, that Jesus was a mere human, if we listen to them, we will go to hell together with them. 
The reason why the rich man went to hell was not his wealth, and Lazarus was not carried to the Abraham’s side because of his poverty. Lazarus went to heaven because he had faith in God and believed Moses and the Prophets; the rich man went to hell because he did not believe. And this holds true even nowadays. Those who do not believe God’s Word will go to hell and those who do believe will go to heaven. Jesus said: “He who believes will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:16)
Professor Raymond Dioccers lived in Paris in the 13th century. He was a very learned but also a very proud man. When he died, people prayed by the coffin in his house. The priest recited the prayer: “Make me know my transgression and my sin.” It is taken from the Book of Job and recited in the prayer for the deceased. When the priest said these words, suddenly there was a voice heard: “I am condemned by God’s righteous judgement.” All got scared; they removed the lid of the coffin but everything was normal. They prayed the same prayer again. The dead man rose, sat up and said: “I am condemned by God’s righteous judgement” and fell down. All people were aghast, the whole of Paris. The bishops were thinking about what to do. One bishop proposed: “Let us wait till tomorrow. Tomorrow we will pray once more.” The other day even more people came to the place. They began to pray again. When they uttered: “Make me know my transgression and my sin”, the dead man rose, sat up and said once again: “I am condemned by God’s righteous judgement.” Among the people present there was also a certain very learned theologian, whose name was Dr. Bruno. Seeing this, he was so shocked that he retired into seclusion and along with his friends founded the Carthusian Order. 
St. Francis Girolamo was a missionary in Naples in the 18th century. He held a mission in front of one church on a small square. During all that time a certain woman kept shouting out of the window of one of the nearby houses. She was singing and interrupting his sermon so that people could not hear him. However, he did not give up. After some time he came to that place again and when he began to preach, there was noone interrupting him any more. When he ended, he asked: “What happened to that woman? How is it that she is not interrupting me?” The people replied to him: “She died very suddenly a few hours ago.” “And where is she now?” he asked further. They replied: “She is still lying dead in her flat.” He said: “Let us go there.” He and a group of men came to her flat. She was lying there dead. Her name was Catherine. The missionary told her: “Catherine, where are you now?” No reply. She was silent, she was dead. He said again: “In the name of God I command you to say where you are now.” She opened her eyes, then her mouth slowly and said: “In hell.” He asked her once more and she repeated it: “In hell.” This was a living sermon which converted more people than his whole mission. 
A short story which happened in Budapest in 1937: There were two friends. Clare and Ann. Clare was a pious girl. She often attended the church, received Holy Communion. Ann was lukewarm; she had no interest in religious life. She led a comfortable life without God. Every Sunday she and her husband would take a trip by car and return in the evening, without ever caring about God. One Sunday, when they were returning home, suddenly a strong light coming from the opposite direction dazzled them... some car... a blow... Ann felt acute pain. She sustained a fatal injury; immediately afterwards she met her Maker. 
A few days later Clare had a peculiar vivid dream. She could see her friend Ann who was telling her the story of her life. In the end she said: “Don’t pray for me; I am condemned.” Then she added: “Now I hate even you; we hate everyone, but God compelled me to tell you the truth. I am forced to do so.” Ann recounted in detail why she was condemned. She also described the suffering in hell, how terrible it is to be there, all the pains, despair and hatred which the soul feels. Clare woke up, all of a dither and scared, and could sleep no more. The first thing she did in the morning was that she hurried to the church. When she returned home she noticed a letter in her letter-box. She opened it – it was a letter from Ann – and it was written there: “I’m in hell, I’ve been condemned. Don’t pray for me. Ann.” 
There are numerous testimonies from hell. For example, there is a two-hour TV testimony of Ian McCormack from New Zealand who experienced hell. This happened on the island of Mauritius lying near Madagascar in 1981. During his diving here Ian was stung five times by a poisonous jellyfish. When he came up to the surface his whole arm was swollen. He realized that it was fatal. He died some time later in hospital. Suddenly he realized that he was no longer in the physical world. He heard voices around him shouting with hatred. Moreover, he perceived that there were as if some eyes looking at him with a terrifying look filled with hatred – as if somebody is pursuing you and wants to kill you. However, this was hundred times worse. He was attacked by intensifying horrors, suffering; he understood that he was in hell.
Suddenly a thin ray of light appeared in the darkness and Jesus drew him out of there. Ian was given the task of bearing witness of his experience so that many might be saved from coming to this place of eternal torment.
Mrs. Gloria Polo MD testifies: “On 5th May 1995 at the National University of Colombia in Bogotá at about half past four p.m. we were struck by lightning. My nephew died there. In my case, lightning burned my body in a horrifying way, on the inside and outside. Lightning charred me, practically made my whole flesh and ribs vanish. My stomach, my legs; lightning went out my right foot, my liver was charred, my kidneys were burned, just like my lungs.

