Heaven

(a biblical lesson)

Learn by heart Jn 14:2-3
“In my Father’s house are many mansions... I go to prepare a place for you... and I will receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

1) How many mansions are there in heaven?

2) What did Jesus go to prepare for us?

3) Whom will Jesus receive to Himself, and where will we be?

In my Father’s house are many mansions.

Who serves God in heaven and who stands before Him? (Dan 7:10)
Who are those that came in white robes and where are they now? (Rev 7:13-17)

Who is to rejoice? (Rev 12:12a)

What is in store for us after death? (2Cor 5:1)

I go to prepare a place for you.
a) Heaven is a place of eternal joy. (1Cor 2:9)

In heaven we will be partakers of the happiness of God Himself (Mt 25:21) 
because we will partake of the divine nature (1Jn 3:2).
The elect may always see God’s face. (Mt 18:10)

The elect neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore. (Rev 7:13-17)

The elect will suffer no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain. (Rev 21:4)

b) The joy in heaven lasts for ever and varies.

No one will take their joy from them. (Jn 16:22)

Where will the righteous go? (Mt 25:46)

The difference of the reward. (2Cor 9:6)
...and I will receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

Nothing unclean shall enter heaven. (Rev 21:27)

One must give everything. (Mt 13:44)

Narrow way. (Mt 7:14)

One must lose one’s soul. (Jn 12:25)

The righteous have the peace of soul even now. (Jn 14:27)

They are united with God. (1Jn 4:16)
Jesus is in their hearts already now. (Eph 3:17)

Citations from the Church Fathers:
“Who seeks the divine life, the one lives it already.” (St. Augustine)
“Remember the reward and you will bear suffering with joy.” (St. Augustine)
“The present time is the time of work, the future time is the time of reward.” (St. Gregory)

About heaven

Hope of a reward works powerfully. For an earthly and short-lived reward people are eager to do, sacrifice or suffer even the hardest. The greater the reward and the surer the hope of a good profit, the more industrious, self-sacrificing and courageous they become, often even running the risk of their lives – in factories, in mines, on gold and diamond fields. So if the hope of reward and profit is so inspiring and stimulating, it will certainly be of nothing but benefit to us if we fasten our curious eyes on the eternal reward – on heaven! 

Heaven is beautiful!
Heaven is mine!

Heaven is at hand!

I. Heaven is beautiful!

For the reason that heaven far transcends all our ideas, let us paint a picture of the greatest possible happiness, let us imagine the greatest possible beauty, and still, heaven is far more beautiful. For, as Scripture says – “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man, what things God has prepared for them that love Him.” What then this heaven must be like if it transcends all our ideas?!
Let us use a comparison: What beauty can be seen only on our earth itself! Let us imagine a magnificent view from the high mountains, a fascinating sunrise or sunset in the wonderful land of glaciers...

For if our earth, which we call the land of exile and the vale of tears, the place of passing pilgrimage where we have no permanent dwelling, is so beautiful, how beautiful heaven must be, which is our true homeland, our home, where we are to dwell for ever.

If our earth is so beautiful, though it is a place of toil and struggle in the sweat of one’s brow, a place of mortification and sacrifice, where whatever reward costs so much effort and hardships, how beautiful heaven must be, the place of peace, victory and reward!
If this earth is so beautiful, though it is also a dwelling place of the enemies of God, how beautiful heaven must be, where God dwells only with His faithful servants, confidants, children and friends!

If this earth is so beautiful, though God reveals Himself to us here merely as if in a shadow, in a mystery, dimly, how beautiful heaven must be, where God makes Himself known to His children in all His majesty and where the revelation of His glory and beauty is boundless!

If the earth is so beautiful that men depart it with pain, death appearing frightful to them, in spite of the fact that throughout the earthy life they had to drink so much wormwood – let us just mention the many miseries, illnesses, pains, partings and all the bitterness which life makes us taste – how much more beautiful heaven must be, where there is no pain, no illness, no misery, where the words of the Revelation come true: “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Rev 21:4)

In heaven we will have everything the human heart desires. And what does the human heart thirst for? For honour, wealth and power! In heaven we will be given that all in full measure.

We desire honour – God will honour His faithful servants. “Those who honour Me I will honour.” (1Sam 2:30) Can we imagine greater honour than the one we shall receive from God? And when God honours us, all inhabitants of heaven will honour us too.

We desire wealth? In heaven we will be heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ (Rom 8:17). Let us just consider how rich our Father is and what inheritance is in store for us!

We desire power? We will partake of the power of Jesus Christ to whom all power has been given in heaven and on earth (Mt 28:18). For as joint heirs He will also make us partakers of His power. 

And what a nice and pleasant company we shall enjoy in heaven! If already here on earth in the pleasant company of a dear friend, a soul mate, we forget all physical and mental troubles, how delightful the company must be of the saints, confessors, martyrs, apostles, prophets, angels and the Virgin Mary, our Mother!
But what makes heaven heaven is the blissful possession of God. That we may enter the depth of the heavenly joys, we need to realize who God is. Let us consider that the greater and richer the good, the happier we feel about our possessing it. And God is the infinite good – limitless, the innermost cause of all good, beauty and perfection. If a mere drop or shadow of good, which we can see in the creation, can enthuse and astound us so much, wouldn’t God in all His majesty fill us with supreme happiness? “For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light.” (Ps 36:10)

If the knowledge of the particular truths is so blissful that men of science renounce all earthly pleasures, night and day devoting themselves to research, what delight it must be to see the truth itself and thus to acquire the knowledge of all science in its full glamour!

