Jesus is true God

(a biblical lesson)

Learn by heart 1Jn 5:20:
“And we know that the Son of God has come, and He has given us understanding so that we can know the true God. And now we are in God because we are in His Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and He is eternal life.”

We know that the Son of God has come, and He has given us understanding so that we can know the true God. (What understanding has the Son of God given us?)

And now we are in God because we are in His Son, Jesus Christ. (In whom are we and why?)

He is the only true God, and He is eternal life. (Who is Jesus Christ?)

1) What is in store for us unless we believe that He is the One who Is – the true God?

Jn 8:24b: “Unless you believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.”
2) For what understanding does Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross open our eyes?


Jn 8:28a: “Jesus said to them: ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I AM.’”
3) By which words did the Lord Jesus Himself express that He is the true God, of one Being with the Father?


Jn 8:58: “Jesus said to them: ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham came to be, I AM.’”


Jn 10:30: “The Father and I are one.”
Jn 10:37-38: “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”

Jn 14:9-10: “Jesus said to him: ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say: ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?’”
4) What was the reason why the Jews sought to kill Jesus?


Jn 5:18: “Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”

Jn 10:33: “The Jews answered Him: ‘It is not for a good work that we stone you but for blasphemy; because you, being a man, make yourself God.’”
5) By which words did the Apostle Thomas express that the reality of Jesus’ resurrection confirmed His Divinity?


Jn 20:28: “And Thomas answered and said to Him: ‘My Lord and my God!’”

6) What testimony in the Holy Scripture does the Holy Spirit bear through the Apostle Paul about Jesus being God?


Phil 2:6: “Being in the form of God, He did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

7) What testimony does the Holy Spirit bear through the Apostle John about Jesus being God from the beginning? 

1Jn 1:1: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of, the Word of life.” 
Rev 1:7-8: “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,’ says the Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”

Rev 1:17b-18: “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”
· Read the 8th chapter of St. John’s Gospel. The spiritual fight here is directed against the most fundamental truth, and that is that Jesus Christ is the true God.

· Meditate upon the testimony of the Holy Scripture saying that Jesus is God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God. (Jn 1:1-18)
· Write by heart 1Jn 5:20
Jesus is true God and true man

What it means to be a Christian was expressed by Paul the Apostle in these words: “God has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:13-14) So, to be a Christian does not mean to be baptized and confirmed in the first place, but it means to transform one’s life, which is, deliverance from the power of darkness and entrance into a new life with the loving Lord.

Supreme spiritual authority: Nowadays one can see various magic and pagan practices spreading through; people are being drawn into sects and offered mantras and mysterious names of “gods” through whose invocation they open themselves for various so-called unknown energies, that is, in fact, for demons! The more’s then the need for us right in these times to be initiated into the power of God, into the power of the name JESUS (Aramaic: JEHOSHUA). 

How to begin? The answer is given by Christ in His very first call in the Gospel: “Be converted, and believe in the Gospel!” (Mk 1:15) How to be converted? The very basic good news of the Gospel is that God loves me, that He gave for me His only Son who – out of the same love – died for me so that I should not perish but have eternal life (cf. Jn 3:16). The way I am to be converted is that I give Jesus the first place in my life, and only then all the rest can follow! 

What is the core of the problem? The Church teaches: “Christ is true God and true man, the only Saviour.” “There is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12). The Church is the Mystical Body of Christ, the source of the revealed Truth given for salvation. However, if nowadays some bishops defend heresies, they have thus excluded themselves from the Church and the believers must not obey them; otherwise they will go to eternal perdition along with them. St. Basil the Great writes: “A Christian must not forsake Christ’s martyrs and follow heretical bishops, for these are alien to God. Let those be accursed too who go over to them.” (Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 37)
Heretical quotation of Card. L. Husar: “(Jesus) came into the world as man, in the human way, as born of a woman – this fact is to be an object of our faith.” Hereby the Cardinal forces upon us this heresy as an object of our faith, and this is not true! Jesus did not come in the human (natural) way. Admittedly, the object of our faith is that God chose a concrete woman but this woman, who became His Mother, was a Virgin in conceiving her Son, a Virgin in giving birth to Him, a Virgin in nursing Him, always a Virgin (St. Augustine), and further, Jesus was not conceived by a man but by the Holy Spirit and was “born of the Virgin Mary” (The Creed). So this is not the human, normal (natural) way of bringing a child into the world. Jesus came in an extraordinary way.