I was enslaved by my body. I would work out four hours each day: aerobic, massage therapies, diets etc.
When I was already in graduate school, I once heard a priest say that hell didn’t exist and neither did demons. 
That was exactly what I wanted to hear! I even started telling everyone that the devil didn’t exist at all.

When I was under unaesthetic in the operating room, I was really terrified! I saw demons coming for me and I was their pay. At that moment I saw many people coming out of the walls of the operating room. At first sight they looked normal, but with a look of hatred on their faces, a horrible look. At that point through some special insight given to me, I realized I owed each one of them. I realized sin was not for free and that the main infamy and lie of the devil was to state that he didn’t exist. I saw how they were coming for me. You can imagine how scared I was. This scientific and intellectual mind was of no avail to me. I bounced off the floor, into my body, trying to come into it again, but my body wouldn’t let me in. I ran away and I’m not sure when I went through the wall in the operating room. I was hoping to hide in some hallway in the hospital but I ended up jumping into thin air. I went into some tunnels heading downward. 
At first, they had light and looked like bee hives. But I started descending and light became scarce and I started roaming some tunnels in pitch darkness. That darkness has no comparison. That darkness causes pain, horror, and shame. And it smells very bad. I finished descending down those tunnels and landed desperately on a flat spot.

As I was hanging over the abyss, the demons were irritated by that drop of light which I still had in my soul; so all these monsters lunged at me. These awful creatures were like grubs, like vampires and they tried to quench this light in me with final effect. Imagine my repugnance and horror when I saw myself covered with those creepy creatures. I was screaming, I was screaming like mad. Those things were burning. O, my brothers and sisters, this is a living darkness, it is hatred which burns, which swallows us, which exploits us and sponges on us. I can find no words to describe this horror.
I started screaming: ‘I always went to Mass on Sundays. I didn’t miss more than five Sundays my entire life. I always went to Mass, what am I doing here? Take me out of here!’ 

I continued screaming still covered with those loathsome creatures which were stuck on me: ‘I’m a Catholic, please, I’m a Catholic, take me out of here!’ 

While I was screaming, my body was on earth in a deep coma. I was connected to many apparatuses. I was in agony. I was dying. No air filled my lungs; my kidneys did not work any more. I ‘lived’ only because I was connected to those apparatuses and because my sister, who is a doctor too, insisted that I should remain connected to them.”
The whole testimony in the book by Mrs. Gloria Polo is very topical for Catholics, especially for women who want to sincerely love God and their neighbours and to be prepared for eternity.
St. Faustina testifies: “The Lord told me: ‘The souls are perishing. Even in spite of My bitter suffering. I am giving them the last chance of salvation, which is My holy mercy. The loss of every soul immerses me into a death sorrow. I remind you again, My daughter, every time you hear the bell chiming 3 o’clock in the afternoon, immerse yourself wholly into My mercy and call upon My mercy for the whole world, especially for the poor sinners. Particularly for those who are dying in that moment. In this hour you will obtain everything for yourself as well as for others. In this hour mercy was given to the whole world. My daughter, if you cannot pray for a longer time, owing to your duties, immerse into My wounds at least for a while in the place where you are.” These words are likewise addressed to us when we pray at 3 p.m.: “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, have mercy on me!” (this is repeated five times)
