God has the right to us
Jesus has a kind of right to us. We no longer belong to ourselves. Why not? Partly because God created us, called us into existence, created us in His own image. He is really our Father. Our spirit longs for Him, as St Augustine says: “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.” This is a deep truth. Even young children sometimes have a kind of existential depression. They cannot express it in words but somehow perceive the vanity of all things. None of the created things can satisfy us. None. Neither wealth, nor career, nor worldly pleasures. Our soul is hungry for God. God not only created us but He also has the right to us because He gave His Son for us. Jesus shed His Blood for our sake. He paid a high price for us – not with silver or gold but with His Blood, out of His love for us. Naturally, we have the right to reject it, to turn from God and to follow the devil who has prepared hell for us. Our life is a test. We will either stand this test or become traitors. Of course, in the latter case we do harm to ourselves. The devil gives us a programme of gradual self-destruction. He takes advantage of our pride and prevents us from repenting. We do something foolish but we do not admit it because we are afraid lest our image be tarnished.
We have received the mystery of baptism; however, without faith, obedience to God and repentance the power of baptism cannot work in us. We have to actualize this mystery by faith, that means, we have to be in personal contact with God. God wants us to have a personal relationship with Him. But we must be active on our part too. If not, it’s like when you get a new car but you do not drive it. You keep it closed in your garage and just come from time to time, open the garage, look at your car, wipe the dust from it, enjoy having it and then you close the garage and continue going on foot.
