St. Basil the Great fights with heresies
The difficult situation of the Eastern Church was caused by the prevalence of heretics (4th cent.)
The leadership of the Church is usurped not by virtuous people but by intriguers. The offices are assumed not by those who are worthy of them but by those who are stronger. A superior that would serve their purpose is found by them immediately. It is a man who has taken no pains for the sake of God’s kingdom nor has prepared anyhow for the assumption of responsibility.
An apostate approaches the altar with no fear of God. Power has deprived him of sober judgement. 
The influence of heretics cannot be called other than a barbarous attack during which these enemies do not pull down the ramparts, or towns or houses built by human hands, but they destroy and plunder human souls. Mean leaders of the Church have passed to the offensive against the orthodox with the assistance of temporal power. What stirred up their hopes of victory most was the sight of general cowardice. 
When St. Basil saw that there was no experienced protector of the Church who would be mighty in word and spirit, he left Pontus and took the lead in a fight for the truth. St. Basil said about the orthodox Catholics: “Nothing is so characteristic of them as sincere and steadfast faith in the Triune God. From Him they have such unity and strength.” 
To separate from the one who in the times of crisis holds the prophetic office means apostasy from God Himself. On the other hand, salvation is secured through unity with him. 
God’s people find themselves in forlornness, for they have been dragged into thousands of false teachings and delusions. 
Modest: “Don’t you esteem the emperor’s will even now when all the others have already surrendered and submitted themselves?”

St. Basil: “My Lord wills not what is willed by you. And I, being a mere creature too, shall never dare to show the respect which is due to God to a mere creature.”
Modest: “So our orders mean nothing to you? Would you not feel honoured by being friends with us and in unity with us?”
St. Basil: “You do hold high posts, that’s true, but you are not higher than God. To me you are like all others who are subordinate to us, because Christianity does not rest upon the rank of persons but upon faith. I do not fear death, for death will bring me to God for Whom I live.”
St. Gregory said: “One cannot even express how much Basil was tormented by his adversaries. And we can say openly that it was not Basil but God Himself, for it was against Him and for Him that this fight was waged.” 
(Taken from a book by St. Gregory of Nazianzus)

As for apostasy through heresies and heretics, the situation in the Church is similar today. May God raise up even today warriors with the spirit of prophecy who will fight for Him just as St. Basil!
Unfortunately, most of the Basilian monks now have a spirit contrary to that of their holy founder. 