Jesus is true God and true man: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and the Word (Jesus) was God.” (Jn 1:1); “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (Jn 1:14)

The Cardinal compares the mystery of the Conception of the Son of God to a pagan theatrical attraction called ‘Deus ex machina’. This is highly insulting, and considering that such association is used by a cardinal of the Catholic Church it is downright shocking.

In relation to Christ Card. Husar purposefully emphasizes just the natural aspect: “Jesus helped Joseph, maybe He even occupied Himself with carpentry on His own.” And then he adds a heresy: “Jesus was like any other man.” STOP! If we speak about the human nature of Christ, we immediately have to explain how it is to be understood. The Scripture says: “He faced all of the same temptations we do” but adds: “yet He did not sin” (Hebr 4:15). Card. Husar does not explain the truths of faith; on the contrary he warns against their explanation! Regrettably to say, in the whole book he never and nowhere says clearly that Jesus is true God and at the same time true man. He thus ignores the fundamental article of faith!

Heretical statements about Jesus (denial of His Divine nature)

The Cardinal is obliged to preach the full Gospel and to clearly formulate the divine truths. If he does not define the truth clearly, he opens the door for all heretical streams (see supplements in brackets showing the impact of the individual statements).
1) Jesus “came into the world in the human way” (i.e. through conception by a man and in labour pains, through natural birth by a woman. This is a heresy).

2) Jesus “comes through the intervention of the Holy Spirit” (i.e. in the same way as the Holy Spirit intervenes with all common people, He also intervened in the Incarnation of the Word of God. This is a heresy.)

3) Jesus “comes like Deus ex machina” (i.e. He is equal to pagan gods Zeus and Neptune who represent the realm of demons. This is a heresy.)

4) He says about the Holy Family: “A quite normal family.” (i.e. founded on natural basis, with imperfections and sins. This is a heresy.)

5) “Jesus was like any other man.” (i.e. He is no God. This is a heresy.)

These statements of Card. Husar would not be heretical if they were put into a context which would contain clear Catholic formulations about the Lord Jesus Christ. However, to remain in a mere half-truth, in a purely earthly view of Jesus and to conceal the substance is a heresy. If the Apostle Paul preached the Gospel according to Card. L. Husar, heaven would be empty and hell would be full, for on the basis of such gospel no man would be saved! 

The book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity” presents dubious Christology (teaching about Christ) which one-sidedly emphasizes the human nature of Jesus and consciously keeps silent about His Divinity. This can be compared to the old Arian heresy which was condemned by the Church at the Council of Nicaea as early as 325. 
Cardinal J. Ratzinger (Benedict XVI) in the book “An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church” says on this topic: “Naturally, nowadays one could hardly find a ‘Catholic’ theologian who would overtly deny the old formula stating that Jesus is the Son of God. All will claim that they do accept it; however, immediately afterwards they will add in what sense, according to them, it should be understood (similar statements about Jesus Christ are also used by Jehovah’s Witnesses).”

The present Holy Father says further: „A heresy is when one persistently denies a truth that must be believed with divine and Catholic faith, or persistently calls it into doubt after having received baptism. As for sanctions, can. 1364 states that a heretic, the same as an apostate, falls under excommunication latae sententiae. This applies to all the faithful, but the measures against the heretic who at the same time is a priest (bishop) are heavier. (note: This punishment fell even upon Card. L. Husar and upon the Bishops’ Synod united with him.) The words of the Holy Scripture (cf. Gal 1:8-9) refer to the whole Church in every time.” So much from the book of the present Pope quoted. 
Conclusion

On pages 48-51 in his book Cardinal Husar uses one-sided – heretical – statements and utters heresies concerning Jesus Christ – i.e. he teaches a different gospel. Therefore, God’s Word from Gal 1:9 fully applies to him: „If anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.“ 

Christ is born!
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