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Your Eminence, 
we are turning to You with a proposal that the book by Anselm Grün “Im Haus der Liebe wohnen” (To Live in the House of Love) should be prohibited or at least that the believers should be warned against it, and that especially religious, students of theology and priests. This book does not lead to repentance, nor to pure God’s love, nor even to the love of neighbour. It opens the soul to an unclean spirit and to the spirit of paganism.

The writings of A. Grün are nowadays probably the widest read religious literature. We raise a vital question: What spirit is behind the author and his writings? Is it in accord with the Gospel and with the Spirit in which God’s Word is written, with the Spirit of the whole sound tradition of saints, martyrs and witnesses of Christ?

Do the writings of A. Grün really lead to the substance, that means to conversion and to an endeavour to follow Christ? And in the first place, is the centre of these writings Christ, His Word and His Spirit?

Are the things which A. Grün teaches really in accord with the tradition of saints, or they rather make one uncritically opened to the spirit of the world, to the spirit of New Age? 

Is A. Grün a man of holy life, a man rooted in Christ as was Saint Apostle Paul? This great “formator” of clergy, men and women religious and believers unfortunately has a different spirit, which just imitates true piety but has nothing in common with true following of Christ and true love of Him!
The fruit of these writings with the spirit of New Age is that religious lose the sense of the substance of their vocation and many are leaving the monasteries. Those who remain and continue being fed on this spiritual poisoning are in an even worse situation than those who have left. 

Jesus said: “Every tree is known by its fruits” (cf. Mt 12:33). The fruit of the writings of A. Grün is definitely not trueness and repentance (see Mt 3:8). 
In 1995 the book “Im Haus der Liebe wohnen” (To Live in the House of Love) was published. However, this book does not define clearly the Christian teaching on love springing from the Gospel and from the lives of saints. The quotations from the Scripture are put in the system of thinking of a different spirit and in this way they are also interpreted. 
In the last chapter “Love – it is a gift” the author makes allusions to the Song of Solomon and to Paul’s Hymn of love.

He purposefully does not distinguish between sexuality and its abuse by the individual in the sin of onanism, adultery, homosexuality and pagan religious rituals connected with divination, magic, spiritism and sexual orgies. 

By contrast the Apostle writes clearly about that: “The body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord… Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? ... Flee sexual immorality!” (1Cor 6:13-18) 

In God’s Word there are clear words about moral purity connected with a pure relation of love to Christ. Every single as well as married Christian must have this clear attitude towards the sphere of sexuality. 

In the Decalogue God sets two commandments as to this sphere. Jesus says to this: “You have heard that it was said: ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.” (Mt 5:27-30)

The Lord’s speech is clear. The image of cutting off the hand or plucking out the eye points to the necessity of radicalism in the fight with this lust which causes many to lose their faith and then even to eternally perish in hell. 

In contrast to it, A. Grün brings forward a new view, or rather an old – pagan – one and dresses it in Christian terminology; however, this is not in the least in accord with the spirit of the Gospel and with the spirit of the Christian tradition. 
From Grün’s new view logically follows this conclusion:
A slave to onanism will no longer fight against this sin – for he is just “developing a gift from God”. 

An adulterer will see adultery in a new way – as a development of this gift. 

A homosexual will justify his sin as a form of love. 

This consequence, which is a perverted attitude of mind, follows from the book by A. Grün!

However, what is even worse is that the author opens the door for pagan sacred prostitution. This spirit works through this book covertly, but the more perniciously. 

Quotations: “The description of the spouse (in the Song of Solomon) uses attributes from Near Eastern ‘goddesses of love’…”. 

“Amid lions and leopards there was always the figure of Ishtar, the ‘goddess of love’. These animals protected her and made her hardly accessible…”

“… love is always something divine. This is expressed in many ways by the image of ‘a goddess of love’.”
These and other quotations are presented in a positive spirit so they open for pagan impurity tied with a pagan religious cult.

The author did not even omit St. John of the Cross. He misused this author who rendered his spiritual experience. In the pen of St. John of the Cross there is no danger, he himself can clearly distinguish; in the very introduction he points out the need of healthy asceticism. He also clearly distinguishes pure love from the sin of impurity and fornication!

Grün writes: “On his death-bed, John of the Cross did not ask for the penitential psalms to be read but for the Song of Solomon… John of the Cross did not mind open erotic, often even sexual expressions of this lyrical song. His comprehension of the Song of Solomon was free of fear or moral restraints. There was no blackening of sexuality or erotic. He accepted erotic and sexuality as something that comes from God, as good gifts which man may indulge in, which through the person loved point to an even deeper love – a love between God and man.” If these Grün’s theories are read by people who are nowadays being influenced by perverted sexuality through massmedia and pornography, who have not been wholly converted to Christ and who are bound by sin in this sphere, these people will substantiate their sin and their dependence not only by St. John of the Cross but even by distorted God’s Word!

Jesus’ word is clear: “He who keeps My commandments, he it is who loves Me.” (cf. Jn 14:21) The culmination and accomplishment of all commandments is in love and love is “the loss of soul for the sake of Christ and the Gospel” (Mk 8:35). How are we to understand it? The answer is given by the apostles themselves, who after the receipt of the Holy Spirit wholly witnessed to Christ and for their love of immortal souls preached the Gospel, even though they paid with their lives therefor. Jesus loved the Father and loved us, too, and died for us on the cross. He gave us all He had that we might obtain eternal life. This is pure love. He gave us an example: “That you love one another as I have loved you.” (Jn 13:34)

Love is crucified, but with Christ and for Christ and not with sin and for sin! The first God’s commandment says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.” (Mk 12:30) “You shall have no other gods.” (Ex 20:2-3) No opening of oneself for pagan spirituality connected with impurity, occultism and sacred prostitution!

Unfortunately, the author in his work took a different view – he opened the readers to the spirit of egoism, indulgence and impurity.

The writings of the Benedictine A. Grün, like the writings of the Jesuite A. de Mello, are very attractive, but behind them is a different spirit than the Spirit of Christ.

Conclusion

We propose that the book of Anselm Grün “Im Haus der Liebe wohnen“ (To Live in the House of Love) should be prohibited or at least that the believers should be warned against it, and that especially religious and priests! This book does not lead to repentance, nor to pure God’s love, nor even to the love of neighbour. It opens the soul to an unclean spirit and to the spirit of paganism.
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