Bliss will be our portion, for the Lord says unto His faithful servants: “Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your Lord.” (Mt 25:23), that means, into the joy which belongs wholly to Him – is His possession. Indeed, heaven must be beautiful!

And that all lasts for ever. Thus the heavenly joy is actually sealed. If this bliss was connected with the slightest shadow of fear that once it should end, for example after a thousand years, the blessed would not be blessed. For the greater the joy, the more terrible the thought of its end. Indeed, its end would be a tragedy; and the sweeter the joy the sadder this tragedy would be. The blessed in heaven live in an unswerving certainty that their happiness will last for ever.

II. Heaven is mine!

But what right have we to say that? Is it not a daring statement? Not at all! For the Divine Saviour obtained heaven for us with His own blood. He did not need to purchase it for Himself, for He is its Lord. He left all His rights and claims to us, His least brethren. In view of the merits of Jesus Christ, His passion and death, I may say: Heaven belongs to me. St. Bernard used this logic to silence the devil. When on his death-bed the saint was looking forward to heaven, the evil spirit came near him and said: “How can you hope that God will receive you into heaven when you know how poor your works were.” But the saint replied: “I knew long ago that I could not build on my poor deeds, but my Saviour obtained heaven for me through His sufferings and blood and He will credit me with His merits. I hope therefore that I will be allowed to enter heaven.” And the devil left ashamed.

Heaven is mine indeed. If our Lord was not serious about my salvation, if He did not want me in heaven, shall we say, “with all His strength”, He would not have done and suffered so much for my sake, He would not have given me such numerous means to get there. Seeing a doctor who frequently visits his patient, prescribes him the most effective medicine and attends him with the best care, all will say that the doctor really, and even “with all his strength”, endeavours to save his patient. Similarly, we are perfectly right to deduce from the numerous means of grace given to us by God that the Lord has our salvation at heart, that He wants us to be blessed. So if you are losing hope, go under the cross, think about the indescribable pains of your Saviour and ask yourself: would the Saviour have suffered so much unless He desired my salvation? Therefore, embracing the cross, say: Heaven is mine!!! My guarantee is the cross, the bitter sufferings of my Lord. 

If you received Jesus as your Lord and all you have you no longer consider yours (property, relationships as well as your will), you are truly poor in spirit (Mt 5:3). For you thus paid as if the purchase price and the merchandise is now yours. The Lord does not say: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for they shall attain the kingdom of heaven.” No, but He says: “Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In all pains and crosses let us therefore be comforted with the words: The beautiful heaven is mine.

New hope of heaven is given to a zealous missionary who makes the greatest and most precious sacrifices in an effort to bring the lost sheep to the Saviour. This hope is also offered to a priest who stays for years in the place given in his charge, day by day faithfully fulfilling his professional duties. Likewise, hope is given to sisters of charity who obligingly serve and attend the lepers and other unfortunates afflicted with nasty or infectious diseases – in fact, they thus serve the Saviour Himself. This hope is given to many sorely tried widows and to many servants who in the consciousness of a faithfully performed duty will be able to say with Saint Paul in the sunset of their life: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day.” (2Tim 4:7) Yes, this hope may be enjoyed, as the Apostle says, by “all who have loved His appearing” and cooperated with His grace. 

III. Heaven is at hand!

Heaven is at hand, for I will die soon. Just some more years and I shall stand before the gate of heaven. And should I even live a hundred more years, they will pass in no time. How powerfully this thought must affect me! Heaven is at hand! This thought moved so many young boys and girls to despise the joys and short-lived goods of the world so as to have a safer way to heaven. This thought filled many a saint with the fire of zeal, bringing them to make the best of the short time and to lay up for themselves treasures in heaven. This thought aroused a spirit of penitence with numbers of hermits, who then sought by good deeds to make their call and election sure. A certain worldly person once asked such penitent how he could be so cheerful in the face of all the strictness. He replied: “Whenever I come to have some doubts, I look through the hole in the wall at the sky-blue heaven. Then I say to myself: Just some more years and I will be in heaven, where there will be the end of all pains. There eternal joys are in store for me.”  

So if heaven is beautiful, if it is mine and is at hand, should the sight and joyful hope of it not kindle my zeal? If the hope of a temporal earthly reward can give people strength and encouragement for such hard work, suffering and sacrifices, how much I must be ashamed of my carelessness of and indifference to the eternal reward!
Let us answer three questions: 

1) What have I done so far for the sake of heaven? Maybe very little, or almost nothing. And how much I was chasing after a short-lived reward, earthly fame and honour!
2) What should I have done for the sake of heaven? All, for it is worth all and lasts for ever.

3) What will I do in future? I want to make the most of every opportunity. Nothing can be hard to me. I shall follow Christ’s counsel: “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” (Mt 6:20) “Seek first (daily) the kingdom of God...” (Mt 6:33)

Above all, let us make the most of the rich sources of merits: 

· Acts of love by which we serve the Lord Himself. Even the least service done to Him will be richly, divinely and eternally repaid by Him.

· Passive penance – i.e. patience and submission in all crosses, which human life is so rich in. The cross is the safest way to heaven. We shall become heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together (cf. Rom 8:17). So “set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth” (Col 3:2).

Conclusion

The fight is short. The work is short too, but the reward is for ever. We shall never regret what we did, sacrificed and suffered for the sake of our Lord and for the sake of heaven. On our death-bed, however, we shall recall with pain the opportunities and graces we wasted. 

