Pidhirtsi, 10th April 2009

on Good Friday

His Holiness 

Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano

Prophetic office of bishops

Your Holiness,

today the Western Church celebrates Good Friday. It is the day when the Church hierarchy condemned our Lord and Saviour to a shameful death on the cross. Today we can hear their shouting: “Away with him, away with him! Crucify him!”  This pressure of those who have already fallen away from Christ innerly, though they are still holding the Church posts, is turning against You too. The spirit of death which condemned Christ is now not so loudly, yet the more so cunningly seeking Your removal as well. This spirit knows that through Your true faith You make inner unity with Christ whom You visibly represent. Peter, the first Pope, denied his Lord three times; however, this was followed by his repentance in tears and with a confession of his love to the risen Lord on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.
We feel with You and perceive that You are now like the Apostle Peter in chains, watched by four files of soldiers (cf. Acts 12:4). Although You hold the supreme spiritual power, You are at the same time crucified together with Christ and almost powerless. The system of evil, which through relativism and other isms has internally paralyzed the Church, has spiritually paralyzed You as well! But we do believe in the resurrection of the whole Mystical Body of Christ. In this historic process God has His plan right with You. He will gradually reveal this plan to You. All Christians are watching You with a critical eye, yet with great hope too, and these are not only Catholics but also the Orthodox and even all other Christian denominations. 
Today Satan is sifting all the apostles’ successors – bishops – like wheat, but to You as the successor of Peter Jesus addresses His word: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” (Lk 22:31-32) Jesus is praying for three things:

1) that Your faith may not fail

2) that You turn again

3) that You then strengthen Your brothers
Your Holiness, bishops today are exposed to a trial and need Your encouragement more than ever before, that they may hold out against the spirit of covert heresy and bravely confess their faith. 
Your Holiness, Your days are numbered. The Saviour demands of You that You begin the renewal of the Church and also that You begin it from Yourself! Peter and the Apostles were weak; however, when the Holy Spirit descended upon them on the day of Pentecost, they became Christ’s witnesses (martyres) and along with Peter sealed their witness of faith with a martyr’s death. 
God appreciates Your endeavour after a reform. You have replaced a number of people in the dicasteries. But this is not the end; on the contrary, this is only the beginning of the expected internal reform of the Church which is necessarily connected with personnel changes too. 
From the experience of recent months in Ukraine we perceive that, as part of the reform, it is necessary to renew the prophetic office of bishops. “The Church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets” (cf. Eph 2:20). If bishops centralize the prophetic office, it is then necessary for certain individuals to specialize in it truly and thus to serve the Church. Centralization is given through bishops’ conferences. 
Your Holiness, in An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church You state: “In their decisions, the collective of bishops at the (bishops’) conferences are dependent on other official groups which are established to elaborate the drafts. This results in issuing superficial, trivialized documents wherein the radical attitudes are weakened. ... For example, the truly resolute documents against national socialism in Germany came from individual brave bishops. The statements of conferences, on the contrary, were only too anaemic and weak, taking into consideration what would have been adequate for the tragic development of those days. ... The truth cannot be formed on the basis of voting. The statement is either true or false. One can only discover the truth, and not form it. 90% of bishops (members of bishops’ conferences) have never said a word but confined themselves merely to listening and voting. Many bishops’ conferences are ruled by a kind of collective spirit and maybe by a desire for an easy life and conformism. It is required that one accept the attitude of the active minority aimed at exact targets. I know bishops who face to face admit that they would have decided otherwise than in voting at the conference, if they were to decide on their own. Accepting the collective pressure was the result of fear lest one look at them as at someone who is ‘spoiling the play’. However, in such case there is a danger that the ‘offence’ and the ‘folly’ of the Gospel, the ‘salt’ and the ‘leaven’ which in the present hard crisis is dispensable more than ever, will fade away.”
The bishops appointed for prophetic office should by contrast become right now the active minority aimed at exact targets so that this collective spirit, which has hitherto been abused, might be used towards the reform of the Church.)
The Bishops’ Conference, or Synod, in Ukraine, has by the influence of collective decision-making committed a betrayal of Christ’s teaching. The reason: many do not have the strength to separate from 8 concrete heresies of Card. L. Husar and from his heretical spirit. God has intervened in a special way and called us to authority through episcopal consecration, that we may defend our Eastern Church against the gradual transition to apostasy.

Your Holiness, from Your diagnosis of bishops’ conferences the idea was born which we now humbly bring forward to You: Besides the standing bishops’ conference in each nation it is necessary to make space for a parallel structure of bishops who will not be in charge of any diocese but merely of the purity of faith and morals. What tasks shall they face? To watch over an orthodox formation of seminarians and priests, to be responsible for Christian literature (imprimatur), to see to sound apologetics and reevangelization, to be concerned with a reform and renewal of religious orders and institutes. These bishops – prophets – would then have their fellow workers in every seminary, in every religious institute, in every deanery. This structure would be subordinate directly to You through the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 
Practically, we already represent this model here in Ukraine, with the only difference that both bishops’ synods – the orthodox and the heretical one – are in an unresolved state. The heretical synod is still waiting for official condemnation, and the orthodox one for official recognition. Since we represent this model in Ukraine, we are likewise willing to give up the right to a diocese and to serve only through the prophetic office. 
We are willing to cooperate with the bishops (of the apostatic synod of the UGCC) who are under God’s anathema (Gal 1:8-9). The condition is that these bishops should renounce 8 heresies with which they became publicly united and that they should accept penance You shall impose on them. We are willing to forgive them but we cannot betray Christ and be silent on public apostasy from the foundations of the faith. 
Your Holiness, God’s will today is the reform of the Church. “God wants it!” That the Church’s reform may start, it is necessary to make space for the prophetic office in the Church. This demand on You is the demand of God and the faithful.
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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