Pascendi Dominici gregis (1907-2007)

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

On 8th September 1907 Saint Pope Pius X issued an especially topical encyclical. Today, after 100 years, it remains equally topical and has turned out to be a prophetical voice for the present time, too. (We will deal with the article 7 of this encyclical.)

All heresies of the Modernists are nowadays lectured as the official Catholic doctrine at almost all theological faculties, and that above all by means of study of philosophy and historic-critical method.

Modernism is an accumulation of all heresies and leads to atheism (article 7)

St. Pius X writes: “Venerable brothers, speaking about Modernism, one speaks not about some incoherent and inconsistent teaching, but on the contrary, one speaks about a consistent whole. If one allows one thing, it is necessarily followed by all the other... If we study this whole system again, nobody will be surprised if we define it as an accumulation of all heresies – omnium haereseon conlectum esse affirmemus. If somebody tried to concentrate the substance of all heresies against the faith, he would not manage to do it better than it was done by the Modernists. They even made a far greater progress, since, as we have already stated, they completely eroded not only Catholic but even whatever (Christian) religion.”
Pius X further continues: “However, let us return, venerable brothers, for a moment to that pernicious teaching about agnosticism. Through this teaching reason has whatever way to God blocked. Yet the agnostics claim that they are preparing for reason a more viable way through some feeling and act of spirit. Who would not be able to see what perversity it is!” The Holy Father then explains the problem of our feelings which react solely to what was presented to them by reason and by exterior senses. If reason is put aside, man is guided only by exterior senses which falsely and subjectively manipulate our emotions. This degrades man to the level of an animal which behaves without reason, too.

The Holy Father says: “Common sense teaches us that whatever emotional excitement or psychical prejudice is not a help but, on the contrary, an obstacle in seeking the truth, the truth as it is itself. Because the other – subjective truth – is only a fruit of inward feelings and it is a mere vagary. And this subjective truth will be of little benefit to a man whose greatest concern is to find out whether there exists God beside him, into whose hands he will once fall.” In this respect, the modernist attitude of mind nowadays is found with those who suppose that we must not force upon anyone the objective truth of the Catholic faith, neither are we allowed to think that we, Catholics, have a patent on the truth. The result of such phrases is that a nowaday Catholic no longer cares whether there exists God into whose hands he will fall. This is a false conception of tolerance which in this time has penetrated into the thinking of the Church and does not permit the objective truth to be defended.

The Holy Father continues: “In what way will (false) experience help the religious feeling? In no way... To us it seems to be foolish or at least absolutely unwise to have interior experience, which the Modernists boast themselves about, without any preceding true test.” Today, after 100 years, there are various sects spreading like an avalanche, built on meditations, psychotechniques or drugs. Many sects have a hindu or buddhistic foundation or are tied with modern psychologies which are inspired by them. These sects can easily mediate an access to false religious feelings, false experience or false buddhistic enlightenment (cf. Prof. T. Halík from the Czech Republic) which have nothing in common with the objective truth! False feelings and false experience along with “enlightenments” erode mental health of the individual or totally darken the ability of reason so that it is not capable of sound thinking and of perceiving the normal reality neither of discerning between truth and lie, good and evil! This subjectivism leads to relativism and to the apostasy from personal God to pantheism where nature and everything that exists is called god. And this is an extreme of heresy.

Concerning this interior experience of the Modernists, the Holy Father adds: “The greatest number of people is and will always be convinced that only through feelings and experience, without any guidance and true enlightenment of reason, it is not possible to attain to the knowledge of God. So Modernism has again nothing else left but atheism. But the Modernists should not deceive themselves into expecting a better result of their teaching about symbolism, either. Provided that in the religion all elements which they call rational are mere divine symbols, is then not even the conception of God as well as of the Divine Person a mere symbol? If it should be so, then one may doubt even about personal God and the way to pantheism is opened.”
Today, after 100 years, such thinking is found even with many theologians who use Catholic terms and quote dogmata to which, however, they now attach a different, only symbolic meaning. They have abandoned the very conception of truth. For them even the articles of faith may remain the same as 100 or 200 years ago; however, they believe in them already in a different way – they understand them only symbolically.

There is yet another teaching that leads to sheer pantheism – the teaching on divine immanency. It is a heresy claiming that in every one of us there is something divine and therefore everyone by his inner “feeling of faith” is himself the rule of what he is to believe in. He needs not admit any, be it ever so objective argument against “his truth” and he neither needs the objectively proved God’s revelation.

St. Pius X puts a question: “Is in the doctrine of immanency any difference between God and man or not? If so, in what way does it differ from the Catholic doctrine, or why does it reject the doctrine of God’s revelation? If there is no difference, then we can speak of pantheism. This will perhaps be sufficient to make it quite clear through how many ways the teaching of Modernists leads to atheism. This way was taken by the heresy of liberal Protestants, thereafter came (Catholic) Modernists and upon their heels there walks atheism!”
Today, after 100 years, almost all these heresies are encompassed in the new worldwide religion of the New Age. This spirit penetrates all social structures and by means of mass media introduces a new thinking which denies reason the possibility to know the objective truth (agnosticism). Nowadays there is propagation of relativism and of false religious feeling and experience. St. Pius X rejects both!

Thereinafter the Pope pointed out that the teaching of Modernists subsequently ends in atheism! The same holds true even in respect of modern philosophies and historic-critical theology. These lead to atheism in its present-day popular form – buddhism. Buddhistic atheism is different from materialistic atheism. Buddhism is built on feelings, pseudospiritual experiences and false enlightenments, e.g. it says that I am both this and that, and that eventually all is one. These false enlightenments have nothing in common with a personal relation to Triune God. The buddhistic cat-lap of atheism mixed with various psychotechniques, meditations and oriental philosophies suits the nowaday man more than crudely materialistic and communistic atheism. In the contemporary interreligious dialogue the heresies of which the saint Pope makes mention are not only accepted but even set as the beginning and condition of this dialogue.

The address of the Pope Benedict XVI in Regensburg (Sept. 12, 2006) was a prophetical voice concerning the true substance of other religions and likewise the beginning of a critical approach to them. We cannot be fascinated just by the cultural traditions of these religions, we also have to see their unsound substance, errors or even their demonic nature. Hinduism, which worships cows, rats, snakes and similar vermin instead of true God, is idolatry. (Nowadays this religion spreads its godlessness for example through absurdly excessive care of and regard for animals, which is promoted in mass media.)

The prophetical voice of St. Pius X is extremely topical for our time! Similarly as he performed a reform of the Church in his time, so even today a deep reform is the only possible step to salvation from a total apostasy from God and from the saving faith in our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ.
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