A barbarous crime in a contemplative monastery of sisters
(An explanation of the documentary)

On 31st July 2009 governmental authorities (the police and State Security Committee/KGB/) in cooperation with representatives of the heretical Synod of the UGCC delivered a criminal attack on the contemplative monastery of St. Elias the Prophet in Bryukhovychi. The purpose of this attack was to morally defame and compromise the monastery of sisters which has become officially subordinate to the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC. This is an open religious persecution of the believers who have freely chosen to come within the jurisdiction of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC. This documentary is a testimony to physical and moral violence used by government authorities against defenceless sisters. The key person engaged in this barbarous crime and profanation of a sacred place is Mr Roman Kurash, Head of Department on Matters of Nationalities and Religions of the Regional Council in Lvov. This criminal action was a carrying out of the intention of the heretic Card. L. Husar, with the consent of the apostate Archbp. I. Voznyak. For without this intention and consent something like this would never be possible!
Chronological sequence of events:
1) R. Kurash accompanied by an SBU officer (Security Service of Ukraine), by President of the Local Council of Bryukhovychi and by the police arrived on 31st July 2009 in the Monastery of St. Elias the Prophet, giving the impression of wanting to officially investigate an allegedly “serious problem”.
2) Even after a repeated request of the sisters Mr R. Kurash produced no official document which would authorize him to enter the monastery. He showed the sisters just an insufficient document with the signature of Mr Derzhko, vice-governor. The sisters were not given the copy of the document in spite of asking for it several times. 
3) R. Kurash said that he was to examine two things: alleged illegal residence of the sisters of Czech nationality and forcible detention of a 23-year-old postulant in the monastery.
4) He was surprised to see that the visas on the documents were in order, as he himself had made trouble for the sisters concerning this.
5) The second accusation, concerning forcible detention of the postulant, proved to be false. The parents of the postulant had an opportunity to speak with their daughter, who had already reached the age of legal majority, and to hear from her lips a free decision to stay in the monastery. 
6) Without the permission of the sisters the SBU officer with handcuffs along with several men entered the monastery. 

7) The documentary film evidences unlawful physical violence against the postulant as well as against the sisters and at the same time commitment of a gross violation of civil rights.
8) The sisters immediately asked the policemen standing in front of the monastery to intervene and protect both the postulant and the sisters. The police did not react at all to the repeated urgent pleas and just watched in cold blood the course of the planned crime under the leadership of Mr R. Kurash. 
9) The police forcibly pushed their victim into the car, risking serious damage to her health.

10) Mr R. Kurash abused the feelings of the parents in order to carry out a defaming and discrediting action against the sisters and thus even against the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC, thereby violating the laws of Ukraine. The chief responsibility for this barbarous crime of the apostatical hierarchy rests above all with the apostate Archbishop Voznyak; Mr Kurash was just their executive organ. 
11) After the abduction of the postulant from the monastery Mr R. Kurash demanded that the parents should take their daughter to Fr. Voronovskyi in the Studite monastery. The purpose was clear. Father Voronovskyi is an exorcist and the aim of R. Kurash was to declare the postulant mentally disturbed and consequently to lay the blame for her “alleged state of health” on the sisters. Thereafter R. Kurash forced the parents to visit first a special doctor to take a blood sample and then a psychiatrist too. The parents realized the intentions of R. Kurash and categorically rejected the proposals. Thank God this cunning plan of R. Kurash did not succeed. Finally, the parents were taken to the police station. The mother testifies that on the pretext of a necessity to write an explanation the police dictated to her some text letter by letter. However, due to the manner in which she wrote and due to stress she could not understand its contents at all. In the end she had to sign it. 
12) On 2nd August 2009, on the feast of St. Elias the Prophet, the parents themselves brought the postulant back to the monastery. Together with their daughter the parents were present at the solemn Divine Liturgy celebrated by Bishop Mikhailo Osidach, Head of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC, and concelebrated by several other orthodox bishops. At the end the bishops and the faithful commemorated the 50th anniversary of his priesthood and the 20th anniversary of his episcopal consecration.
Conclusion:
a) We demand that the governmental authorities categorically prevent similar forms of religious persecution and discrimination against the faithful of the orthodox Catholic Synod in the future. 
b) We request again that the governmental authorities allow lawful registration of this Synod of the UGCC.
c) We demand that Mr Kurash be removed from office and that his crime be punished adequately.
Elaborated by the sisters of the contemplative monastery 

of St. Elias the Prophet in Bryukhovychi

Bryukhovychi, on 3rd August 2009
